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Canadians  Protest  Continuing  Baths  Raids 


By  Joanne  Brown 
TORONTO,  Ontario  —  On 
June  16  the  Toronto  police  raided 
two  more  gay  bath  houses,  the 
Back  Door  Gym  and  the  Inter¬ 
national  Steam  Bath,  apparently 
undaunted  by  the  public  outrage 
generated  over  police  raids  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  5  in  which  more  than  250 
men  were  arrested  as  found-ins. 

In  these  latest  raids  on  the  only 
two  gay  bath  houses  in  the  city  that 
were  not  hit  in  the  February  raids, 
21  men  were  arrested  as  found-ins. 
The  most  recent  arrests  bring  the 
total  to  337  men  facing  charges  as 
found-ins  in  a  “bawdy-house,” 
defined  under  the  Canadian  Crim¬ 
inal  Code  as  a  place  resorted  to  for 
the  purposes  of  prostitution  or  the 
practice  of  acts  of  indecency. 

The  June  16  raids  spurred  a  late- 
night  demonstration,  with  2000 


gays  and  lesbians  meeting  at  the 
familiar  Yonge  and  Wellesley 
intersection.  A  similar  demon¬ 
stration  happened  at  midnight  on 
February  6,  when  3000  gays  and 
lesbians  clashed  with  police  in  a 
spontaneous  outburst  of  rage  at 
the  violent  manner  in  which  police 
conducted  raids  on  the  Five  baths. 

The  demonstration  on  June  20 
was  equally  high-pitched.  At  10 
p.m.  the  crowd  heard  speakers 
Dan  Healey  of  the  Right  to  Pri¬ 
vacy  Committee,  Chris  Bearchell 
of  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  and  writer  for  Toronto 
gay  monthly  The  Body  Politic  and 
Reverend  Brent  Hawkes  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
During  the  speeches  police 
threatened  to  turn  off  the  sound 
system  if  rally  organizers  did  not 
clear  the  streets  of  protestors.  This 


turned  out  to  be  an  empty  threat. 

As  marchers  arrived  at  a  major 
downtown  intersection,  a  spon¬ 
taneous  sit-down  began  and  they 
occupied  the  spot  for  a  short  time, 
after  which  the  march  resumed.  By 
now  the  march  had  attracted  a 
group  of  queerbashers  who  ran 
alongside  taunting  the  protesters. 

More  speeches  were  made  out¬ 
side  the  Jarvis  Street  police  station 
and  protesters  burned  effigies  of 
Police  Chief  Ackroyd  and  Attor¬ 
ney  General  Roy  McMurtry,  who 
authorized  the  investigations  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  raids.  The  demonstra¬ 
tion  was  then  brought  to  a  close. 

According  to  a  Body  Politic 
emergency  news  supplement  ac¬ 
companying  the  July/August 
issue,  trouble  did  not  begin  until 
after  the  protest  had  ended.  A 
group  of  queerbashers,  no  longer 


New  Jersey  Ruling  Protects 
Teachers’  Freedom  of  Speech 


By  Jil  Clark 

TRENTON,  NJ  —  Teachers  in 
public  schools  here  may  not  be 
dismissed  because  they  advocate 
controversial  positions  outside  the 
classroom,  according  to  a  ruling 
made  on  July  1  by  the  New  Jersey 
State  Board  of  Education. 

The  decision,  which  is  expected 
to  have  widespread  ramifications 
in  all  public  schools  in  the  state, 
caps  a  nine-year-old  legal  battle 
involving  John  Gish,  a  former 
Paramus  school  teacher  who  was 
removed  from  the  classroom  after 
he  became  president  of  the  New 
Jersey  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in 
1972. 

The  board,  voting  six  to  two,  al¬ 
so  ruled  that  teachers  may  disobey 
an  administrator’s  order  to  cease 
advocating  unpopular  ideas.  Such 
an  order  “could  not  itself  be  law¬ 
ful,”  the  board  ruled. 

A  teacher  can  only  be  subject  to 
disciplinary  action  for  statements 
and  lawful  actions  outside  the 
classroom  if  they  “result  in  dis¬ 
ruption  of  the  school  system  or 
impairment  of  his  capacity  as  a 
teacher,  or  if  the  school  officials 
have  reasonable  grounds  to  fore¬ 
cast  such  results  from  the 
teacher’s  conduct.” 

However,  Gish’s  victory  is  only 
partial.  The  Paramus  school 
board,  in  firing  Gish  for  his  gay 
activism,  had  violated  his  first 
amendment  rights,  the  state  board 
said,  but  it  upheld  the  right  of  the 
Paramus  school  board  to  fire  him 
on  the  grounds  that  he  was  arrest¬ 
ed  for  possession  of  LSD  and 
marijuana  while  employed  as  a 
teacher. 

Gish  was  never  tried  for  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  drugs,  since  he  opted 
to  participate  in  a  “pre-trial  inter¬ 
vention”  program,  in  which  per¬ 
sons  with  no  police  record  who  are 
charged  with  a  non-violent  crime 
are  given  a  probationary  sentence. 
Gish  and  his  roommate  alleged 
that  the  drugs  found  in  the  police 
raid  on  their  home  belonged  to  the 
roommate,  not  Gish. 

This  circumstance  “alone  war¬ 
rants  his  dismissal  from  the  Para¬ 
mus  school  system,”  the  board 
ruled. 

Emil  Oxfeld,  Gish’s  attorney, 
praised  the  state  board  decision  as 
“a  significant  victory  for  teachers 
and  for  the  First  Amendment.” 

“This  means  teachers  cannot  be 
treated  as  second-class  citizens 
when  they  advocate  unpopular 
causes,  including  the  rights  of  mi¬ 
norities,”  Oxfeld  said.  “The  rul¬ 
ing  should  give  heart  to  teachers 
to  speak  out  and  be  first-class  citi¬ 
zens.” 


Nevertheless,  Oxfeld  called  the 
state  board  “opportunistic”  for 
upholding  the  view  of  Paramus 
school  officials  that  a  teacher’s 
possession  of  drugs  renders  him 
unfit  to  teach. 

“Now  the  state  board  looks  like 
a  great  defender  of  free  speech, 
but  they  got  around  [the  flack 
they  would  have  received  if  they 
had]  stuck  him  back  in.” 

Oxfeld  said  Gish  will  appeal 
that  part  of  the  decision  which  up¬ 
holds  the  right  of  the  school  board 
to  fire  him  for  allegedly  using 
drugs  in  his  home. 

“It  would  be  absurd  to  say  kids 
today  are  impressed  by  someone 
smoking  marijuana.  If  the  guy 
had  been  flaunting  the  use  of  it, 
coming  into  the  classroom  stoned, 
that  would  be  one  thing.  But  for 
the  private  use,  it’s  unconscion¬ 
able  that  a  fellow  lose  his  job.” 

Oxfeld  added  that  Gish  may  sue 
members  of  the  Paramus  school 
board  for  having  “deprived  him 
of  his  constitutional  rights.” 

“We  have  to  consider  what  this 
man  has  gone  through  in  nine 
years  of  litigation  —  the  wear  and 
tear  on  his  life,”  Oxfeld  said. 

Paramus  school  officials  may 
be  able  to  appeal  the  state  board’s 
decision,  but  such  an  action  could 
be  difficult  because  the  ruling 
which  upheld  Gish’s  dismissal  was 
in  their  favor. 

The  decision  overturned  a 
ruling  by  state  education  commis¬ 
sioner  Fred  Burke,  in  which  he  up¬ 
held  the  right  of  the  Paramus 
school  board  to  fire  Gish  for  pub¬ 
lic  advocacy  of  gay  rights. 

“Keep  the  door  of  the  First 
Amendment  open,”  urged  state 
board  member  Robert  Wolfen- 
barger  in  presenting  the  legal  com¬ 
mittee’s  recommendation  to  over¬ 
turn  Burke’s  ruling. 

Teachers  must  not  be  discour¬ 
aged  from  “expressing  views  that 
challenged  prevailing  ideas,”  he 
said,  according  to  the  Newark 
Star  Ledger. 

Wolfenbarger  emphasized  that 
Gish  had  not  advocated  homosex¬ 
uality  in  his  classes  at  Paramus 
High  School  and  had  never  said 
that  he  himself  was  homosexual. 

Paul  Ricci,  who  stepped  down 
from  the  board  presidency  that 
same  day,  voted  against  the  legal 
committee  recommendation.  He 
disagreed  with  the  argument  that 
Gish’s  advocacy  of  gay  rights  had 
not  resulted  in  an  impairment  of 
his  teaching  effectiveness. 

“For  us  to  say  we  have  to  wait 
for  the  hazard  to  occur  makes  lit¬ 
tle  sense,”  he  said.  “We  do  not 
wait  for  children  to  be  killed  be¬ 


fore  we  require  safety  equipment 
on  school  buses  or  in  school  build¬ 
ings.” 

“No  one  has  more  impact  on 
children  than  teachers,”  Ricci 
continued.  “If  we’re  going  to 
make  an  error,  let  us  err  on  the 
side  of  protecting  children.” 

Ricci  argued  that  while  he  was 
not  challenging  Gish’s  lifestyle, 
the  Paramus  school  board  was 
right  in  believing  that  the  publicity 
surrounding  his  involvement  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  male  rights 
movement  would  have  impaired 
his  teaching  ability.  He  pointed 
out  that  public  officials  resign  in 
the  face  of  adverse  publicity. 

Wolfenbarger  responded  that 
Gish  had  not  sought  all  the  publi¬ 
city  generated  by  his  advocacy  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights.  “In  some 
instances,”  he  told  the  Star  Led¬ 
ger,  “the  press  created  the  story.” 

Most  of  the  six  board  members 
who  voted  to  overturn  Burke’s  de- 
continued  on  page  3 

D.C.  May 

By  Mark  A.  Perigard 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
city  council  here  killed  legislation 
to  decriminalize  sex  between  con¬ 
senting  youngsters  here  last  week 
but  approved  legalization  of  many 
forms  of  adult  sex,  including  sod¬ 
omy. 

The  council  agreed  as  well  to  re¬ 
move  immunity  from  prosecution 
for  husbands  who  rape  their 
wives. 

Pending  a  final  vote  by  the 
council  later  this  month,  most 
forms  of  private,  non-commercial 
sex  between  consenting  adults, 
such  as  sodomy  and  adultery,  will 
become  legal  in  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  unless  one  house  of  the 
federal  legislature  votes  the  mea¬ 
sure  down. 

One  provision  of  the  broad  sex- 
law  reform  bill,  sponsored  by 
Councilmember  David  A.  Clark, 
would  have  legalized  sexual  acti¬ 
vity  between  children  of  about  the 
same  age.  After  an  emotionally 
charged  debate  interrupted  by 
shouts  of  protest  from  a  crowd  of 
100  people,  the  provision  was 
dropped  from  the  bill. 

The  measure  that  was  dropped 
would  have  allowed  persons  12 
years  of  age  or  older  to  engage  in 
sexual  intercourse  as  long  as  one 
partner  is  not  more  than  four 
years  older  than  the  other.  It 
would  also  remove  any  legal  pen¬ 
alties  for  sex  between  consenting 
children  under  12  as  long  as  the 
children  are  no  more  than  two 


held  in  check  by  the  police,  chased 
some  of  the  dispersing  protesters 
with  chunks  of  wood.  The  police 
were  nowhere  to  be  seen  until  the 
protesters  fought  off  their  at¬ 
tackers,  at  which  point  the  police 
moved  in  to  rescue  the  queerbash¬ 
ers.  Angry  at  the  lack  of  police 
protection  for  gay  marchers,  some 
of  the  protesters  started  to  rock 
and  bang  on  a  parked  police  car. 
The  police  reacted  by  shoving  and 
clubbing  people  and  a  major 
scuffle  erupted. 

The  TBP  supplement  reports, 
“The  police  continued  to  advance 
as  they  knocked  people  to  the 
ground,  piling  fresh  victims  on  top 
of  the  already  fallen.  A  woman 
apparently  had  her  leg  broken. 
Others  were  pinned  against  the  car 
and  beaten.  MCC  pastor  Brent 
Hawkes,  going  to  the  rescue  of  an 
older  man  who  was  being  kicked  as 
he  lay  on  the  pavement,  was  seized 
and  held  by  two  cops  as  a  third 
punched  him.  Another  victim  was 
pinned  down  by  three  police  offi¬ 
cers  while  a  fourth  attacked  her 
crotch  with  his  billyclub.  Later  she 
kicked  the  police  supervisor  in  the 
shoulder,  dislocating  it.” 

Several  people  were  mowed 
down  by  a  police  car  that  accelera¬ 
ted  into  a  small  crowd  of  protes¬ 
ters.  As  people  moved  onto  the 
sidewalks  they  shouted  insults  at 
the  police  and  threw  things  at 
them.  During  these  scuffles,  the 
police  arrested  six  people,  who 
were  charged  with  assaulting  or 
obstructing  the  police.  At  least 
three  other  protesters  were  hos¬ 
pitalized.  None  of  the  queer¬ 
bashers  who  attacked  the  demon¬ 
stration  were  arrested. 

“Each  demonstration  becomes 
more  militant,”  commented  Chris 
Bearchell  in  a  telephone  interview. 
“The  first  one  [on  Feb.  6]  was  a 
spontaneous  reaction  of  blind  rage 
and  fear.  This  time  there  was  no 
fear  but  just  determined  and  con¬ 
trolled  anger.” 

According  to  Bearchell,  police 
have  totally  ignored  the  pressure 
that  has  come  not  only  from  local 


and  international  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  but  also  from  many  non-gay 
groups  and  individuals,  who  all 
spoke  out  against  the  February 
raids  and  the  police  harassment  of 
the  gay  community. 

“Some  things  remain  to  be 
done,  such  as  mobilizing  the 
straight  community  and  continu¬ 
ing  our  lobbying  for  changes  in  the 
Criminal  Code  and  for  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  sexual  orientation  to  the 
Human  Rights  Code.  And  there  is 
the  tactic  of  laying  charges  against 
the  police  for  their  brutality  in 
demonstrations.  Otherwise  there  is 
not  much  we  can  do,  legally.  The 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee  has 
formed  a  street  patrol  for  the 
downtown  area,  out  of  lack  of 
confidence  that  the  police  will  pro¬ 
tect  us.  Violence  against  gays  on 
the  street  has  gotten  really  bad,” 
said  Bearchell. 

Bearchell  commented  that  bars 
and  baths  are  the  bottom  line  of 
gay  culture,  in  that  they  provide  a 
relatively  safe  place  for  gays  and 
lesbians  to  get  together  socially. 
Canadian  police,  she  said,  have 
realized  this,  at  least  subcon¬ 
sciously,  in  their  frontal  attack  on 
baths  not  only  in  Toronto  but  in 
Edmonton.  On  May  30  Edmonton 
police  burst  into  the  Pisces  Spa 
with  video  cameras,  filming  every¬ 
one  as  they  kicked  holes  in  doors 
and  walls.  56  men  were  arrested  as 
found-ins  and  four  as  keepers  of  a 
bawdy-house. 

“The  way  the  police  are  using 
the  bawdy-house  laws  is  that  any 
gay  sexual  act  qualifies  as  an  act  of 
indecency,”  remarked  Bearchell. 
“Whether  a  minor  is  involved  .  .  . 
whether  both  parties  were  con¬ 
senting  .  .  .whether  any  money 
changed  hands  .  .  .  police  aren’t 
bothering  with  any  of  these  things. 

“Who  goes  to  the  baths?  Men 
who  can’t  bring  someone  home 
because  they  live  with  their  fami¬ 
lies,  or  men  who  are  into  sex  for  its 
own  sake.  In  that  way  the  baths  are 
an  institution  of  gay  subculture, 
and  if  police  can  intimidate  this 
continued  on  page  3 


Repeal  Sodomy  Law 


years  apart  in  age. 

The  current  law  in  the  nation’s 
capital  makes  any  sex  with  a  fe¬ 
male  under  16  illegal.  Nothing  is 
specified  about  a  legal  age  for 
males. 

The  proposed  changes  in  the 
age  of  legal  consent  were  unani¬ 
mously  approved  for  council  ac¬ 
tion  by  the  DC  City  Council’s 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  as 
part  of  a  package  of  bills  drafted 
by  Clark  to  make  broad  changes 
in  the  city’s  sexual  assault  laws. 

After  the  local  press  printed  ar¬ 
ticles  detailing  the  child-sex  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  bill,  council  members 
complained  that  citizens  were 
flooding  their  offices  with  calls 
saying  legalization  would  send  the 
wrong  signal  to  young  people.  In 
the  face  of  the  harsh  public  oppo¬ 
sition,  compromise  proposals  to 
the  bill  were  worked  out. 

Councilmember  Betty  Ann 
Kane  told  the  Washington  Star, 
“I  hope  that  in  the  future  the 
council  will  be  more  leery  of 
things  coming  out  of  that  commit¬ 
tee  [the  Judiciary  Committee  that 
approved  the  original  bill].  Things 
coming  out  of  that  committee 
tend  to  be  more  trendy-liberal 
than  the  community  is  ready  for.” 

The  new  amendments  retain  the 
crime  of  statutory  rape,  punish¬ 
able  by  a  jail  sentence,  for  anyone 
having  sex  with  a  person  15  or 
younger,  but  make  the  crime  gen¬ 
der-free.  Teenaged  males  could  be 
victims  as  well  as  teenaged  fe¬ 


males,  and  two  14-year-olds  en¬ 
gaging  in  sex  could  both  be  prose¬ 
cuted. 

The  amendment  also  establishes 
two  categories  of  sex  offenses. 
First-degree  sexual  assault,  includ¬ 
ing  rape  and  other  forms  of  sexual 
acts,  would  be  punishable  by  no 
more  than  twenty  years  in  prison. 
Rape  is  now  punishable  by  up  to 
life  imprisonment  in  D.C. 

Second-degree  sex  offenses  en¬ 
compass  sexual  assaults  upon 
those  who  cannot  resist  because  of 
their  physical  or  mental  condition, 
including  those  who  are  too  intox¬ 
icated  to  refuse. 

Finally,  after  an  hour  of  debate 
with  hostile  spectators  screaming 
“Immorality,”  the  council  voted 
to  keep  the  age  of  consent  at  16 
for  females.  The  remainder  of  the 
bill  was  approved,  including  the 
provision  decriminalizing  sodo¬ 
my. 

Several  clergymen  announced 
they  would  try  to  mobilize  support 
against  other  parts  of  the  bill  they 
find  objectionable  before  it  comes 
up  for  final  approval  on  July  14. 

Rev.  Andrew  Fowler  told  the 
Washington  Post,  “The  bill  puts 
the  reins  on  the  neck  of  lust  and 
tells  everybody  to  just  go  to  town. 
The  Bible  condemns  adultery.  The 
Bible  condemns  homosexuality. 
The  Bible  condemns  sodomy.  The 
Bible  condemns  every  one  of  those 
things  and  this  bill  legalizes  every 
one  of  those  things.” 

continued  on  page  3 
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quote  of  the  week 

“I  went  home  to  my  lover.  I  felt  violated  —  maybe 
it’s  like  a  woman  feels  after  she’s  been  raped.  I  felt  un¬ 
worthy  of  his  love  —  it’s  crazy,  but  I  did.  And  he  —  he 
was  ready  to  go  out  and  throw  bricks  at  the  police  and 
he’s  a  very  straight  business  type.” 

—  An  unidentified  gay  man  charged  as  a  found-in 
during  police  raids  on  the  Pisces  Sauna,  a  bathhouse 
in  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada.  Quoted  in  The  Body 
Politic  for  July  and  August,  1981. 


the  feminist  capital 

SAN  JOSE,  CA  —  For  what  may  be  the  first  time 
in  the  nation’s  history,  a  union  has  gone  on  strike  over 
the  sex-discrimination  issue  of  equal  pay  for  compar¬ 
able  work. 

The  strike  was  called  after  a  city-financed  study 
showed  that  municipal  employees  in  traditional 
“women’s  jobs”  were  underpaid  in  comparison  with 
those  in  comparable  jobs  usually  held  by  men.  Involv¬ 
ing  members  of  Local  101  of  the  American  Federation 
of  State,  County  and  Municipal  Employees,  the  strike 
was  not  over  equal  pay  for  equal  work  but  over  equal 
pay  for  jobs  requiring  comparable  education,  skills 
and  responsibility  and  causing  comparable  stress. 

Some  1500  union  members  went  on  strike  on 
Monday,  July  6,  after  negotiations  with  the  city  failed. 
The  union  is  demanding  parity  within  four  years  for 
workers  in  “women’s  jobs”  as  well  as  a  ten  percent 
salary  increase  over  the  next  two  years  for  all  city 
workers. 

The  city  of  San  Jose  has  offered  to  bring  the  sala¬ 
ries  of  the  700  workers  in  "women’s  jobs”  to  within 
ten  percent  of  the  average  for  all  city  workers  within 
two  years.  The  city  also  proposes  a  six  percent  cost- 
of-living  increase  for  all  Its  employees  for  each  of  the 
next  two  years. 

The  city  has  already  implemented  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  study  for  330  managerial  employees 
but  not  for  lower-level  workers. 

San  Jose  has  been  labelled  the  “feminist  capital 
of  the  world”  because  the  mayor,  a  majority  of  the  city 
council  and  a  number  of  high-level  officials  are  wom¬ 
en. 

"The  position  of  the  city  is  shameful,”  comment¬ 
ed  union  business  agent  Prudence  Slaathaug.  "The 
hypocrisy  is  more  than  just  about  anyone  can  take.” 


tea  time 

BOSTON— The  Boston  Tea  Party  2Vi  Committee, 
formed  when  Mayor  White  eliminated  the  position  of 
lesbian  and  gay  liaison  at  City  Hall,  continues  to  meet. 

The  position,  which  was  held  by  Robin  MacCor- 
mack  for  over  two  years,  was  eliminated  on  June  16, 
allegedly  because  of  Proposition  2Vi.  On  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  16th,  in  a  demonstration  sponsored  by  the 
Tea  Party  2Vz  Committee,  250  lesbians  and  gay  men 
rallied  at  City  Hall,  and  marched  to  the  Parkman 
House  protesting  taxation  without  representation. 
The  demonstrators  deposited  hundreds  of  tea  bags 
on  the  steps  of  Parkman  House. 

The  Tea  Party  2Vz  Committee,  which  attempted 
before  the  June  16  demonstration  to  meet  with  the 
mayor,  has  still  received  no  response  from  Kevin 
White.  Since  Robin  MacCormack  left  City  Hall,  there 
has  been  another  gay  murder,  and  harassment  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  has  worsened  throughout  the  city. 

"The  physical  safety  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  is  at  stake.  It  is  imperative  that  we  unite 
and  use  our  political  and  economic  power  against 
Mayor  White,”  says  committee  member  Lisa  Chernin. 

All  interested  members  of  the  community  are 
welcome  at  meetings,  which  are  held  every  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  5:30  p.m.,  at  the  offices  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  at  2  Park  Square, 
Boston. 


at  least  half 

JACKSONVILLE,  NC  —  The  commanding  gener¬ 
al  of  a  Marine  Corps  base  has  placed  several  local 
adult  businesses  off  limits  after  reports  that  marine 
recruits  were  involved  in  homosexual  prostitution. 

The  Front  Page  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  re¬ 
ports  that  Major  General  David  B.  Barker  ordered  the 
move  to  protect  marines  and  sailors  at  Camp  Lejeune 
from  “exposure  to  prostitution/homosexuality,  vene¬ 
real  disease,  drugs,  illegal  alcohol  and  violence.” 

Bookstore  operator  Eugene  Enslin  is  reported  to 
have  said  at  a  public  hearing  on  the  matter,  "At  least 
half  of  our  Marine  enlisted  men  around  here  have  had 
or  shortly  will  have  homosexual  experiences.  The 
promiscuity  rate  for  officers  is  a  little  less,  but  not 
much.” 

“Those  numbers  are  way  off  if  you  ask  me,”  Bark¬ 
er  reportedly  responded.  "I’d  be  a  liar  if  I  said  we  don’t 
have  homosexuality.  But  can  you  imagine  a  city  of 
22,000  with  18,000  homosexuals  hitting  town  on  pay¬ 
day?” 

The  allegations  of  hustling  by  marines  created  a 
scandal  in  many  newspapers  in  the  area 


gay  cancer 

Doctors  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco  report  an 
unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  a  rare  form  of  can¬ 
cer  among  sexually  active  gay  men  in  those  two  cities. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times  and  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  Times,  over  40  cases  of  Kaposi’s  sarcoma 
among  gay  men  have  been  reported  to  the  federal 
Center  for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta.  The  disease  af¬ 
fects  only  two  persons  out  of  every  three  million  in  the 
general  population  and  rarely  affects  persons  under 
the  age  of  50.  The  recent  gay  male  victims,  however, 
eight  of  whom  have  died  of  the  disease,  range  in  age 
from  26  to  51. 

Most  of  the  recent  gay  victims  have  either  lived  in 
New  York  or  visited  there  shortly  before  contracting 
the  disease.  Most  of  them  have  been  sexually  active 
with  a  number  of  different  partners  and  many  have 
been  treated  for  viral  infections  like  herpes,  cytomeg¬ 
alovirus  and  hepatitis  B  or  for  parasitic  infections  like 
amebiasis  and  giardiasis.  Many  have  used  amylnitrate 
or  LSD  while  having  sex. 

The  cancer  usually  appears  first  as  one  or  more 
violet  colored  spots,  often  on  the  legs.  The  spots 
usually  do  not  itch  or  cause  other  symptoms  and  may 
be  mistaken  for  bruises.  They  may  later  turn  brown. 
The  disease  often  causes  swollen  lymph  glands  and 
may  be  fatal  as  it  spreads  to  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Several  of  the  victims  were  found  to  have  severe 
defects  in  their  Immunological  systems  with  malfunc¬ 
tions  of  two  types  of  lymphocytes  that  play  important 
roles  in  fighting  infections  and  cancer. 


marching  to  yorkshire 

HUDDERSFIELD,  Yorkshire,  England  —  Eng¬ 
land’s  annual  lesbian  and  gay  pride  march  moved 
from  London  to  Huddersfield  this  year  as  2,000  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  came  from  across  the  United  King¬ 
dom  on  July  4  to  show  their  support  for  the  local  gay 
community  in  its  struggles  with  the  police. 

Meanwhile,  in  London,  600  women  and  children 
walked  from  Victoria  Station  to  the  University  of  Lon¬ 
don  to  "celebrate  being  together  and  demonstrate  our 
strength  in  the  face  of  ignorance,  discrimination,  and 
police  and  media  attacks." 

Both  events  were  free  of  the  arrests  and  violence 
which  have  plagued  past  demonstrations  by  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  communities  in  England. 

The  march  in  Huddersfield  followed  a  series  of 
arrests  of  gay  men  beginning  in  October  and  lasting 
through  the  spring.  Police  arrested  65  gay  men  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  close  down  the  Gemini,  Huddersfield’s 
only  gay  pub. 

At  the  march,  however,  it  was  announced  that 
charges  against  59  of  those  men  have  been  dropped. 

The  lesbian  celebration  in  London,  billed  specifi¬ 
cally  as  a  “celebration”  rather  than  a  "march”  be¬ 
cause  of  an  association  in  England  between  the  latter 
term  and  left-wing  male  marches,  was  held  in  the 
wake  of  a  violent  confrontation  between  police  and 
the  lesbian  community.  Last  April  4,  20  women  were 
arrested  for  obstruction  and  assault  after  an  incident 
at  the  second  National  Lesbian  Conference. 


michigan  or  bust 

BOSTON  —  A  chartered  bus  from  Boston  to  the 
Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  by  an  ad  hoc  group  of  local  women  under  the 
name  “Boston  Women’s  Music  Express.” 

Now  in  its  sixth  year,  the  Michigan  festival  is  a 
four-day  gathering  of  women  from  the  United  States 
and  elsewhere  held  on  undeveloped  woodland.  Camp¬ 
ing  equipment  and  a  good  sense  of  humor  about 
“roughing  it”  are  necessary,  but  Girl  Scout  merit 
badges  are  not  required.  The  festival  is  fully  acces¬ 
sible  to  the  disabled  and  all  concerts  are  interpreted 
for  the  hearing  impaired. 

This  year’s  concerts  will  include  Sweet  Honey  in 
the  Rock,  Alive!,  Ginni  Clemmens  and  Alix  Dobkin. 

Low-income  women  and  women  who  have  not  at¬ 
tended  in  the  past  are  especially  welcome  this  year. 
For  those  who  take  the  Boston  bus,  limited  scholar¬ 
ship  money  for  low-income  women  is  available.  Dona¬ 
tions  will  be  very  welcome. 

The  bus  will  leave  Boston  at  1 :00  p.m.  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  August  12  and  will  return  on  the  evening  of 
Monday,  August  17: 

Tickets  for  the  bus  will  cost  $105  for  women  of 
average  income,  $94  for  low-income  and  $120  for 
those  who  want  to  contribute.  Festival  tickets  must 
be  purchased  separately.  Orders  for  bus  tickets  must 
be  received  by  July  23. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  tickets,  send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Boston 
Women’s  Music  Express,  355  Boylston  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


the  borough’s  burrows 

NEW  YORK  —  Manhattan  Borough  President  An¬ 
drew  Stein  today  announced  the  appointment  of 
Thomas  Burrows  as  assistant  to  the  borough  presi¬ 
dent  and  liaison  to  Manhattan’s  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

“Mr.  Burrows  will  be  available  to  assist  me  in 
making  this  office  more  responsive  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  of  Manhattan,”  Stein  said. 

Prior  to  his  appointment,  Burrows  was  the 
special  assistant  to  the  executive  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  and  is  active  in  the  so¬ 
cial  and  political  life  of  Manhattan’s  gay  community. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Independent  Democrats 
and,  in  his  capacity  as  special  assistant,  has  repre¬ 
sented  NGTF  at  meetings  and  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Burrows  resigned  from  NGTF  last  March  to  pro¬ 
test  policies  of  executive  director  Charles  Brydon 
and,  specifically,  a  letter  to  a  U.S.  representative  argu¬ 
ing  against  introduction  of  legislation  to  prohibit  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  military  based  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 


taking  it  back 

BOSTON  —  Plans  are  being  made  for  this  year’s 
Take  Back  the  Night  march,  an  event  held  every  year 
to  protest  violence  against  women. 

“We  march  at  night,”  the  planning  organization 
says,  “because  we  are  often  afraid  to  go  out  for  fear  of 
being  attacked  on  the  street.  We  march  at  night  to  say 
that  together,  we  will  fight  for  our  safety  —  we  will 
fight  back!” 

The  organization  needs  help  not  only  in  planning 
the  event  itself  but  also  in  publicizing  it  and  doing  out¬ 
reach  to  other  organizations  and  communities. 

General  meetings  are  held  Monday  evenings  at 
the  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566  Columbus  Avenue, 
Boston.  For  information,  call  Rie  at  (617)  277-7145. 


lesbian  and  gay  business 

BOSTON  —  Concerned  by  the  increasing  trend 
for  the  gay  community  to  be  more  closeted,  several 
Boston  businesses  have  formed  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Business  Guild  of  Greater  Boston. 

The  purpose  of  the  group  is  to  increase  visibility 
and  maintain  integrity  in  lesbian  and  gay  businesses. 
The  first  project  of  the  group  was  “The  First  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Catalog,”  an  advertising  brochure  which  was 
distributed  nationally  in  recent  months.  Future  proj¬ 
ects  of  the  group  will  include  more  cooperative  adver¬ 
tising  efforts,  informational  meetings,  discussions, 
skill-sharing,  and  networking. 

Applications  for  membership  in  the  group  are 
now  being  accepted  from  businesses  which  qualify. 
They  must  have  a  product  or  service  to  sell  on  a  na¬ 
tional  scale,  always  be  openly  lesbian  and/or  gay  in 
advertising  and  other  publicity,  be  based  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  area,  be  feminist  or  pro-feminist  in  business  prac¬ 
tices  and  advertising,  and  be  committed  to  active  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  group. 

Prospective  members  are  invited  to  attend  an  in¬ 
formal  gathering  which  will  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  meet  the  current  members  of  the  guild  and  learn 
about  joining.  The  gathering  will  be  on  the  evening  of 
Monday,  July  20.  For  further  information  call 
(617)924-0336  or  write  to  Lesbian  and  Gay  Business 
Guild,  P.O.  Box  7222,  Watertown,  MA  02172. 


gays  study 

BOSTON,  JUNE  23  —  The  Boston  Institute  for 
Gay  Studies  held  its  first  public  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening  June  23  at  its  office  on  Beacon  Hill. 

The  Boston  Institute  is  an  educational  and  scien¬ 
tific  organization  created  to  provide  general  and  pro¬ 
fessional  education  and  to  support  research.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  September,  the  Institute  will  offer  a  series  of 
seminars  on  topics  relevant  to  homosexuality  in  the 
disciplines  of  sociology,  anthropology,  history, 
psychology  and  literature.  The  purpose  of  the  seminar 
series  is  to  survey  the  body  of  knowledge  available  in 
Gay  Studies  from  the  perspective  that  homosexuality 
is  a  fundamental  and  completely  ordinary  way  and,  at 
the  same  time,  a  special  and  very  important  way  of 
living  today. 

Studies  with  the  Boston  Institute  may  be  applied 
to  accredited  degree  programs  at  the  Associate, 
Bachelors  or  Masters  Degree  levels;  they  may  be  used 
for  continuing  education  credit  in  licensing  renewal 
or  for  personal  growth  as  well. 

For  information,  contact  Clinton  Andersonn  at 
(617)  498-6653  or  (617)  720-0693,  or  write  The  Boston 
Institute  for  Gay  Studies,  P.O.  Box  2750,  Boston,  MA 
02208.  The  Boston  Institute  will  hold  a  public  informa¬ 
tion  meeting  for  persons  interested  in  its  programs 
during  the  second  half  of  July. 
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Activist  Challenges  Texas  Sodomy  Law 


Judge  Cuts  Sentence  in  Boy-Love  Case 


Student,  Officer  Implicated 
In  Naval  Academy  Sex  Scandal 


office  is  well  known  for  its  preju¬ 
dice  and  unequal  treatment  of  gay 
defendants.” 

THRF  president  Robert  Schwab 
said  the  organization  is  prepared 
to  take  the  suit  to  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  if  necessary.  THRF 
predicts  that  a  victory  for  Baker 
will  set  a  precedent  by  which  other 
state  sodomy  laws  may  be  declared 
unconstitutional.  Richter  agreed 
that  a  favorable  ruling  in  Baker  v. 
Wade  would  have  a  significant 
precedential  value. 

Under  Section  21.06,  consensu- 


bers  of  the  same  family. 

One  week  after  the  June  26  hear¬ 
ing,  Simons  ordered  Groat  re¬ 
leased.  Simons  revised  all  three 
sentences  to  time  served  and  or¬ 
dered  concurrent  probation  for 
Groat  on  all  three  sentences. 

While  in  prison,  Groat  had 
undertaken  the  work  of  building  a 
network  for  homosexual  boy- 
lovers  in  prison,  estimated  by 
NAMBLA  to  be  at  least  5,000  in 
the  country.  Groat  said  he  received 
an  average  of  30  to  40  letters  a  day 
as  part  of  his  prison  project,  more 
mail  than  that  received  by  the  rest 
of  the  prison  population  com¬ 
bined. 

Groat  thinks  that  it  was  partly  as 
a  result  of  his  organizational  skills 
and  outside  contacts  that  the  sher¬ 
iff  favored  his  early  release. 

Ward  was  delighted  with  Judge 
Simons’  decision.  “The  judge  felt 
any  more  jail  time  would  exceed 
proper  punishment  for  the  of¬ 
fense,”  he  said.  “I  think  he  was 
impressed  by  David’s  letter.  We 
made  a  showing  that  the  effect  of 
consensual  sex  with  an  adolescent 
is  minimal  except  for  the  brouhaha 
caused  by  the  police  and  courts. 
The  real  lesson  is  that  if  people 
weren’t  behind  Groat,  I  never 
would  have  heard  of  him  and  I 
couldn’t  have  helped  him.  We’re 
ahead  of  the  game  by  our  own  net¬ 
work.  It’s  significant  that  there 
was  a  support  network.  Some¬ 
times,  occasionally,  it  works.  This 
was  one  of  those  times.  I’m  glad 
he’s  out.” 

NAMBLA  member  Wayne  Sun¬ 
day,  who  has  monitored  the  Groat 
case  closely,  told  GCN,  “My  feel¬ 
ing  was  that  they  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  David  after  six  months.  David 
was  well-liked  by  all  the  guards, 
except  for  the  one  homophobe. 
And  all  the  inmates  liked  him  a 
lot.” 

Groat  plans  to  move  to  New 
York  City.  He  admits  that  he  has 
been  politicized  by  the  entire 
experience  of  indictment,  trial  and 
imprisonment.  “My  interest  is  in 
the  prison  project  within 
NAMBLA,”  he  said. 

Groat  is  working  with  50  other 
imprisoned  men  who  are  in  jail  for 
statutory  sex  offenses  with  minor 
males. 

As  to  his  prison  term,  Groat 
commented,  “It  was  a  waste. 
Prison  is  just  a  waste.  It’s  just 
warehousing.  You  just  sit  and 
sit.”  —filed from  Boston 


By  David  Morris 
DALLAS,  TX  —  Post-trial 
briefs  will  be  filed  later  this  month 
in  a  class-action  lawsuit  challeng¬ 
ing  the  Texas  sodomy  law. 

After  hearing  arguments  on 
June  15  and  16,  Federal  District 
Judge  Jerry  Buckmeyer  asked  the 
defendant,  Dallas  District  Attor¬ 
ney  Henry  Wade,  and  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  gay  activist  Donald  Baker,  to 
file  final  briefs  by  July  15  and  30 
respectively.  Buckmeyer  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  rule  in  the  case  until  late 
summer  or  early  fall. 


By  Mitzel 

PITTSFIELD,  MA  —  David 
Groat,  sentenced  to  two  years  in 
prison  for  statutory  offenses  with 
a  consenting  minor  male,  was  re¬ 
leased  on  July  6  after  serving  only 
seven  months  of  his  sentence. 

Massachusetts  Superior  Court 
Justice  William  Simons  approved 
a  motion  by  Groat’s  attorney  for 
immediate  release  and  personally 
delivered  his  order  to  the  sheriff  of 
the  Berkshire  County  House  of 
Corrections  in  Pittsfield,  where 
Groat  has  been  jailed  since  last 
fall. 

Twenty-seven-year-old  Groat 
was  indicted  in  late  1979  on  three 
counts  for  one  sex  act  with 
15-year-old  Walter  Caricchio  in 
the  pool  room  of  the  Pittsfield 
YMCA,  where  Groat  was  employ¬ 
ed.  After  the  sex  act,  Caricchio 
told  his  stepmother  about  it,  who 
then  went  to  the  police  and  made  a 
complaint.  Caricchio  later  told 

Teachers 

Continued  from  page  1 

cision  conceded  that  their  action 
was  difficult.  Board  member  Son¬ 
ia  Ruby  said  she  thinks  teachers, 
like  clergy,  should  lead  exemplary 
lives. 

“We  might  accept  behavior 
from  an  actress  that  we  wouldn’t 
accept  from  a  teacher,”  she  said. 
Nevertheless,  she  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  suppression  of  free 
speech  “throughout  the  world. 
.  .  .  We  have  to  act  to  preserve 
those  freedoms.” 

Susan  Wilson,  newly  elected 
state  board  vice-president,  said 
the  Paramus  school  board’s  case 
contained  a  “weak  link”:  its 
failure,  to  prove  the  Gish’s 
advocacy  of  lesbian/gay  rights 
had  affected  the  children. 

She  said  that  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  receive  information  about 
homosexuality  and  alternative 
lifestyles  from  television  and  other 
media. 

“We  cannot  take  out  of  the 
classroom  everyone  who  doesn’t 
fit  someone’s  model  of  an  ideal 
teacher,”  she  said,  adding  that 
students  have  to  be  trusted  not  to 
be  influenced  by  teachers’  outside 
activities. 

“The  time  to  punish  people  is 

D.C. 
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Reaction  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  decriminalizing  sodomy  has 
been  cautious. 

Melvin  Boozer  of  the  Gay  Ac¬ 
tivists  Alliance  told  GCN  that 
since  all  D.C.  legislation  goes  to 
Congress  for  30  days,  either  house 
could  kill  the  bill. 

“We  are  deliberately  keeping  a 
low  profile,”  he  said.  “We  cannot 
afford  to  telescope  our  position  to 
the  Moral  Majority.  But  if  this  bill 
passes,  there  may  be  dancing  in 
the  streets.” 

One  observer  in  the  community 
said  the  bill  is  not  seen  as  an  im¬ 
portant  issue  because  D.C.  al¬ 
ready  has  a  city  law  banning  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference. 

“Given  the  attitude  here,  the 
bill  will  probably  be  passed,”  he 
said.  — fled  from  Boston. 


Baker,  who  has  never  been 
charged  with  violating  Section 
21.06  of  the  Texas  penal  code,  the 
law  in  question,  filed  suit  in  1979 
on  behalf  of  all  the  homosexuals  in 
the  state  on  the  grounds  that  the 
statute  violates  the  constitutional 
rights  to  privacy,  due  process  and 
equal  protection. 

Roz  Richter  of  the  Lambda  Le¬ 
gal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 
in  New  York  told  GCN  the  Texas 
case  is  an  unorthodox  legal  move 
in  that  it  involves  a  declaratory 
judgment  class  action  suit.  Ordin- 


police  he  actually  solicited  the  oral 
sex  from  Groat  since  he  knew 
Groat  was  gay. 

Groat  was  tried  before  Judge 
Simons  in  November,  1980  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  18).  At  trial, 
Groat  was  represented  by  North 
Adams  attorney  Michael  Ripps. 
On  November  10,  Simons  sen¬ 
tenced  Groat  to  concurrent  two- 
year  sentences  for  the  two  felony 
convictions  and  to  a  one-year  con¬ 
current  sentence  for  the  mis¬ 
demeanor  offense  of  contributing 
to  the  delinquency  of  a  minor. 

Groat  is  a  member  of  the  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Associ¬ 
ation  (NAMBLA)  and  while  under 
indictment  spoke  to  the  Boston 
and  New  York  NAMBLA  chap¬ 
ters.  NAMBLA  voted  to  accept 
Groat’s  case  as  part  of  its  political 
action  work.  A  fund-raising  ap¬ 
peal  was  sent  out  by  NAMBLA  on 
Groat’s  behalf  and  over  $1,000 
was  raised. 


not  when  they  say  something,  but 
when  they  do  something,”  she  ad¬ 
ded. 

The  state  board’s  ruling  is 
strongly  wordedr  It  reads,  “The 
mere  apprehension  of  fear  of  dis¬ 
turbance  in  the  operation  of  the 
school  system  is  not  enough  to 
justify  abridgment  of  a  teacher’s 
freedom  to  speak  out  regarding 
his  homosexuality. 

“In  balancing  the  right  of  free 
speech  as  against  the  duty  of  the 
school  board  to  run  a  thorough 
and  efficient  educational  pro¬ 
gram,  free  speech  must  prevail” 
unless  actual  disruption  occurs  or 
can  be  reasonably  predicted. 

In  the  course  of  Gish’s  nine- 
year  court  battle,  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  upheld  the 
Paramus  school  board’s  right  to 
require  Gish  to  be  examined  by  a 
psychologist.  Gish  was  subse¬ 
quently  seen  by  three  psycholo¬ 
gists,  one  of  whom  agreed  with 
the  school  board  that  Gish’s  open 
involvement  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  movement  could  affect  his 
students  and  warranted  his  dismis¬ 
sal. 

The  state  board  said  that  this 
one  psychologist’s  testimony,  bal¬ 
anced  against  the  testimony  of 
two  psychologists  favoring  Gish’s 
rehiring,  “is  not  sufficient  to  sat¬ 
isfy  ...  the  standard  requiring 
substantial  evidence  of  a  reason¬ 
able  expectation  of  disruption  to 
the  school  district’s  educational 
program  in  order  to  override  the 
First  Amendment  interests  in¬ 
volved  and  to  justify  dismissal  for 
conduct  unbecoming  a  teacher.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 

Raids 

Continued  from  page  1 
extreme  sector  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  it’s  bound  to  have  a  detri¬ 
mental  effect  on  the  whole  com¬ 
munity.  That’s  what  the  police  are 
aiming  for.  Some  gays  have  re¬ 
sponded  in  fear,  by  staying  away 
from  the  baths.  But  others  have 
reacted  in  defiance,  and  I  don’t 
think  there’s  been  any  big  decline 
in  business  at  the  baths,”  she  com¬ 
mented.  filed  from  Boston 


arily,  a  court  challenge  to  a  law 
would  involve  a  single  plaintiff  ac¬ 
tually  charged  with  violating  the 
law  in  question. 

Richter  said  the  suit  is  also  unu¬ 
sual  in  that  it  was  filed  in  federal 
court  instead  of  state  court. 

According  to  the  Texas  Human 
Rights  Foundation  (THRF)  of 
Dallas,  the  group  primarily  re¬ 
sponsible  for  financing  the  suit, 
Wade  was  chosen  to  represent  the 
defendant  class  of  all  Texas  district 
attorneys  because  “under  his  lead¬ 
ership  the  Dallas  district  attorney’s 


The  only  other  legal  case 
NAMBLA  has  taken  on  is  that  of 
Richard  Peluso,  now  at  Bridge- 
water  prison,  who  is  seeking  to  rid 
himself  of  his  status  as  a  “sexually 
dangerous  person.” 

Groat’s  attorney,  Boston  activ¬ 
ist  John  Ward,  argued  a  motion 
for  revocation  and  revision  before 
Judge  Simons  in  Pittsfield  on  June 
26.  In  a  brief  afternoon  session, 
Ward  offered  testimony  by  Jonas 
Fields,  a  Boston  psychiatrist  who 
is  an  expert  on  male  sexuality,  who 
told  the  court  that  the  impact  of  a 
sexual  encounter  between  an  adult 
male  and  a  sexually  active  teen- 
aged  male  might  cause  guilt  and 
anxiety  due  to  the  existing  taboo 
on  such  encounters.  But  the  long- 
range  impact,  Fields  said,  would 
be  neither  trauma  nor  permanent 
psychological  effect. 

Ward  also  offered  written  state¬ 
ments  to  the  court  from  two  cor¬ 
rectional  officers  at  the  Berkshire 
County  House  of  Corrections. 
They  testified  to  the  positive  influ¬ 
ence  of  Groat’s  activity  while 
incarcerated. 

Another  written  statement  was 
made  by  Roger  Goldin,  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Berkshire  County  Court 
Clinic.  At  Groat’s  original  sen¬ 
tencing,  Goldin  argued  against 
incarceration. 

A  letter  from  Groat  was  also 
given  to  Judge  Simons.  In  the  six- 
page  letter,  Groat  told  Simons 
about  the  changes  he  had  made  for 
the  better  among  the  prison  popu¬ 
lation  at  the  Berkshire  jail. 

Groat  began  his  incarceration  in 
protective  custody  because  the 
sheriff  and  guards  feared  that,  as  a 
convicted  “sex  offender,”  Groat 
might  face  threats  and  harassment 
from  the  general  inmate  popula¬ 
tion. 

As  it  turned  out.  Groat  was  soon 
released  from  protective  custody 
and  joined  the  rest  of  the  pris¬ 
oners.  He  worked  to  overcome 
homophobia  among  the  inmates 
and  talked  to  many  individual  pris¬ 
oners  to  educate  them  to  rid  them¬ 
selves  of  their  anti-gay  stereotypes. 

During  the  June  26  hearing,  no 
member  of  the  Berkshire  district 
attorney’s  office  showed  up  nor 
did  anyone  from  the  probation 
department.  Groat  thinks  that  a 
discreet  boycott  was  planned  by 
these  public  officials.  He  has  also 
established  that  the  district  attor¬ 
ney,  the  chief  assistant  district 
attorney  and  the  sheriff  are  mem- 


fly  Larry  Goldsmith 
ANNAPOLIS,  MD  —  A  mid¬ 
shipman  has  resigned  and  an  offi¬ 
cer  has  been  recommended  for  a 
transfer  and  eventual  discharge  af¬ 
ter  an  investigation  revealed  “pos¬ 
sible  homosexual  activity”  at  the 
U.S.  Naval  Academy. 

Navy  spokespersons  refused  to 
name  the  men  involved  and  de¬ 
clined  to  discuss  any  details  of  the 
case,  citing  federal  privacy  laws. 

In  a  statement  issued  July  1, 
Navy  officials  declared  that  al¬ 
though  homosexual  sex  is  prohibi¬ 
ted  by  the  Uniform  Code  of  Mili¬ 
tary  Justice,  no  judicial  action  will 
be  taken  against  the  two  men. 

One  source  told  GCN  that  a 


lieutenant  in  charge  of  assign¬ 
ments  had  made  sexual  advances 
to  four  midshipmen,  possibly  with 
the  promise  of  favorable  assign¬ 
ments.  Three  of  the  four  refused, 
according  to  the  source,  but  one 
consented  and  subsequently  spent 
two  nights  with  the  officer.  The 
midshipmen  who  refused  reported 
the  officer  to  academy  officials, 
the  source  said. 

The  midshipman  resigned  under 
a  clause  in  the  academy’s  adminis¬ 
trative  conduct  system  which  per¬ 
mits  a  person  found  guilty  of  a 
conduct  violation  to  submit  a 
qualified  resignation  in  lieu  of  re¬ 
ceiving  an  administrative  dismis¬ 
sal. 


al  sex  in  private  between  adults  of 
the  same  gender  is  a  Class  C  misde¬ 
meanor  punishable  by  a  fine  of  up 
to  $200. 

Schwab  told  GCN  that  about  25 
persons  have  been  charged  with  vi¬ 
olating  21.06  since  it  became  law  in 
L973.  He  said  the  law  has  been 
used  primarily  in  cases  in  which  sex 
has  taken  place  in  locations  that 
could  be  considered  private  by  the 
courts.  In  other  cases,  gay  defen¬ 
dants  have  been  charged  with  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  harsher  public  inde¬ 
cency  statute. 

Schwab  told  GCN  that  21.06  is 
being  challenged  in  the  courts  in¬ 
stead  of  in  the  legislature  because  a 
judicial  victory  is  more  likely. 
“It’s  unquestionably,  in  my  mind, 
the  route  to  go  at  this  time,”  he 
said. 

Richter  said  there  has  been  no 
legislative  repeal  of  a  state  sodomy 
law  in  the  past  two  years. 

When  it  adopted  the  Model 
Penal  Code  of  the  American  Law 
Institute  in  1973,  the  Texas  legisla¬ 
ture  added  Section  21.06  despite 
lobbying  by  lesbian  and  gay  acti¬ 
vists  and  others.  Homosexual  acts 
were  not  a  crime  under  the  model 
code.  Before  1973,  private  consen¬ 
sual  oral  or  anal  sex  between 
adults,  regardless  of  gender,  was  a 
felony  in  Texas  punishable  by  up 
to  15  years  in  prison. 

In  arguing  before  Buckmeyer’s 
court,  Wade  cited  “the  deaths  and 
abuse  of  young  men  by  homosexu¬ 
als  and  the  violence  associated 
with  homosexual  conduct  in  gen¬ 
eral.” 

Attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs 
called  to  the  stand  a  number  of  ex¬ 
pert  witnesses,  including  Judd 
Marmor,  past  president  of  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association, 
who  testified  that  homosexuality  is 
not  a  mental  illness  and  should  be 
decriminalized. 

Victor  Furnish,  a  professor  of 
theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  argued  that  condem¬ 
nation  of  homosexuality  on  the 
basis  of  the  biblical  account  of 
Sodom  results  from  mistranslation 
and  misunderstanding  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble. 

William  Simon,  a  University  of 
Houston  sociologist  and  former 
member  of  the  Kinsey  Institute, 
described  the  stigmatization  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  that  results  from 
laws  like  21.06. 

Southern  Methodist  University 
statistician  Campbell  Reed  cited 
figures  showing  that  homosexuals 
are  subject  to  discriminatory  law 
enforcement. 

The  single  expert  witness  called 
by  the  defense  was  Dallas  psychia¬ 
trist  James  Grigson,  who  was  re¬ 
cently  censured  by  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  for  uneth¬ 
ical  conduct  in  connection  with 
past  courtroom  testimony.  Grig- 
son  has  been  dubbed  “Dr.  Death” 
by  the  local  media  as  a  result  of 
his  testimony  for  the  prosecution 
in  a  number  of  capital  murder  cas¬ 
es. 

Grigson  testified  that  homosex¬ 
uals  suffer  from  “pathological  ill¬ 
ness.”  —  filed  from  Boston. 


A  recommendation  tor  the 
transfer  and  eventual  discharge  of 
the  officer  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  Department  of  the  Navy.  Aca¬ 
demy  officials  confirmed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  officer  remains  at 
Annapolis  pending  action  on  those 
recommendations. 

The  incident  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  officially  reported  instance  of 
homosexual  activity  at  the  Naval 
Academy.  Last  year,  two  men  and 
a  woman  were  dismissed  after  an 
investigation  showed  that  five 
male  midshipmen  had  engaged  in 
sexual  activity  with  the  woman  in 
the  student  dormitory. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices — 

moralistic 


pride  with  a 
new  meaning 

To  the  Editor  and  the  Community: 

To  say  that  we,  as  members  of  the  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee,  appreciate  the  help  that  dozens  of  people 
from  all  over  this  city  gave  us  on  Friday,  June  19 
in  connection  with  our  suit  against  Mayor  White 
and  others  in  city  government,  is  perhaps  the 
understatement  of  the  decade.  We  can’t  begin  to 
list  the  dozens  of  individuals  who  dropped  every¬ 
thing  in  their  own  lives  to  come  to  our  assistance. 
From  researching  legal  issues  to  making  hundreds 
of  phone  calls  to  collecting  signatures  of  support 
on  Charles  Street  to  packing  the  courtrooms  with 
supportive  faces  —  lesbians  and  gay  men  came 
out  in  force  that  day,  and  together  we  made  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  our  lives. 

We  often  hear  that  our  community  is  wracked 
by  factionaliismand dissension.  But  efforts  like 
this,  and  like  the  Tea  Party  2Vi,  where  women 
and  men  from  many  diverse  groups,  lifestyles, 
and  political  viewpoints  can  join  together  on 
extremely  short  notice  and  make  our  voices  heard 
in  an  organized,  effective  way,  prove  otherwise. 
The  12,000  people  who  marched  down  Charles 
Street  on  June  20  in  a  peaceful,  joyous  celebra¬ 
tion  could  not  have  done  so  if  it  hadn’t  been  for 
the  victory  we  won  in  the  courts.  And  if  we  hadn’t 
been  able  to  put  our  differences  aside  for  a  time 
and  unite  behind  that  issue,  nothing  at  all  would 
have  been  accomplished. 

We  thank  everyone  who  was  a  part  of  that 
effort  —  not  just  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  who  celebrated  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Pride  with  a  new  meaning  in  Boston  this  year! 
Jim  Anderson 
Beth  Kelly 
Tom  Chiodo 
Boston,  MA 


fingerpointing 

To  Community  Voices: 

I  have  read  repeatedly  the  “whomever  it  may 
concerns”  of  different  people  who  have  stuck 
their  noses  into  the  man/boy  love  of  a  Cincinnati 
man.  1  am  a  boy  lover.  I  am  right  now  going  to 
serve  twelve  more  years  on  my  sentence.  The 
boy’s  rights  were  not  violated.  He  was  not  lured, 
raped  or  forced  to  act  in  his  part.  Neither  was  I. 
Boys  who  are  forced,  coerced,  etc.,  tell.  Most  of 
us  have  never  been  told  on  by  our  loves.  It  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  third  party  and  the  injustice  of  the 
laws  against  us,  ALL  OF  US!  That  wins  out  with 
unfairness,  inhumanity,  and  injustice,  because  of 
all  you  self-righteous  people.  You  see,  you  sit 
there  and  point  fingers  at  us.  But  when  it  comes  to 
your  own  lifestyle  and  freedom,  I  would  love  to 
see  what  kind  of  justice  and  finger  pointing  you 
can  do.  Yes,  I  may  be  a  child-molester,  but  my 
boys  were  given  love,  a  chance  to  live  life,  and  a 
deeper  understanding  than  you  moralistic  finger- 
pointers  were  ever  willing  to  give  that  boy. 

They  look  for  love.  I  commend  that  man  for 
having  the  insight  to  play  nasties  with  that  boy.  I 
think  he  should  have  guided  him  a  little  better, 
but  he  will  learn.  I  have  been  a  boy  lover  since  1 
was  five  years  old.  This  is  my  second  prison  term 
for  it.  When  I  get  out  I  will  surely  love  again  those 
who  seek  my  love.  It  has  meant  losing  everything 
for  me  twice  before.  But  if  the  happiness  or  op¬ 
pression  of  one  child  can  be  eased  for  knowing 
me,  it  is  worth  every  year  that  I  must  serve. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Louis  A  Colantuono 
“The  Pedophile  trucker” 

Box  A-E  #6104 
SLO,  CA  93409 

P.S.  Please  print  my  name  and  address.  In  case 
anyone  wishes  to  deeper  understand  us,  1  will  an¬ 
swer  any  letter  sent  with  a  stamp  enclosed. 


not  proud  of 
pederasty 

Dear  GCN, 

I  really  enjoyed  Gay  Pride  this  year,  only  there 
is  one  thing  I’m  not  proud  of  in  the  gay 
community  and  that  is  pederasty.  There  is  no 
valid  reason  for  straights  to  deny  us  our  rights, 
except  when  we  insist  on  man/boy  love.  I  don’t 
accept  man/girl  love  with  straights  and  just 
because  I  am  gay  I’m  not  going  to  condone  gays 
who  practice  pederasty. 

It  should  be  made  clear  to  the  world  that  we  as 
consenting  adults  want  to  be  free  but  on  the  other 
hand  we  are  not  supporting  man/boy  love. 
Sincerely, 

Brad  Walton 
Boston,  MA 


Design 

Director 

Gay  Community  News  is 

looking  for  a  Design 
Director.  Graphic  Arts 
skills  necessary  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change. 
Low  salary  plus  medical 
benefits. 

Address  inquiries  and 
resumes  to  Amy  Hoffman, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108  or  call 
(617)  426-4469. 


lesbians  and  gay 
men 

Dear  People, 

I  do  not  feel  the  word  gay  should  properly  be 
applied  to  all  homosexuals.  The  people  who  use 
this  term  generically  (usually  men  and  non-homo¬ 
sexuals)  to  mean  lesbians  and  gay  men  would  be 
surprised  if  they  were  taken  to  a  womyn’s  bar  if 
they  asked  to  go  to  a  “gay  bar.”  This  sexist  atti¬ 
tude  is  also  prevalent  among  those  who  say  gay 
people  are  rich  (as  in  the  Advocate’s  ad  in  the 
straight  press)  or  graceful,  or  any  other  stereotype 
associated  with  gay  men  when  the  opposite  is  of¬ 
ten  true  of  our  lesbian  sisters,  who  are  oppressed 
because  the  strong  connection  with  “gay”  as  as¬ 
sociated  with  males. 

We  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  should  be  more 
aware  of  this  type  of  sexism  since  it  is  the  patriar¬ 
chy  which  says  the  word  “man”  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  generic  term  (much  as  the  word 
“gay”  has  been  laid  on  lesbians).  To  unlearn 
what  has  been  taught  by  a  heterosexist  society,  we 
may  have  to  make  new  words,  such  as  royalty- 
dom  (for  “kingdom”)  or  “to  human”  instead  of 
“to  man”  an  operation,  for  example.  I  feel  it  is 
better  to  try  to  be  non-sexist  by  being  inventive  in 
using  a  non-male-gendered  derivative  than  to  use 
traditional  phrases  which  will  continue  to  be 
harmful  for  the  liberation  of  us  all,  and  beneficial 
to  the  patriarchal  system  which  defines  itself  and 
others  with  its  sexist  vocabulary. 

What  is  wrong  with  using  sexist  terms  is  that  of¬ 
fends  those  who  do  not  define  themselves  by  sex 
roles,  but  worse,  it  reinforces  an  image  of  what 
the  words  stand  for.  We  can  little  afford  to  help 
stereotype  ourselves  into  an  image  of  whatever  a 
sexist  community  wishes  us  to  be. 

Instead,  we  must  strive  to  become  more  of  what 
we  already  are  in  self-defined  terms,  not  in  terms 
derived  by  only  one  and  from  only  one  non¬ 
feminist  viewpoint.  There  is  a  message  that  needs 
to  be  heard  and  it  can’t  be  said  in  a  language  filled 
with  sexism.  In  developing  our  non-sexist  lan¬ 
guage  our  culture  will  be  enriched.  To  do  this  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  must  work  together. 

In  love  and  peace, 

Bruce  R.  Davies 
Milwaukee,  WI 


changing  the 
aesthetic 


sisterhood  begins 
at  home 


Dear  GCN, 

Two  letters  —  Anne  Donnelly’s  “on  the  edge” 
and  Bruce  MacDonald’s  “beauty  springs  forth” 
—  and  Richard  Burns’s  review  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus’s  Boston  performance, 
all  in  the  July  4  GCN,  complement  each  other,  at 
least  for  me. 

Donnelly  feelingfully  complains  about  the 
accomodationist  tactics  and  postures  of  such  les¬ 
bian  singer-songwriters  as  Holly  Near  and  Cris 
Williamson,  who  are  the  best  known  women’s 
music  performers  to  those  outside  women’s  com¬ 
munities.  Burns  rhapsodizes  over  the  arch- 
accomodationist  gay  male  choir  that  blandly 
adopts  sentimental  straight  songs.  And  Mac¬ 
Donald,  citing  his  own  experiences,  holds  that 
“we  can  change  the  aesthetic”  —  in  his  argument, 
of  our  individual  sexual  tastes  —  “by  having  .  . . 
consistent  values.” 

To  my  mind,  Holly  Near  has  gone  farther  than 
any  other  performer  in  changing  her  own  aes¬ 
thetic  values  and  those  of  her  audiences  by  hold¬ 
ing  fast  to  such  other  values  as  her  pacifism, 
socialism,  and  feminism.  She  was  not  at  first  a 
lesbian,  and  I  applaud  her  firmness  against  pres¬ 
sure  to  make  lesbian  identity  the  most  salient 
characteristic  of  her  work.  She  is  first  and  fore¬ 
most  a  political  artist,  one  who  believes  in  and 
practices  the  arts  of  persuasion  in  order  to  draw 
more  people  into  activity  that  will  help  bring 
about  a  more  peaceful  and  equitable  social  fabric. 
Some  may  object  to  her  tactics,  as  does  Donnelly, 
because  they  may  backfire.  To  object  to  them  and 
to  Near  because  she  isn’t  lesbian  enough  ignores 
the  fact  that  Holly  Near  has  always  had  a  con¬ 
stituency  much  broader  than  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  —  a  constituency  she  welcomes  and  will 
not  repudiate  in  order  to  become  a  lesbian  mouth¬ 
piece  or  archetype. 

The  San  Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  on  the 
other  hand,  seems  typical  of  the  gay  male  lack  of 
values,  let  alone  consistency  in  anything  but  sed¬ 
ulous  aping  of  straight  commercial  culture.  Ex¬ 
cept  for  Harvey  Milk’s,  I  don’t  note  a  single  gay 
name  in  the  repertoire  Burns  reports.  There  was 
clearly  no  impetus  to  change  gay  men’s  musical 
aesthetic,  despite  the  existence  of  significant 
choral  literature  by  such  gay  composers  as  Lou 
Harrison  and  Ned  Rorem.  Instead,  there  was  the 
same  old  drag  show,  only  without  the  skirts  and 
feathers.  What  does  it  feel  like  to  hear  130  gay 
men  sing  “The  Man  I  Love”?  Rather,  I  suppose, 
as  it  feels  attending  that  graceless  and  witless  tra¬ 
vesty  “Boy  Meets  Boy”  —  nauseating. 

Finally,  not  to  forget  the  matter  of  Cris  Wil¬ 
liamson.  I’m  uncertain  what  the  fuss  is  about.  I 
haven’t  read  the  “disgusting  interview  in  Mother 
7ones”Donnelly  cites,  and  I  have  heard  both 
women  who  were  and  those  who  weren’t  pleased 
by  Williamson’s  recent  live  shows.  If  she  is  soft- 
pedaling  her  lesbian  identity,  as  it  seems  might  be 
partly  the  cause  of  objection  to  her,  perhaps  she 
has  found  that  adhering  to  certain  values  — 
mutual  respect,  affection,  emotional  honesty  — 
calls  for  changing  a  rigidly  lesbian  sexual 
aesthetic.  If  so,  I  understand.  Holding  those  same 
values,  I  found  it  necessary  to  abandon  a  rigid  gay 
male  sexual  aesthetic,  to  realize  that  I’m  straight, 
too. 

Ray  Olson 
St.  Paul,  MN 


Proud  Gaysl 

!■★★★★★★  ★★★tjr 

Please  help  us  make  our  photo 
spread  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride, 
USA,  a  success.  Send  us  a  black  and' 
white  glossy  photo,  the  number  who 
participated,  the  theme  and  year 
(e.g.  first,  fifth),  and  a  quote.  Must  be 
in  by  July  14.  Send  SASE  if  you  want 
the  Dhoto  returned. 

★★★★★★★★★★★ 


To  the  editors  of  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  take  issue  with  Anne  Donnelly 
and  the  criticism  she  expressed  concerning  lesbian 
musicians.  I  believe  that  Ms.  Donnelly  herself 
represents  the  real  problem  many  lesbian  and 
women  artists  face  within  our  own  community  — 
a  sense  of  powerlessness  and  victimization  that 
leads  women  to  attack  other  women  who  are  in 
the  public,  who  appear  to  be  successful,  or  who 
are  moving  to  make  changes  in  the  world.  Why 
wait  for  Reagan  to  attack  us  for  free  thought  and 
expression  when  we  already  have  an  army  of 
“womyn”  tearing  us  down,  for,  among  other 
things,  not  dressing  in  the  politically  correct  man¬ 
ner  or  not  singing  and  writing  the  songs  they  think 
we  ought  to  be  singing  and  writing. 

It  never  fails  to  amaze  me  how  few  women  who 
criticize  other  artists’  work  ever  try  to  do  that 
work  themselves.  Perhaps  even  more  dangerous 
is  the  idea  that  the  artist  is  somehow  responsible 
for  making  Ms.  Donnelly’s  or  Maxine  Feldman’s 
life  problems  disappear,  that  she  has  to  dress  in 
clothes  that  make  Anne  Donnelly  feel  good.  Why 
can’t  you  just  feel  good  about  your  clothes,  your 
job,  your  life?  And  the  fascist  proscriptions  that 
follow  so  logically  from  the  idea  that  Ms.  Donnel¬ 
ly  owns  the  music  that  Holly  Near  makes  is  fright¬ 
ening.  Holly  Near  is  singing  the  songs  she  wrote, 
expressing  the  feelings  she  has,  and  if  they  are  un¬ 
iversal  and  they  move  others,  then  she  is  good  at 
her  art.  But  only  the  artist  can  define  for  herself 
what  her  responsibility  is,  what  her  feelings  are  — 
not  some  politically  correct  party  or  ideology. 
Can  Anne  Donnelly  really  be  saying  that  Holly 
Near  should  act,  dress,  think,  and  sing  to  please 
her?  (especially  when  her  own  life  seems  to  be  so 
unbearable.) 

If  you  don’t  like  things,  Anne,  then  you  had 
better  start  moving  to  change  them,  instead  of 
spending  all  your  energy  telling  women  who  are 
doing  something  what  you  think  they  should  do. 
Don’t  you  think  we  all  share  the  same  oppres¬ 
sion?  What  is  the  difference  between  you  and 
Holly  Near?  Do  you  expect  her  to  take  you  out  of 
the  oppression  of  your  life?  And  what  does  she 
owe  you  that  you  cannot  make  yourself?  Music, 
art,  painting,  are  not  owned,  any  more  than  life  is 
owned,  it  is  made,  it  is  created.  That  this  culture 
puts  a  price  on  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  artist,  it  is 
the  reality  we  must  deal  with,  work  against,  or 
through,  or  whatever.  Enough  of  this  fascism 
masquerading  as  sisterhood.  Sisterhood  starts 
with  you,  Anne.  Long  live  the  freedom  to  make 
art,  and  long  live  the  freedom  to  cherish  the  art 
that  freedom  produces. 

Marian  Roth 
New  York,  NY 


stay  tuned 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  to  Kathy  MacDonald,  Mondo  Gaitan, 
Jerry  Scoppettuolo,  et  al.  for  putting  on  the  New 
England  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference:  and  to 
Robert  Aldrich  for  writing  it  up  (GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  50).  For  me  the  conference  was  a  great  place 
for  meeting  people  and  learning  from  them.  I’d 
like  to  make  one  small  correction  to  the  write-up. 
The  radical  fairy  circle  did  not  meet  at  the  same 
time  as  the  S&M  discussion.  I  ought  to  know,  for 
1  was  one  of  a  few  men  at  both  of  them.  For  more 
on  whether  one  can  be  a  feminist,  a  radical  fairy, 
and  an  S&M  man  at  the  same  time,  keep  tuned  to 
these  pages. 

Dee  Michel 
Cambridge,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Greetings  from  Washington,  D.C.! 


Greetings  from  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC 

Produced  by  Robert  Epstein, 
Francis  Reid,  Greta  Schiller,  Lucy 
Winer 

By  Cindy  Patton 
When  I  arrived  at  New  York 
City’s  Town  Hall,  there  were  al¬ 
ready  people  milling  around.  The 
crowd  was  mostly  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  clad  in  the  various  forms  of 
apparel  that  have  come  to  mark 
the  components  of  our  sub-cul¬ 
ture.  Theatergoers  headed  for 
Broadway  shows  had  to  step  out 
into  the  street  in  order  to  get  by.  A 
few  placed  polite  inquiries,  but 
most  steered  clear.  The  moms  and 
dads  of  the  filmmakers  were 
there,  along  with  a  few  straight 
friends,  but  to  the  casual  passer¬ 
by,  this  was  a  gathering  of  queers. 
What  we  were  doing  just  a  block 
from  Times  Square  was  not  entire¬ 
ly  clear  —  the  marquee  read  simp¬ 
ly:  “Greetings  from  Washington, 
D.C.” 

The  warmup  speeches  and  mu¬ 
sic  (provided  by  people  involved 
with  the  film)  emphasized  that  the 
film  was'  a  group  effort  by  film¬ 


makers,  financial  contributors, 
and  marchers  (over  one  hundred 
thousand  of  us.)  As  the  lights 
went  down,  I  realized  that  1  was 
about  to  break  the  first  law  of 
journalism  —  1  was  about  to  re¬ 
view  something  that,  as  a  marcher 
in  1979,  I  had  helped  to  create. 
The  production  values  and  care 
exercised  by  the  filmmakers  had, 
indeed,  made  Greetings  from 
Washington,  D.C.  a  community 
project.  , 

So  many  people  cheered  for  so 
much  of  the  film  that  it  was  hard 
to  retain  any  semblance  of  “criti¬ 
cal  perspective.”  The  cinematic 
quality  of  the  film  was  very  good; 
it  sits  squarely  within  the  best  doc¬ 
umentary  tradition.  The  fine,  vi¬ 
brant  connection  between  the 
filmmakers  and  their  subjects 
challenges  ideas  about  film  lan¬ 
guage  in  documentaries. 

Born  in  the  age  of  imperialistic 
anthropology,  documentaries  tra¬ 
ditionally  look  at  the  “other” 
from  a  “mainstream”  point  of 
view.  As  an  “outsider”  the  film¬ 
maker,  no  matter  how  sympathet¬ 
ic,  can  never  really  bridge  the  gap 


between  documentarist  and  sub¬ 
ject. 

In  rare  cases  (becoming  more 
frequent  as  minorities  gain  access 
to  production  tools)  when  an 
“us”  group  steps  back  to  film  it¬ 
self,  something  very  different 
takes  place.  The  filmmaker  and 
subject  come  together  in  a  new 
way.  We  witness  this  most  poig¬ 
nantly  in  Greetings  when  one  crew 
films  another  crew  as  they  stop 
shooting  and  exuberantly  begin 
waving  “hi”  to  all  of  their 
friends.  They  seemed  to  be  saying 
“Hey,  this  is  us!  We’re  filming 
us!” 

And  that  is  the  feeling  imprint¬ 
ed  on  this  important  work.  The 
many  people  interviewed  know 
who  they  are  talking  to,  and  that 
makes  an  incredible  difference  in 
how  they  present  their  message. 
They  aren’t  talking  to  the  five 
o’clock  news;  they  don’t  have  to 
talk  in  code. 

The  editing  is,  for  the  most 
part,  good.  Scenes  were  chosen 
that  best  represent  the  range  and 
diversity  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
at  the  march.  Care  was  taken  to 


identify  by  location  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  small  towns  all 
across  the  country.  The  film  will 
encourage  these  lesbians  and  gay 
men  as  they  develop  their  own, 
non-urban  lifestyle.  There  is  none 
of  the  move-to-the-gay-meccas 
message  that  is  often  subtly  articu¬ 
lated  in  gay  media.  I  came  away 
from  the  film  feeling  less  like  I  live 
in  an  isolated  ghetto.  I  felt  the 
commonality  that  binds  us  all  to¬ 
gether  despite  our  problems  of 
race,  class,  urban/nonurban, 
men/women,  etc. 

One  thing  1  disliked  about  the 
film  was  a  needlessly  long  inter¬ 
view  with  a  straight  couple  (from 
Britain  or  Australia).  This  is  the 
only  time  straights  figure  in  the 
film  and  they  end  up  circumlocut- 
ing  and  looking  foolish.  They  are 
idiosyncratic  and  reflect  no  par¬ 
ticular  point  of  view.  It  seemed 
like  a  hand  had  entered  the  film  to 
remind  us  why  everyone  was  in 
D.C.  Including  the  segment  serves 
no  good  cinematic  purpose  (al¬ 


though  the  couple  is  pretty  silly) 
and  I  would  rather  have  had  those 
minutes  spent  on  us. 

The  film  just  ends,  abruptly  and 
unsatisfyingly.  A  long  list  of  spon¬ 
sors  and  participants  rolls  by  over 
a  lovely  reddish  background.  It 
was  nice  to  see  who  had  supported 
the  march  (many  of  you  will  see 
your  own  names  up  there)  but  I’d 
have  run  the  credits  over  more 
shots  of  the  marchers.  The  film 
only  runs  for  about  a  half  hour, 
and  it’s  a  shame  to  waste  time  on 
pretty  backgrounds. 

Overall,  the  film  is  a  successful 
documentary  and  an  important 
milestone  in  the  visual  record  of 
lesbian  and  gay  struggle.  The  grass 
roots  organizing  and  professional 
filmmaking  that  made  this  film 
possible  are  parts  of  our  culture 
that  we  can  be  proud  of.  We  are 
becoming  more  visible  and  we  can 
document  our  own  history. 
Available  through  Lucy  Winer, 
Greetings  Films,  157  Garfield 
Place,  Brooklyn,  NY  11215. 


Proud  Pansy  Productions 

presents 

A  Midsummer  Night’s 
Dance-Party  for  Men 

8  p»m»  Saturday  July  11 


at  the 

Cauldron  Experimental  Theatre 
22  Randolph  St.  (off  Harrison  in  the  South  End) 

Dover  T-Stop 


Donation  requested*  Bring  food/drink/whatever. 


Primal  Fear 

Directed  by  Anne-Claire  Poirier. 
With  Julie  Vincent  and  Germain 
Houde.  At  Off  the  Wall,  15  Pearl 
St.,  Cambridge,  thru  July  20. 

By  Lee  Swislow 

Primal  Fear,  by  French-Canadi- 
an  filmmaker  Anne-Claire  Poir¬ 
ier,  is  about  rape.  It’s  about  one 
rape,  in  particular,  and  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  rape  in  general.  Primal  Fear 
is  an  uncompromising  film  that 
left  me  no  escape  from  the  deva¬ 
stating  realization  of  what  vio¬ 
lence  against  women  really  means. 
Yet  now,  five  days  and  a  lot  of 
talking  later,  I  can  start  to  appre¬ 
ciate  the  power  and  honesty  of  the 
movie. 

Suzanne,  a  nurse,  leaves  her 
hospital  around  midnight  for  a  15 
minute  walk  home.  She  is  grabbed 


by  the  rapist,  a  knife  at  her  throat, 
pulled  into  a  van,  beaten  up  and 
thrown  in  a  corner.  At  this  point, 
much  of  what  we  see  is  from  Su¬ 
zanne’s  perspective.  We  watch  the 
rapist  talking,  drinking  beer, 
smoking  cigarettes  —  and  hating 
women.  His  violence  comes  in 
waves,  ending  with  the  actual 
rape.  We  then  see  Suzanne  stum¬ 
ble  home,  look  in  her  mirror,  and 
finally  start  to  scream. 

The  next  part  of  the  film  alter¬ 
nates  between  scenes  of  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  Suzanne  —  being  exam¬ 
ined  at  the  hospital,  questioned  by 
the  police,  comforted  by  her  boy¬ 
friend  —  and  newsreel  footage  of 
violence  against  women  —  mass 
rapes  in  Vietnam,  a  young  girl’s 
Continued  on  Page  8 


Julie  Vincent  (I)  and  Germain  Houde  (r)  Powerful  and  gripping,  the 
tough  film  connects  personal  and  social  violence. 


Father  Frank  Gillespie 

M.Ed.  in  Counseling 
Catholic  Priest  Therapist 

has  joined  the  staff  of  Rev.  Dr.  Calvin  E.  Turley  and  Associates, 
31  Channing  Street,  Newton  Corner,  Newton  MA  02158, 
where  he  offers  therapy  attending  to  the  psychological 

Telephone  (617)  965-2040 


WHATEVER  YOUR  TAXI  NEEDS? 
CALL  CHECKER  TAXI  CO. 
BOSTON’S  PREFERENCE 

536-7000  CHECKER)  536-7000 


DELIVERING  PEOPLE  AND  PACKAGES 
24  HOURS  A  DAY  SINCE  1920 

FOR  FAST  RADIO  DISPATCH 
DON’T  TAKE  A  CHANCE  —  TAKE  A  CHECKER 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FisherT ravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Ftarry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 

Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV  -  Radio  -  Phonos-  Hifi- Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  o  specialty  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square^  (617)  j?66-1 450^ 


complete  fbek  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 

24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
31 1  COMMONWEALTH  AYE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

DAWEVES  527-8097 


PLEASANT  SERVICE 
^  CLEANERS  V: 

Alterations  &  Repairs 


•  Tailoring 

•  Personalized  Service 

•  Box  Storage 

•  Fur  Storage 

•  Hours  7  A.M.-6  P.M. 
Monday-Friday 

•  Saturday  8  A.M.-5  P.M. 


950  MAIN  ST.,  MELROSE  665-6770 


JOSEPH  K. 
KENYON,  Jr. 

GENERAL  PRACTICE  of  LAW 

CIVIL  and  CRIMINAL 
MAHERS 

CONSULTATION 

and 

LITIGATION 

29  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  AAA  02116 

262-3160 


Mumbmg 

Cheating 


Robert 

427-2778 


loneliness... 

...despair... 

...suicide? 

Call  The  Samaritans  anytime. 

Boston:  (617)  247-0220 
Lawrence:  (617)  688-6607 
Providence:  (401)  272-4044 
Cape  Cod:  (617)  548-8900 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 

Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 02111 


Counseling 

Associates 

of 

Jamaica  Plain 

Individual  Therapy,  Group  Therapy, 
Couples  Counseling,  Vocational, 
Intellectual  and  Projective  Testing 

Insurance  Accepted 

Clinical  Psychologist  &  Psychotherapist 

524-0093 


Announcing . 


Benjamin 


At  . 

—  in  nil . . mb  tarsYi  mamm 

Salon  de  Jon 

80  Charles  Street 

Boston  (Beacon  Hill)  02114 

(617)  720-0212 

... 

Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training' 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months,  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660,  Boston,  MA  02208 


Allegra  Productions  Presents 

WALLFLOWER  ORDER 

NCE  COLLECTIVE 


Fri.-Sun.  July  17-19 
and  July  24-26 

Everyone  Welcome 


Interpreted  for  Hearing  Impaired 
July  23 

Family  Night  Sun.  July  19 
(Adults  $6.50;  Under  18  $1.00;  Under  12  Free) 

Time:  8:00  PM 

at  First  Church  Congregational 
11  Garden  St.,  Harvard  Sq.,  Cambridge 
For  childcare  and  additional  information  call 
(617)  547-1378 

_  _ _  A  Tickets:  $6.50 

Ticket  Outlets:  Boston:  Glad  Day  Bookshop  (542-0144),  ConcertCharge  (426-8181),  Boston  Self 

Help  Center  (354-0080);  Cambridge:  Women’s  Emporium  (661-2059),  Red  Book  Store  (491-6930), 
New  Words,  Out  of  Town  Ticket  Agency;  Out  of  Town:  The  Women’s  Bookstore,  78  May  St.| 
Worcester,  MA  (791-5127);  Womonfyre  Books,  Northampton  MA  (586.-6445);  Mail  Order:  send 
money  order  and  self  addressed  stamped  envelope  to  Allegra  Productions,  267  Allston  St., 
Cambridge  MA  02139  (Specify  1st  and  2nd  choice  of  dates). 


Fear 

Continued  from  Page  5 
clitorectomy  in  Africa,  the  shav¬ 
ing  of  women’s  heads  in  France 
after  World  War  II.  The  movie 
also  shows  Suzanne  several 
months  after  the  rape,  unable  to 
leave  her  apartment,  unable  to  re¬ 
spond  to  her  boyfriend’s  love  and 
caring,  and  eventually  killing  her¬ 
self. 

I  was  incredibly  shaken  after 
the  movie.  Partly  I  wanted  to 
scream  and  cry,  partly  I  wanted  to 
talk  the  feelings  away,  and  partly  I 
was  furious  for  having  had  to  see 
the  brutalness.  The  scene  of  the 
clitorectomy  was  the  most  pain¬ 
ful.  While  watching  it,  I  was  say¬ 
ing  —  no,  I  don’t  want  this  picture 
in  my  mind.  I  don’t  want  to  have 
to  see  it  repeated  again  and  again 
inside  my  head. 

At  a  reception  for  Anne-Claire 
Poirier,  sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Area  Rape  Crisis  Center,  I  asked 
her  about  the  clitorectomy  scene. 
She  said  when  she  First  saw  the 
documentary  footage,  she  had  to 
stop  the  projector  four  times.  It 
was  impossible  to  watch  straight 
through.  But,  she  said,  “my  work 
is  with  images.  People  can  run 
away  from  what  they  read.  They 
can’t  run  away  from  the  image.” 

Not  running  away  is  the  whole 
point  of  Primal  Fear.  Poirier 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  making 
this  film,  including  hours  of  inter¬ 
views  with  rape  victims  and  people 
who  work  with  rape  victims.  She 
is  still  angry  about  the  invisibility 
of  rape,  about  how  much  shame 
rape  victims  carry,  about  the  deni¬ 
al  of  the  prevalence  of  rape.  She  is 
angry  about  the  silence  which  has 
surrounded  rape.  Poirier  made 
Primal  Fear  to  shatter  that  silence 
and  to  force  open  a  space  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  realities  of  rape. 

One  of  the  hardest  parts  of  the 
movie  was  Suzanne’s  inability  to 
recover  from  the  rape.  She  says, 
“It’s  not  the  rape  itself  or  the  pen¬ 
etration.  It’s  the  fear.  I  caught 
fear  and  lost  love.”  Her  boy¬ 
friend’s  love  was  all  Suzanne  was 
offered.  And  he  really  couldn’t 
understand  what  Suzanne  was 
feeling.  There  were  no  women 
friends;  there  was  no  rape  coun¬ 
seling.  Suzanne’s  suicide  left  me 
feeling  depressed  and  powerless. 

Women  who  do  rape  counseling 
say  that,  in  fact,  most  women  who 
are  raped  do  not  kill  themselves. 
Poirier  said  that  she  wanted  to 
make  clear  how  much  rape  can  de¬ 
stroy  a  woman’s  soul  and  her  abil¬ 
ity  to  live.  This  was  not  meant  to 
be  a  movie  about  what  can  and 
should  happen,  but  about  what 
has  happened  and  does  happen. 

Although  depressed  after  the 
movie,  I  am  now  feeling  the 
strength  that  comes  from  having 
reality  honestly  shown.  Rape  is 
horrible.  Violence  against  women 
is  horrible.  But  it  exists.  And  I 
don’t  need  to  be  protected  from 
that  knowledge.  I  now  can  feel 
some  of  the  inspiration  to  contin¬ 
ue  working  to  change  a  society 
that  generates  and  perpetuates 
such  violence. 

But  I  only  got  to  this  point  after 
a  lot  of  time  to  talk,  and  scream 
and  cry.  When  Primal  Fear  was 
shown  at  the  Redbook  Store  ear¬ 
lier  this  summer,  there  were  dis¬ 
cussions  after  every  showing.  (On 
Sunday,  July  12,  at  1  p.m.,  there 
will  be  a  special  benefit  showing 
for  the  Cambridge  Safehouse  Net¬ 
work,  with  free  refreshments  and 
a  discussion  led  by  Safehouse  or¬ 
ganizers.  Off  the  Wall  is  not  pro¬ 
viding  space  for  discussion,  with 
the  exception  of  one  showing.) 
The  movie  program  includes  a 
statement  from  the  Boston  Area 
Rape  Crisis  Center  that  encourag¬ 
es  people  to  call  them  if  they  want 
to  talk  about  the  issues  and  feel¬ 
ings  the  movie  raises.  They  will  or¬ 
ganize  discussion  groups  if  women 
want  them.  I  would  suggest  that 
people  go  to  the  movie  with  at 
least  one  (preferably  more)  hand 
to  hold,  and  with  plenty  of  time 
afterward  to  process  the  experi¬ 
ence. 


^T<l£>itrut\Jrtc. 


HAIRCI  TS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OF  WFXGBFJNC 

CORNER  OF  NF.WBIRY  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON.  M A  021 16  TELEPHONE  266-0300 
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behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

1  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sot. 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

Seneral  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


© 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HCRLTH  C€NT€A 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbian  health 

Issues.  Menopouse. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows — Available  for 
Groups 

uiomen-worfcer,  owned  and  controled 
639  Moss.  Ave..  Cambridge  547-2302 


FENWAY  COMMIMTY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  tor  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Sometimes  you  get 
more  than 
you’re  itching  for. 


Intimate  moments  can  make  for  pleasant  memories,  but  occasionally, 
something  a  lot  less  pleasant  lingers  as  well — crabs,  for  example.  Now  there’s 
RID,®  a  liquid  treatment  that  kills  crabs  in  10  minutes  and  provides  rapid  relief 
of  itching.  RID  contains  a  safe,  medically  proven  natural 
ingredient  at  almost  twice  the  concentration  of  the  leading 
non -prescription  product.  Each  package  also  includes 
an  instruction  brochure  and  fine-tooth  comb  for  lice  and  nit 
removal.  You  can  buy  RID  at  your  pharmacy  without  a 
prescription  and  begin  treatment  at  once. 

But  remember,  38%  of  the  people  with  crabs  have  been 
found  to  have  something  worse,  like  VD.  So  if  you  think 
you  may  have  been  exposed  to  something  more  than  crabs, 
see  a  doctor. 

RID— Safe, 
effective  treatment 
for  crabs. 


Kills  Lice  and 
Their  Eggs 
on  Contact 

HEAD  liCE 

CRAB  OR  PUBIC  ICE 


Special  Comb 
Included 


GS* 


Pfipharmecs  Division.  Pfizer  Inc  .  New  York.  New  York  !0017 


ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 

Sierm  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
emale  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
in  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English, iFrench  and  Spanish.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  -  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  ot 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non  gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
ble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  tne  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toWard  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genitaT  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Woman:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube’  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

GF,  27,  wishes  to  make  friends  w/other 
GF's  in  the  Framlngham/Worc  area.  I 
enjoy  a  variety  of  music,  the  outdoors  & 
friendly  get-togethers.  Let's  get  to 
know  each  other.  Seek  and  you  shall 
find  (friends)l  GCN  Box  430. _ (1) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Lightning  struck  not  once  but  twice 
and  nothing’s  left  of  paradise 
except  our  love,  but  that's  enough 
to  show  the  wretched  world  we're  tough. 

I  love  you  more  than  teddy  bears. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

How  do  you  like  the  heat? _ 

PJM 

Sorry  about  the  typo.  As  for  the  others; 
it'8  not  my  job.  _ 

JACK  JACK  JACK 

You  nasty  thing.  You  promised  to  call 
me  every  day  from  the  Cape,  but  you 
have  not  done  so.  Woe  unto  you. 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
We  are  being  forced  into  house-hunt¬ 
ing.  How  would  you  like  to  come  down 
here  and  rebuild  a  junk  pile  for  less???? 

DEAREST  FAY, 

Is  Aspen  really  a  love  city?  We  cried 
learning  the  sun  had  burnt  you  beet  red. 
Remember  last  summer,  back  home, 
when  Sue  jumped  off  our  hands  in  the 
big  swimming  pool?  Your  honles  for- 
ever,  Mike  &  Sue. _ (1) 

GIANT  YARD  SALE 
33  Hume  Ave,  Medford 
Lesbians  having  annual  fun  sale 
Great  things  —  very  cheap 
Come  by  to  say  hello 
Sunday  July  19  from  10  AM  to  4  PM.  (1) 

GBM  Seventh-day  Adventist,  40,  6'1", 
169,  college  graduate,  looking  for 
another  Gay  Adventist  (or  other  gay 
person  who  takes  his  religion  seriously) 
for  possible  relationship.  Age  21  to  35 
preferred.  Let's  get  acquainted  and  see 
what  happens.  Maybe  we  can  start 
something  really  beautiful.  Call  (617) 
365-5636  or  write  Box  212,  Clinton,  MA 
01510. _ (1) 

HELLO  FROM  CRANE’S  BEACH 
To  the  portfolio  manager  and  book 
seller  in  green/white  and  black.  I  really 
enjoyed  meeting  you  on  the  4th.  Hope 
all  goes  well  on  the  Worcester  Sq  deal 
and  the  move.  Love,  Tom. _ (1) 

Woman  sought  for  marriage  for  appear¬ 
ance  sake.  Financial  compensation. 
Write  Box  875,  Merrimack,  NH  03054.  (2) 
ROMANTIC  THIN  TOP  MALE 
Any  age  needed  by  W  artist  own  water¬ 
front  home  south  of  Boston  alone  need 
a  friend  to  trust  more  than  once  (617) 
472-5576  or  GCN  Box  436. _ (10) 

DISPLACED  UNICORN  NEEDS  HELP 
Landlord  has  finally  pushed  rent  up  too 
far,  with  intent  to  go  Condo.  Sother  and 
I  would  love  it  if  anyone  knowing  the 
whereabouts  of  the  perfect  home  would 
contact  us.  We  seek  a  triple  decker, 
under  40K,  corner  lot  for  the  sake  of 
QUIET  (traffic  sounds  are  ok,  but  kids 
yelling,  hifi  blasting,  musical  instru¬ 
ments  are  the  torments  of  hell  a  bit 
before  our  time);  probably  next  door  to  a 
funeral  home,  old  folks  home,  cemetery 
would  be  ideal.  Locations;  Boston  (Hal), 
JP,  Brighton,  Brookline,  Camb,  Roslln- " 
dale,  etc.  (Not  suburbs)  Pis  write,  if  you 
can  offer  any  hope  or  just  condolences, 
to  Nancy  Walker,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St, 
Boston,  MA  02108,  or  call  426-4469  and 
leave  message.  Sother  and  I  thank  you. 

(!) 

SEEK  PUBIC  SHAVING  INFO 
Young  guy  doing  book  on  pubic  shaving 
wishes  to  exchange  high  school-early 
college  experiences.  Free  copy  to 
those  who  contribute.  Skip,  11325  Blix 
St.,  North  Hollywood,  CA  91602.  (50) 

MATCH-MATE 

No  matter  what  it  is,  MATCH-MATE, 
Ltd.  can  supply  you  with  interesting 
leads  for  partnership,  marriage,  or 
someone  to  write  to.  A  transitional 
service,  at  no  cost  to  you.  Inquire  today, 
MATCH-MATE,  Ltd.,  Box  12408,  San 
Diego,  CA  921 12.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 

_ (2) 

■  Weekend  retreat  for  women  writers  on 
'South  Shore  women's  farm.  Writing, 
discussions,  feedback,  camping  & 
swimming.  Led  by  Beth  Hodges.  July 
17-19,  $60.  Call  524-3169  for  info.  (1) 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  US,' 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  Box  19158,  ’ 

Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (cji 
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TIRED  OF  BARS? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or1 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people? 

Are  you  looking  for  a  new  relation¬ 
ship,  a  lover,  friends,  or  room¬ 
mates? 

Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to  know 
you. 

Serving  Greater  Boston  —  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  New  England  —  and 
most  areas  nationwide. 

CALL  CONTACT  <TM) 

(212)  232-5500 
Mon-Thurs  1  pm  -  8  pm 
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SERVICES 


N  SUBURBAN  &  BOSTON  AREA 
GWF,  20s,  attractive,  intelligent,  fem¬ 
inine  but  assertive  sks  to  meet  the 
same  for  companionship.  Sincere,  sen¬ 
sitive  &  into  dining  &  dancing.  GCN  Box 
435. _ _ _ (2) 

BUS  TO  MICHIGAN  WOMYN’S 
Music  Festival  from  Boston.  Lv  Wed, 
8/12,  1  pm;  ret  Mon,  8/18,  pm.  $105  aver 
income;  $95,  low;  $120  contr.  (Festival 
tix  not  included!)  Limited  space,  order 
by  7/23.  Low  income  scholarships  avail. 
Money  orders  only.  Send  with  SASE  to 
Boston  Women’s  Music  Express,  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 16 _ (2) 

INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks.  

LETTER-WRITING  TIME 
Angry  at  Mayor  White's  firing  of  Robin 
MacCormack  &  removal  of  the  liaison 
position?  Don't  be  lazy.  Write  today  and 
send  documentation  to  Rofes  c/o  GCN. , 
We  must  all  do  our  part  in  this 
response.  

BLACK-WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER, 
international  social/support  group. 
Chapters  most  major  cities.  Write: 
BWMT-XA,  279  Collingwood,  SF,  CA 
94114  or  (415)  431-0458,  24  hours. 

 (38) 

Very  Warm  GWF  32  who  enjoys  life, 
love  &  giving  affection  wants  to 
respond  to  GF  who  feels  the  same 
caring  way!  Please  respond  warmly, 
GCN  Box  425. _ _0) 

Gm  5' 10",  33,  good  shape  &  looks, 
golden  blond,  but  slightly  thinning  hair, 
seeks  a  new  friend  (some  emotional 
commitment),  not  much  older,  &  also  in 
good  shape.  Am  into  massage,  TM, 
beach,  films,  theater,  teaching,  real 
estate,  self  improvement.  Would  like  to 
meet  someone  with  similar  interests  or 
complete  opposite  (mechanically  or 
non-verbally  gifted).  No  strong  pref,  but 
am  especially  into  foreigners  and 
Latins.  Am  and  seek  a  man  who  is  at 
peace  with  self  &  world.  Enjoy  all  kinds 
of  sex,  but  this  is  not  just  a  sex  ad. 
367-0095;  please  keep  trying. _ (49) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
II  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  tor  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
QM,  OF  would  do  aa  well,  unleea  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

-'IT  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  nuriiSdit 
in  any  of  our  ads,1  send  to  GCN  Class)-; 
fieds,  Box  .  22  Bromfield  St., 

i  Boston,  MA  02108. _ 
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WANTED 
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Phone 

Sianature 

Account  No.  □  VISA 

Expiration  Date  □  MASTERCHARGE 

BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


Counseling  group  for  gay  men  —  So 
VT,  NH  &  western  Mass  —  meets 
weekly  in  Brattleboro,  VT.  For  info  call 
(802)  257-1 527.  (Exp'd  gay  therapist.)  (4) 

GAY  YOUTH  -  THERAPY  GROUP 
starting  at  Fenway  Health  Ctr,  coming 
out,  relationships,  family  issues.  Ages 
18-21.  Call  Jim  Fishman,  MSW; 
267-7573, _ (4) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
shiatsu,  acupressure,  muscular  work,  & 
reflexology.  Sliding  scale  fee.  Mick 
Hazen,  522-9164. _  (1 ,3,5,7) 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qua. 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 


Quality  child  care  in  my  home 

on  Beacon  Hill.  Weekdays  and  some 
evening  hours  available  at  this  time. 
367-8038, 8-10  am  —  Barb. _ (c) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac- 
cepted.  _ (c) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Send  SASE  for  details  to 
R.E.  Main,  70  Government  St. 
Kittery,  Maine  03904 

For  your  well  being:  Holistic  massage 
therapy,  Bach  Flower  Remedies,  Tarot. 
Mumtaz  Kammerer,  Certified  Massage 
Therapist.  522-6983. _ (49) 


PLUMBER,  ELECTRICIAN  AND  CAR¬ 
PENTER  needed  to  help  renovate 
house.  Call  Jil  426-4469. _ 

FREE  RENT  in  exchange  for  work  reno- 
vating  house.  Call  Jil  426-4469. 


Share  open  househld  w/3  women  on 
bus  line  private  rm  $100  plus  util.  Avail 
7/1  Medford.  Pis  call  aft  6pm,  wkends 
fine  391r2033. _  (1) 

GM/LYNN-SWAMPSCOTT  LINE 
GM  w/2  cats  seeks  GM  21  to  35  to  share 
sunny  furnished  5-room  apt  nr  King's 
Beach.  Must  be  neat  responsible  &  con¬ 
siderate.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Low  rent. 
Call  6-9  pm,  595-1237, _ (1) 

Lg  12  rm  hse  in  Melville  Pk,  Dorc  on  Red  ; 
Line  to  share  comf  well  equipped, 
friendly  w/privacy  $200  &  sec  util  inc.  ■ 
436-1538.  Paul,  early  am  &  pm. 

LF  22  sks  LF  22-28  for  charming,  fun  2 
br  apt  in  Newton  Upper  Falls.  225  +  . 
May  1.  Nr  T,  Pike,  9,  128.  No  smokers, 
cats.  Yard,  garden,  fully  furnished.  Kelli 
964-3245, 4-9  pm  or  965-3068,  days,  (c) 

IMMENSE  SOMERVILLE  LOFT 
seeks  third  roommate.  Private  bedroom 
&  lots  of  common  workspace.  $1 55/mo 
incl  heat.  Call  Nancy  628-0617. _ (c) 

1_F  sks  2  of  same  to  shr  cmftble  hse  in  . 
Wellesley.  $250+  shr  of  util.  Avail 
immed  235-6543  if  no  ans  pis  try  again 
fater. _ _ (43) 


MESSENGER/OFFICE  WORK 
needed  for  busy  Cambridge  (MIT  area) 
office.  Duties  include  deliveries  via  T  in 
Greater  Boston  area,  office  mainten¬ 
ance  including  cleaning,  whatever  else 
is  needed.  Gay  owned,  gay/straight, 
male/female,  casual  atmosphere  (but 
lots  of  work!).  This  is  an  entry-level 
(min.  wage)  job,  but  not  a  dead-end, 
either.  Write  Box  290,  118  Mass.  Ave., 
Boston  02115. 


PENPALS 


GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  A  supportive, 
confidential  family.  7  yr  reliable 
reputation.  Intro  copy  $4  (mailed 
discreetly  first  class).  Free  info:  P.O. 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948.  _ (8) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

HUGE  DOWNTOWN  BOSTON  LOFT 
Hourly  rental  for  parties  workshops 
equipped  with  8  ft  mirrors,  stereo,  kit- 
chen.  Call  4260925  or  522-7461  ■  (1) 


RESORTS 


REAL  ESTATE 


VERMONT 

The  hideaway  you  always  dreamed  of? 
3  acres  on  a  Vt  hillside  —  one  rm  cabin, 
no  heat,  elec  or  running  water,  but  a 
year-round  mountain  stream  just  10  yds 
away.  Nearest  neighbors  almost  a  mile 
off.  Weston,  VT  right  in  heart  of  Green 
Mt  Nat  Forest.  Will  sell  or  lease  on  long 
term  basis.  (61 7)  259-0063. _ (c) 


INWOOD  MANOR 
Vermont’s  “real”  guest  house! 
European  cuisine  —  clean  rooms 
Private.  Relaxed.  Friendly 
For  res/info  call  (802)  633-4047.  (3) 


WANTED 


MOVERS 


ROOMMATES 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)9661311  for  appt.  . 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  , 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen' 
Shiatsu  &  Reflexology 
Techniques 

Joe  (617)  262-1000  ext  298 

Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 


GF  sks  2  GFs  for  warm  &  friendly  indept . 
3  bdrm  apt  in  Brookline  in  excellent 
shape!  Aug  1.  151/mo  heated.  No  pets 
or  separatists,  please.  Helena,  days 
492-7100  x  5136,  nights  566-3998.  (2) 

Back  Bay  —  looking  for  roommate  to 
share  large  apt,  Aug  1  or  Sept  1  or  look¬ 
ing  for  established  household  to  move 
into.  I  will  consider  other  areas.  I  will 
also  consider  looking  for  a  new  apart¬ 
ment  with  someone.  I  am  a  30  yr  old 
professional  looking  for  friendly  people 
to  live  with.  Ask  for  Jim  at  the  Water- 
ship  487-0094  or  Jim  at  PO  Box  918 
Provlncetown,  M A  02657. _ (4) 

GM  sks  same  to  sub-lease  apt  from 
Sept-Feb  W/opt  to  rent  longer  2  bdrm  nr 
T  $180  Inc  util.  (617)  522-0442  ask  for 
Jeff  or  Jim  or  call  423-9600  x  219  ask  for 
Jim,  _ (1) 

GCN  writer,  quiet,  neat,  needs  a  place 
to  live  beginning  end  of  Aug.  Prefer 
coop  household.  Call  Larry  at  GCN, 
426-4469. _ (s) 

3  GMs  (late  20s)  &  cat  sk  4th  (non-smkr) 
to  share  Union  Sq,  Somerville  apt.  Avail 
Aug  1.  Approx  $140/mo  all  incl.' 
6664283  eves  5  to  10. _ (2) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Careful,  cheerful,  &  cheap  movers. 
Anything,  anywhere,  anytime.  4  years 
experience  with  dollies,  pads  &  straps. 
Reliable.  783-0588^925-5088, 

 0) 


HOME  NEEDED!!! 

See  Unicorn's  plaintive  ad  under  per- 
sonals:  “Displaced  Unicorn. . _ 

APARTMENT  SOUGHT 
2  GM  Ikg  for  sunny  &  clean  one  bdrm 
apt  on  Beacon  Hill  with  August  1  occu¬ 
pancy.  Ambience  important.  $450-550 
contact  Dan  at  253-4680,  days. _ (2) 


RESORTS 


RIDES 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP  ' 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for, 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus, 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398.' 

(28) 


'We  are  2  lesbian  women  looking  for 
roommates  sunny  Watertown  Apt  near 
T  rent  108  inc  ht.  We  are  semiveggie, 
non  smoker  not  separatist.  Musicians 
but  enjoy  quiet.  We  want  rmate  age  26 
33  dependable  &  working.  No  pet. 
926-2083. 


RIDERS  TO  SHARE 

Share  expenses  and  drivng  to  California 
in  VW  van.  Leaving  August.  (413) 
2463655. 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

OFFICE  MANAGER 
For  rapidly  expanding  painting/decorat¬ 
ing/contracting  company.  Must  have 
good  interpersonal  skills,  dynamic  tele¬ 
phone  personality  &  exc  communica¬ 
tion  skills  (generate  both  informal  and 
formal  business  correspondence). 
Duties:  Customer  relations,  cost 
control  of  various  projects,  supervision 
of  other  office  personnel.  No  short¬ 
hand,  little  typing.  Salary  commen¬ 
surate  with  ability  and  exp.  Benefits: 
health  ins;  paid  holidays,  vac,  &  sick 
leave.  Send  resume  to  Oscar  R.  Begin 
Contracting  Co.,  Inc,  322  Jefferson 
Ave.,  Salem,  MA  01970. _ (2) 


Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provlncetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
May  thru  November 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provlncetown  MA  02657 
(617)487-1197 

Perfect  for  loversl  Enchanting  se¬ 
cluded,  wooded  Cape  Cod  apt  on  pond 
3  min  from  ocean.  P'town  not  far(but  far 
enough)!  Eik  w/d.  Wkly:  July/$245,  Aug/ 
$285.  Very  special!  Reserve  now!  (617) 
2563502.  _ (1) 

FALLS  VILLAGE  INN 
For  womyn  to  be  together.  Rooms  in 
old  colonial  home.  Renovated  bam; 
cottage,  woods,  river,  pool,  tennis  ct. 
Rates:  $15-45.  Womon  owned:  Karen  or 
Jan  (203)  824-7479  or  (212)  3690741. 
_  (2) 

THE  ANDREWS  INN 
Bring  your  lifestyle  with  you. 

A  perfect  place  for  lovers! 

Call  now  for  reservations  or 
Free  Brochure  (602)  463-3966.  (3) 
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WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands  to¬ 
gether  Into  a  single  political  force  and 
to  unite  women  with  all  the  oppressed, 
we  need  our  own  political  party.  Sup¬ 
port  groups  for  men.  For  info,  send 
SASE  to  Political  Discussion  Group,  c/o 
Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (c) 

A  ROSE  AMONG  THE  THORNS 
There  is  a  rose  budding  among  the 
thorns  in  Bristol  County.  The  Bristol 
County  Homophile  Alliance  for  Political 
Action  is  that  rose.  Would  you  like  to 
see  the  rose  bloom?  To  do  so  we  ask 
only  that  you  send  us  one  dollar. 
BCHAPA  Box  107,  Dartmouth,  MA 
02174.  Thank  you. _ (20) 

'  "join' "integrity 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  ChapJ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)  262-3057, _  __  (26) 

IDENTITY  HOUSE- 
Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-ln 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.. 21 2-243-81 81. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
jWhen  you’re  In  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
Tor  the  latest  Information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20j 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 

Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 

Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02215. 

J50) 


New  women’s  media  gp  committed  td< 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  SJor  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


UT  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  ActlvIsrAFTr-; 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of. 
'Untarlan  Fellowship,  Normandy! 
Helghts  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. _ _ 

’  BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY~CATHOUCS< 

Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  02114,  (c) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PL,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  5237664.  All  per- 

sons  are  welcome.  _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com¬ 
munion  every  Weds,  at  ?pm.  753-8360. 

r -  '  NGTF  NEEDS  YOU  '  '7 

-Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  In  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
With  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  Infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
.work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011.  _ 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
:dlscussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
-dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  CambMA  02138.  (36) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  "invaluable."  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) _ 

Why  does  far  right  liberty  lobby  support 
Noam  Chomsky  in  Holocaust  debate? 
A  unique  answer  to  the  Nazi  apologist 
pseudo  historians  two  dollars  Clarity 
Press  1101  175  Fifth  Ave,  NY,  NY  10010. 

(1) 


Classifieds 

APARTMENTS 

DORCH  -  MTG  HS  HILL 
6  rm  apt  $300  unhtd.  Avail  immed. 
536-9568;  282-6437,  (1) 

BACK  BAY,  FENWAY  -  BEAUTIFUL 
Brand  new  rehab,  sunny  3br  apt  w/  den 
&  Ig  eat-in  kit,  2  full  baths.  Exposed 
brick,  ww  carpet,  a/c,  frost-free  frig,  d  & 
d,  closed  circuit  camera  sec  sys,  $875, 
heat  incl.  Cali  Independent  Managers, 
Inc  for  appt  to  view.  267-61 14.  Available 
now. _ (2) 

So  End  Columbus  Ave,  $400/mo.  First  & 
last  month.  3  rms  &  bath.  All  utils. 
247-0018 _ (49) 


PRISONERS 


PRISONER  SUPPORT  GROUP 
If  you  are  gay  or  straight  and  you’ve  a 
lover,  loved  one,  family  member  who  Is 
gay  and  Is  presently  incarcerated  In  a 
Prison  here  In  Mass,  or  elsewhere,  and 
you  would  Ilka  to  talk  about  it,  and 
receive  support  from  others  who  are 
experiencing  the  same  pain,  anger,  and 
frustration  that  we  feel  when  having  to 
deal  with  the  Prison  System,  then  drop 
.  us  a  line  telling  us  about  your  present 
situation.  Group  will  form  when  we 
have  at  least  ten  people  who  are  Inter¬ 
ested.  Write:  Prison  Support  Group, 
G.C.N.,  22  Bromfleld  SL,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

POSRIP  (People  Organized  to  Stop 
Rape  in  Prisons)  is  a  group  of  men  and 
women,  gays  and  nongays,  prisoners 
and  non-prisoners  who  are  working  to 
stop  sexual  abuse  in  prison.  POSRIP 
puts  out  a  Newsletter  and  sample 
copies  are  available  from  POSRIP,  Box 
4413,  Chicago,  IL  60680.  

GCN  SPECIALS 

THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


Prisoners 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO,  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON,  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR 
BONDAGE.  (Alexander  Berkman, 
Memoirs  ol  a  Prison  Anarchist ) 
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I  am  currently  incarcerated  in  the 
Muncy  Correctional  Institution  and 
would  like  very  much  to  have  a  penpal 
to  write  to.  Thanks.  Shawna  LORE, 
6050,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756.  (44) 

Hi!  I  would  very  much  like  for  someone 
to  write  to  and  it  would  really  mean  a  lot 
to  me.  I  am  gay  and  have  been  since  I 
was  17.  I’d  like  to  write  someone  who’s 
sincere.  I  am  a  Pisces.  I  hope  your  fa¬ 
vorite  fantasy  soon  becomes  a  reality. 
Carol  STEVENS,  Box  11492  #102598, 
Oklahoma  City  OK  73136. _ (44) 

Lam  serving  a  12  year  sentence  In  this 
ol’  prison  with  very  little  correspond¬ 
ence.  I  would  very  much  like  to  find 
someone  interested  in  writing.  In  sister¬ 
hood,  Pam  McFADDEN,  A830568,  Box 
147,  FCI  #254,  Lowell  FL  32663.  (44) 


H  you  are  Interested  In  writing  a  pris¬ 
oner  be  sure  to  ask  her  or  him  about  the 
regulations  In  that  prison  regarding 
such  things  as  sending  books,  stamps, 
or  anything  other  than  a  letter.  These 
rules  very  from  one  prison  to  another. 


Your  love  is  like  a  new  budding  rose 
that  only  my  heart  knows.  Your  love  is 
like  a  new  sunrise  that  rises  on  my 
heart  Young  man  In  prison  wd  like  to 
repair  life  w/love.  All  letters  answered. 
Rob  SCOTT,  624655,  Box  900,  Shelton, 
WA  96584. 


Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
They’ll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you. _ 

FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
•  would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfleld  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at  GCN.  Thanks. 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  Is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call 
GCN,  426-7042. 

FAN  FAN  THE  TULIP 
It’s  that  sweltering  time  of  year  again, 
and  there  seem  to  be  more  swelterers 
than  usual,  so  we  could  use  another  fan 
or  two.  If  anyone  out  there  wants  to  fan 
a  faggot  or  delight  a  dyke,  please  give 
us  a  call  at  426-4469.  Ask  for  Mike. 


GCN  NEEDS  INDEXERS! 

GCN  has  an  index  system  which  Is  fal¬ 
ling  behind  and  thus  a  valuable  tool  is 
not  fulfilling  its  function. 

Indexing  requires  a  willingness  to 
follow  the  existing  framework  which 
was  established  some  years  ago;  it’s 
too  late  to  start  all  over.  Indexing  isn’t 
particularly  creative  work;  in  fact,  some 
people  might  call  ft  drudgery.  However, 
if  you’d  like  to  make  a  modest  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  cause  of  Lesbian/Gay  schol¬ 
arship  and  if  you  have  some  time  (VERY 
flexible  hours)  we’d  be  more  than  happy 
to  show  you  what  needs  to  be  done. 
Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

WELLESLEY  COLLEGE  ALUMS 
Yes,  there  IS  lesbianism  after  Welles¬ 
ley.  Interested  in  forming  Alum  Assoc? 
Meet  soon  hopefully.  (Hi,  Mom.)  Write 
"Mel"  at  GCN  Box  437. _ (2) 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS. . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (9(6) 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 


WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN 
AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT). 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP- 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE 
AT  GCN.  THANKSI 


19  year  old  Scorpio  male,  down  for  1-3 
years  needs  friends  to  write.  Frank 
LINDBERG  #12191,  PO  Box  400,  Raw- 
llns,  Wyo.  82301. _ 

19  year  old  man  asks  for  mall  from  any¬ 
one  caring  to  write.  I’m  very  lonely  and 
will  answer  all  letters.  Randall  BARK¬ 
ER,  C-O  4800  Cell  6-4,  PO  Box  608, 
Tehachapi,  CA  93561. _ 

Black  Bisexual  male,  5’  11",  150  lbs.  is 
in  dire  need  of  correspondence.  I  have 
neither  family  nor  friends  in  the  free  so¬ 
ciety  and  do  not  receive  any  mail.  My  in¬ 
terests  are  many,  pleasures  are  few  and 
my  hopes  are  that  you’ll  respond  to  my 
request.  Mark  WHITSON  #161-467,  PO 
Box  511,  Columbus,  OH  43216. _ 

Male,  5’  11”,  165  lbs.,  handsome,  Scor¬ 
pio,  sexy,  BI,  likes  to  rap,  Assoc.  Degree 
working  to  B.S.  in  Soc.  Psych,  enjoys 
reading,  political  and  legal  activism, 
music,  concerts,  plays  and  traveling. 
Pictures  desired,  no  nudes.  TV’s  and 
TS’s  welcome.  Joe  STERLING,  PO  Box 
E,  Jackson,  Ml  49204. _ 

‘25  yr  old  intellectual,  ordained  minister. 
Like  politics,  art,  poetry,  jazz.  Wld  like 
to  write  believers  in  freedom  —  male  or 
female.  Will  answer  all  who  write.  J. 
John  CALVIN  #1395021,  PO  Box  779, 
Marquette,  Ml  49855. _ 

Inmate  for  9  yrs.  comes  up  to  parole 
board  May  ’82, 1  have  no  friends  in  here. 
I  am  homosexual  and  wld  appreciate 
hearing  from  people  outside.  I  am  very 
lonely.  Please  write:  Marvin  Roy  MOR¬ 
GAN  #92489,  Box  514,  Granite,  OK 
73547  


Young  man  wishes  to  correspond  with 
someone  sincere  in  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Hobbies  are  music,  water  sports, 
weight  lifting.  5’  10”/165  lbs.  Bill  LOW- 
ENTHAL  #A-069027,  PO  Box  488-A,  Polk 
City,  FL  33868. _ _ 

I  like  sports.  I  play  football  and  baseball 
in  here.  I  go  to  the  Parole  Board  in  Feb 
’82.  I  would  like  to  find  a  relationship 
that  will  continue  when  I  get  out  of 
here.  I’ll  answer  all  letters.  Paul  JUNGE 
#152-861,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140. _ 

I’ve  been  in  ten  years  on  a  44  year 
sentence.  It’s  been  a  long  time  without 
mail.  Will  answer  all  letters.  I  am 
5’11"/160  lbs.  Hope  to  hear  from 
someone  out  there  in  the  free  world. 
Frankie  GUINAN  #23285,  PO  Box  900, 


I’m  just  coming  out  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  all  who  are  sincere:  Kenneth 
EWING,  PO  Box  711  -  A66155,  Menard, 
IL  62259. _ 

I  wish  to  write  to  a  femme  gay  male  who 
cares  and  understands  and  won’t  take 
my  feelings  as  a  joke!  I  will  answer  all. 
5’  10”/140  lbs.  Brown  hair  and  eyes. 
John  WHITE  #155443,,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ 

5’  10”/160  lbs.  into  being  effeminate  for 
a  special  man.  I  am  getting  out  real 
soon.  I  have  my  own  house  and 
business.  Please  write:  William 
RUSSEL,  F-2032,  PO  Box  244, 
Graterford,  PA  19426. _ 

Getting  out  soon.  Would  like  to 
correspond  with  other  gays  for  a  lasting 
relationship.  William  REED  78A-3583, 
Box  149,  Attica,  NY  14011. _ 

Pretty  gay  boy  needs  help  and 
friendship  while  in  here.  Love  French 
and  Greek.  Will  be  paroled  next  year 
and  I  need  a  sugar  daddy  to  take  care  of 
me.  Bart  LIVINGSTON  #17674,  Box  14 
Unit  7-C-9,  Boise,  Idaho  83707. 


Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project  note:  Some 
publications  that  take  an  interest  in 
prisoners  and,  more  generally,  in  the  role  of 
"crime”  (e.g.  homosexuality)  in  controlling 
ALL  of  our  behavior,  are:  off  our  backs 
(feminist  women’s  news  and  features),  1724 
20th  SI.  NW,  Wash.  DC  20009;  GAYCON 
Press  Newsletter,  20  12th  St.  #326,  San 
Francisco  CA  94103;  Gay  Insurgent,  Box 
2337,  Philadelphia  PA  19103;  No  More 
Cages,  c/o  Women  Free  Women  in  Prison, 
Box  283,  W.  Nyack  NY  10994;  PjOSRIP 
(People  Organized  to  Stop  Rape  of  Impri¬ 
soned  Persons),  Box  4413,  Chicago  IL 
60680;  Through  the  Looking  Glass  (a 
women  and  children  in  prison  newsletter). 
Box  22061,  Seattle  WA  98122;  Fortune 
News,  229  Park  Ave.  So.,  NYC  10003; 
Sisters  of  Inner  Connections,  259  S.  60th 
St.,  Philadelphia  PA  19139;  Prisoner 
Yellow  Pages,  Office  of  Inst.  Min.  5300 
Santa  Monica  Blvd.  Suite  304,  L.A.  CA 
90029;  Prison  Pen  Pals,  Box  1217, 
Cincinnati  OH  45202. 

Some  of  these  are  free  to  prisoners,  some 
have  free  penpal  space,  and  all  have  a  deep 
determination  to  make  people,  both  inside 
and  out,  more  aware  how  political  and 
widespread  the  effects  of  prisons  are,  and  to 
support  prisoners  with  what  resources  they 
have.  (These  groups  and  publications  need 
al^esupporWAg^anjeMoo!!!^^^^^ 

I  am  a  very  good  looking  cowboy.  6 
ft/175  lbs.  I  am  out  in  August  and  can 
travel.  I  am  looking  for  older  men  to 
Greek.  I  hope  to  hear  from  an  older  man 
soon.  Jack  BAKER  #38997,  Box  900, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102. _ 

I  am  interested  in  law,  sports,  music 
and  studying  psych.  Upon  release  I  am 
considering  relocation.  D.  COMER 
#403589-5,  PO  Box  B,  Anamosa,  IA 
I  am  imprisoned  on  a  drug  charge.  I 
would  like  to  meet  and  write  to  a  sin¬ 
cere  man.  Please  don’t  feel  reluctant  to 
wrote:  Jimmy  ROSS,  PO  Box  607  N.S.P., 
Carson  City,  NV  89701, _ 

Gay  man  in  prison  is  looking  for  some¬ 
body  to  share  fantasies  with.  Sheldon 
DUNCAN  #B- 90744,  PO  Box  686 
C.T.F.C.,  F-132,  Soledad,  CA  93960. 

Lonely  man  in  confinement  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  from  a  person  who  cares.  I 
need  someone  to  share  my  loneliness 
—  thoughts,  Ideas  and  love.  I’m  6’  2" 
175  lbs.  I  enjoy  reading,  art,  music,  out¬ 
doors  to  name  a  few.  I  will  answer  ail 
letters  because  I  really  do  want  and 
need  friends.  Daniel  BRANDT,  P.O.  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  In 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
i  $1  for  sample  Issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 

I Contook,  NH  03229. _  (15) 

MAIL  ORDER  LESBIAN/ 

Feminist  annotated  booklist  —  send 
three  first  class  stamps.  Womansplace 
Bookstore,  Box  GCN,  2401  N  32nd  St., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85008. _ (9/8  or  even) 

Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  twa 
15«  stamps.  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station.  NY  11746,  (516)  427-1289.  (12) 

FOCUS  CONTEST!! 

Focus'  annual  prose  contest:  $35.00 
prize  for  best  essay,  story,  or  personal 
history.  Focus  has  first  publication 
rights  on  all  entries  submitted.  Enclose 
SASE  for  return.  Contest  closes  Aug.  7, 
1981.  Send  to  Focus,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  M A  02138. _ J4) 

r  '"HOW  gay  is  YOORTIBRARY?  * 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
’the  American  Library  Association. 
’"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a 
monthly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per 
year,  $10  outside  the  U.S.,  FREE  to 
prisoners.  Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord, 
Denver,  CO  80206. _ 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors'  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA  02123. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  +  40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 


I’m  presently  incarcerated  and  have  no 
family.  I  enjoy  reading,  cooking,  music 
and  home-life.  I  would  deeply  like  to 
correspond  with  any  gay  people  that 
care  to  write.  I’ve  been  gay  all  my  life. 
5‘11",  150  lbs.,  brown  hair  and  eyes.  I’ll 
answer  all  letters  truthfully  and  honest¬ 
ly.  Michael  MYERS.  P.M.B.  #84806. 
Magnolia  3,  Angola,  LA  70712. 

I  wd.  appreciate  hearing  from  all  of  you 
that  wd.  be  willing  to  write.  I  am  very 
lonely,  in  need  of  a  friend  that  cares  and 
won’t  take  my  feelings  for  a  joke.  I  will 
answer  all  letters.  Please  write,  I'm  sure 
you  know  the  meaning  of  Loneliness 
and  Emptiness.  Calvin  C.  PARKS,  370  S. 
Front  St.,  Columbus,  OH  43215. _ 

I  am  a  very  lonely  person  in  this  prison 
and  wd.  like  to  know  if  there  is  a  serious 
person  out  there  that  wd.  like  to  corre¬ 
spond  w/me.  I  don’t  know  what  a  visit  or 
getting  mail  feels  like.  So  wd.  someone 
help  me  experience  this  feeling.  Darwin 
F.  LASWELL  #17028,  Box  41,  Michigan 
City,  Indiana  46360. _ 

I  was  involved  in  a  gay  relationship  with 
a  teenager.  He  wasn't  quite  seventeen 
and  now  I'm  here.  I  am  preparing  a  work 
on  my  legal  case  dealing  with  male  teen 
prostitution.  I  am  interested  in  corre¬ 
sponding  and  exchanging  information.  I 
will  answer  all  letters  promptly.  Richard 
A.  PASS  85725  Oak  1  Angola,  LA  70712. 
Young  man  wishes  to  hear  from  older 
men.  You  will  be  very  pleased.  I  aim  to 
please.  Terry  COLEMAN  157015.  Box  E, 
Jackson,  Mich.  49204. _ 

I  am  a  young  gay  man  here  in  prison. 
I've  been  very  lonely  since  being  sepa¬ 
rated  from  my  lover.  I  wd.  like  to  write  to 
pen  pals  to  brighten  up  my  days.  Mark 
SIMIEN  #90965,  Camp  H,  Angola,  LA 
70712.  _ 

I’m  interested  in  corresponding  with  an 
intelligent  and  selfless  person  who 
does  not  have  any  hang-ups  about  help¬ 
ing  a  prisoner  who's  willing  to  help  him¬ 
self.  Will  answer  ail  sincere  letters. 
Jack  BURNETT  #10028  Box  41,  Mich- 
igan  City,  IND.  46360. 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


Uxbridge,  UA  —  Support  fcnd  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Into: 
;278-5475. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm-l 
Ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


DDIMMMMMM)  ***** 


Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info  ffs):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  B25-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
238-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 


monday 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Boston,  UA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food, 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  ' 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  In 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  1" 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 
Boston, UA  —  North  American  Boy  L 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  B 
Shop.  22  Bromfleld  SI.  (near  Park  SI.  T  si 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August,  h 
meeting  Sept.  9).  Info:542-0144. 


Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Area  lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Infd^l 26-7351. 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 


Boston, UA  —  Woman  energy  It  needed  to 
help  prepare  this  year’s  TAKE  BACK  THE 
NIGHT  march:  to  bring  public  attention  to  the 


Wednesday 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Sunday 


Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  ybur  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8 
$2. 

Boston,  UA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice,” 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the’ 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 


violence  directed  against  all  women  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual  preference,  age,  race,  econo¬ 
mic  class  or  able-bodledness,  at  all  times  but 
especially  at  night.  General  meetings  every 
Monday  evening  at  the  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (near  Mass.  Ave.; 
Northampton  T  stop).  7pm.  Come  work  with 
us  on  media  stuff,  posters,  flyers,  outreach, 
public  relations,  and  the  rally.  Info:  Rle  at  (617) 
277-7145  (leave  message  if  answering 
machine  answers). 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  AH 
llance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
.Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info:; 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371.  , 


Brockton, UA  —  Brockton  Area  Gays  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month. 
7pm.  Info:  Phil  583-8447. 


.Boston,  UA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen-; 
•way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
|St.  (near  Audltorlum-stop).  287-7573. 


Northampton,  UA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
bn  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
686-5979. 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West' 
Chumh,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women  2:30pm 


Cambrldga,  UA  •—  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  Informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (A  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 


Watertown.UA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Boston,  UA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  8254)181. 


Boston,  UA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 


Worcester,  UA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8: 1 5pm.  WCUW,  91 .3FM. 


Boston,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media: 
.more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Cambrldga,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitis.  35  + 
women  s  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave 
Bpm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Frl.  of  each 
.  month. 


Cambrldga,  UA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
lepderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  610pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  SL  354-8807. 


friday 


VDING 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
,  Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Lynn,  UA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86' 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Infp:  599-5928. 


BOSTON,  UA  -  WE  NEED  HELP  SEND 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  CC 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES! I!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PAR 
ST.) 


Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Into:  272-9247. 


Boston,  UA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 


programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Calfhtelanieat  • ‘ ' 


I  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments'.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 


tuesday 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Into:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 


Boston.UA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son's  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  In  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  lnfo:338-9472 


Boston, UA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
soclal/sport  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  friends,  meets  every  Wednesday  at 
266  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Hampden  County, UA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Harttord.CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  a 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual 
Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  UA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 

. .  “  - 5. 


Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Orleans,  UA  —^Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
'  Cape  Cod.  Meets 


alternative  to  J he  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 


thursday 


Saturday 


Greenfield,  UA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
Cou"tv  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe  Os  ' 
good  St.  7pm.  ’  i 


Cambrldga,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


BOSTON,  UA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  a 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trlps/actlvitles  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


comins  events 


15  wed. 


16  thurs 


July 

C  ambrld 


11  sat 


Cambrldge.UA  —  Workshop  on  acupuncture 
and  women's  health  sponsored  by  Inman 
Square  Community  Acupuncture  and 
Women's  Community  Health  Center,  186% 
Hampshire  St.  (Inman  Square).  Wheelchair 
accessible.  7-8:30pm.  $2  suggested  donation. 
Info:547-2302  or  354  4112. 

Uedtord.UA  —  Benefit  for  the  Somerville 
Women's  Center.  Concert  featuring  Marcia 
Diehl,  members  of  Solid  Ground,  Mimi  Jones, 
Glgl  Chant  and  MORE.  Wheelchair  assist¬ 
ance.  Tufts  U.  Goddard  Chapel.  8pm.  $3.50 
donation.  Info:623-9340. 


Boston, UA  —  PROUD  PANSY  PRODUC¬ 
TIONS  presents  a  dance/party  for  men,  at  the 
Cauldron  Experimental  Theater,  22  Randolph 
St.(off  Harrison  St.  near  the  Dover  T  stop). 
8pm.  Bring  food  and  whatever.  Donation 
requested. 


.  Cambridge,  UA  —  Cambridge  Women's  Cen¬ 
ter  is  sponsoring  a  series  of  informal  dis¬ 
cussions  among  women  entitled  Introductory.' 
Every  Wednesday  evening.  This  week's  topic: 
Fathers.  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8pm.  Info:354-8807. 

Boston, UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  (and  for  the  entire 
week  (thru  Sat.))  an  original  play  by  Geralyn 
Horton.  Wed.  eve  Is  women  only.  Thurs  thru 
Sat  everyone  welcome.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm. 
No  one  admitted  after  8.  $3.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance). 

Boston, UA  —  Boston  Women's  Goju-Ryu  Is 
offering  daytime  and  evening  classes  in  self- 
defense  and  karate  for  girls  and  women  (18 
ll:15am  and  6-7:30pm).  Sliding  scale.  Info: 
491-2162. 


BOSTON.UA  —GCN  NEEDS  HELP  PROOF 
READING  AND  LAYING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO 
EXPERIENCE  NECESSARY!  SEE  THURS¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE. 

Cambridge, UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gav  History, 
Speakers  Series:  LESBIAN  FEMINISM  AND, 
THE  MEDICAL  BACKLASH-THE  CASE  OF 
VIRGINIA  WOOLF,  a  talk  by  Pamella  Farley. 
Phillips  Brooks  House.  Harvard  Yard.  7:30pm. 
$2  donation. 

Boston, UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  see  15  wed  above. 


food  and  music.  One  of  a  week-long  series 

events  celebrating  the  Nicaraguan  Revc' 
tion.  1151  Mass  Ave.  7:30pm.  Sponsored 
CISPES  (Committee  in  Solidarity  with  the 
pie  of  El  Salvador). 


18  sat 


Boston, UA  —  Films  by  James  Broughto 
See  17  frl  above  for  details. 

Boston.UA  —  Oasis,  see  15  wed  above  for 

details. 


17  fri 

BOSTON, UA-GCN  ALWAYS  NEEDS  ALL 
THE  HELP  WE  CAN  QET(1)  SENDING  OUT 
THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAYS.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  ITS  FUN. 


Boston.UA  —  The  New  England  Lesbl 
Gay  Focus  of  PAM  (People  s  Anti-war 
zation)  Is  having  a  potluck  dinner  at  the  Ai 
ton  St.  Church  chapel,  355  Boylston  St. 

s  for  “  " 


4-7pm.  Info  available  on  plans - 

People’s  Congress  in  Detroit  and  for  the  Nat 
ional  Day  of  Resistance  to  Reagan  (also  In 
October).  All  are  Invited. 


14  tues 


Cambridge, UA  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Task 
Force  will  be  meeting  at  the  NOW  office,  99 
‘Bishop  Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  at  7pm.  New 
members  welcome!  Info:661-6015. 


Boston.UA  —  Blsck  and  White  Men  Together  - 
(8WMT).  Report  on  San  Francisco  National: 
Convention.  Steering  Committee  6:30pm; 
Meeting  8pm.  Bring  refreshments.  Info: 
5389420  or  566-7466. 


Cambridge, UA  —  Gay  Professional  Men's 
Group.  An  evening  of  outdoor  games  and 
food.  Last  initials  A-L  bring  food  and  sports 
equipment;  last  initials  M-Z  bring  drink  and 
sports  equipment.  Meet  at  7pm  on  the  steps 
of  the  MIT  Student  Union,  84  Mass  Ave.  Dona¬ 
tion  requested.  Rain  date  July  22. 

Cambridge, UA  —  Violence  Against  Women  in 
Advertising  and  the  Media  is  the  subject  of  a 
slide  show  produced  by  Women  Against  Vio¬ 
lence  Against  Women  (WAVAW)  to  be  shown 
at  a  meeting  of  Boston  NOW  at  the  Cambridge 
Community  Services  Bldg.,  99  Bishop  Allen 
Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  7:30pm.  Into:661-6015. 


Boston.UA  —  Films  19581980  by  James 
Broughton,  gaymale  poet  and  pioneer  in  San 
Francisco's  avant-garde  film  community. 
Also,  a  return  showing  of  Jean  Genet's  Un 
Chant  d'Amour  (1950).  This  is  pari  of  an 
ongoing  film  series  at  the  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater.  22  Randolph  St.  (off 
Harrison  St.  near  Dover  T  stop)  8pm.  $84, 
more  if/less  if.  lnfo:427-2487  morns.  Films 
•  showing  tonight  and  tomorrow  night. 
Boston.UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Saco  River 
Canoe  Trip.  lnfo:Roy  (617)  247-1206  or 
864-5770  X2577  (w). 

.  Cambridge, UA  —  El  Salvador  film,  speakers, 


19  sun 


New  Bedford, UA  —  Jonah  Community 

Church  meets  every  Sunday  at  7pm.  First  Uni¬ 
tarian  Church,  corner  Union  and  8th  Sts.  Info: 
997-5601. 

Boston.UA  —  Quick  bike  trip  and  picnic  al 

Arnold  Arboretum.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Com¬ 
munity  Center  and  the  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Leav¬ 
ing  the  1270  (Boylston)  at  1pm.  Info:  Kevin 
262  2473  or  John  at  1-275-1336.  FREE! 
Danvllle,VT  —  Allx  Dobkin  concert  at  Frve'i 
barn  or  field  (rain  or  shine).  Wheelchair 
accessible  and  ASL  interpreted.  InfoNene 
(802)  62681 16  or  Ronnie  (603)  444-2079. 


The  Little  Flap 
that  Grew  into 
Thunder 

THUNDER  ON  THE  RIGHT 

By  Alan  Crawford 
Pantheon  Paperbacks,  1981 

Reviewed  by  Cindy  Patton 

I  sometimes  wonder  what  it  takes  to  become  aware  of 
social  changes.  Boston’s  1978  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Calendar  listed  a  workshop  on  ‘The  New  Right”  — 
I  never  even  noticed.  Seemingly  overnight,  the  New 
Right  has  grabbed  America  by  the  short  hairs.  Who  arc 
the  leaders  of  this  political  movement  that  eschews  poli¬ 
tics?  Where  do  they  stand  in  the  history  of  counter 
“parties”  in  American  politics?  Where  are  they  headed 
with  their  born-again  populism  and  their  isolationist, 
anti-Eastern  sentimentality? 

Alan  Crawford  is  a  conservative  journalist,  and  parti¬ 
cipated  actively  in  the  traditional  conservative  organiza¬ 
tions  that  launched  the  careers  of  many  of  the  New 
Rightists.  If  he  is  shocked  and  overwhelmed  by  the 
complex  block  of  power  usurped  by  the  New  Right, 
then  anyone  left  of  center  must  feel  like  they’ve  just 
landed  from  Mars. 

I’ve  picked  up  Thunder  again  and  again,  and  each 
time  I  feel  like  I  understand  more,  but  can  believe  it 
less.  It  is  as  if  I  am  reading  an  anthropological  text  —  I 
understand  the  catalogue  of  inter-relationships,  but  I 
can’t  grasp  how  anyone  could  actually  build  a  plausible 
political  base  with  this  stuff.  And  yet,  the  New  Right’s 
propagandists  have  welded  together  bits  of  fundamen¬ 
talist  Christianity,  fear  of  anything  different,  genuine 
frustration  with  leaders  who  (fon  t  seem  to  represent 
anyone,  and  a  political  primitivism  reminiscent  of  the 
Know-Nothing  Party  of  the  mid-nineteenth  century. 
(The  Know-Nothings  elected  75  congresspeople  to 
Washington  in  their  heyday,  but  they  failed  to  pass  any 
significant  legislation.  Their  appeal  lay  in  their  point¬ 
ing  the  finger  at  “aliens,”  i.e.  immigrants,  as  the  root  of 
all  social  ills.  They  offered  no  concrete  solutions,  and 
supported  no  programs.  Like  the  New  Right  today,  they 
became  entrenched  in  an  “us-group”  mentality  that  op¬ 
posed  an  increasingly  contradictory  number  of  “other- 
groups”  and  issues.  The  New  Right  resembles  the 
Know-Nothings  in  its  style  and  range  of  appeal;  both 
are  marked  by  their  isolationism,  populism,  negativ¬ 
ism,  and  attitude  that  the  West  sprung  full  blown  into 
existence  and  represents  the  real  America.  The  Know- 
Nothings  eventually  split  over  slavery,  and  by  1895  they 
had  been  reduced  to  a  silly,  infighting  group  of  politi¬ 
cal  incompetents.) 

After  detailing  an  amazing  laundry  list  of  who  fi¬ 
nances  whom,  Crawford  examines  the  colors  from  the 
political  palette  that  the  New  Right  has  used  to  paint  its 
picture  of  America  the  Immortal. 

He  points  first  to  the  hundred  year  old  rift  between 
the  cosmopolitan  East  and  the  West/South  bloc  of  “pi¬ 
oneers.”  The  New  Old  West  cowboy  mentality  (and 
what  better  figurehead  than  Ronnie  “Ride  ’em  Up” 
Reagan)  views  the  East  as  an  extension  of  the  monarchic 
and  decayed  Europe  that  our  forebears  came  here  to  es¬ 
cape.  It  is  a  neo-populist  reactionism  that  would  prefer 
to  dredge  up  the  myth  of  isolationism  rather  than  ac¬ 
cept  the  social  and  political  reality  that  the  U.S.  lives  in 
an  international  community. 

Women,  according  to  this  myth,  must  protect  their 
hearth  and  home  while  their  men  are  riding  the  (politi¬ 
cal)  range  fighting  for  gun  ownership,  national  defense, 
law  and  order.  The  New  Right  women  are  active  in 
school  and  church  politics,  organizing  nationally  over 
issues  such  as  textbook  selection,  busing,  abortion,  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights,  and  the  ERA.  They  see  no  contra¬ 
diction  between  advocating  that  “a  woman’s  place  is  in 
the  home”  and  their  brand  of  political  activism.  The  di¬ 
vision  of  political  labor  by  sex  doubles  the  available 
“manpower”  without  producing  the  kind  of  internal 
challenge  that  caused  the  women’s  movement  to  split 
from  the  male  dominated  anti-war  left. 

Phyllis  Schlafly  (who  works  outside  her  home  full 
time)  is  probably  the  strongest  “single  issue”  group 
leader.  (Crawford  quotes  a  conservative  woman  who 
says  ‘There  are  women  who  would  kill  for  Phyllis.”)  By 
subsuming  abortion,  lesbianism,  draft,  and  morality  in 
general  under  the  ostensible  single  issue  of  ERA,  Schla¬ 
fly  has  been  able  to  maintain  an  illusion  of  political 
purity,  which  keeps  zeal  high  without  creating  division 
over  the  position  on  the  “minor”  issues.  In  fact,  her  Ea¬ 
gles  disagree  on  many  issues  related  to  the  ERA,  but  the 
fervor  that  Schlafly  has  generated  over  the  ERA  ob¬ 
scures  the  inter-connection  of  these  issues  for  her  fol¬ 
lowers. 

Crawford  moves  from  the  explicable  to  the  bizarre. 
He  begins  analyzing  a  reshaping  of  American  politics 
that  many  of  us  do  not  want  to  accept.  No  longer  is  the 
right  “conservative”  and  the  left  “progressive.  ”  In  a  con¬ 
fusing  switch  that  requires  a  political  vocabulary  that 
doesn’t  exist,  the  New  Right  is  actually  advocating  a 
radical  reassembling  of  the  State.  Convinced  that  the 
country  has  gone  over  the  edge  to  the  left,  the  New 


Right  proposes  anti -conservative,  anti-social,  anti-poli¬ 
tical  solutions  to  democracy  run  amok.  They  are  show¬ 
ing,  as  Crawford  puts  it,  “an  emerging  preference  for 
methods  of  direct,  rather  than  representative,  democra¬ 
cy.”  And  this  is,  perhaps,  where  the  greatest  danger 
lies.  While  we  may  disagree  among  ourselves  about 
whether  America  can  ever  work,  even  the  most  radical 
elements  of  the  left  organize  around  issues  dear  to  the 
‘New  Deal  Coalition,”  a  voting  bloc  that  the  New 
Right  has  targeted  for  demolition.  (Since  the  New 
Deal,  women,  much  of  the  immigrant  northern  Mid¬ 
west,  blacks,  blue-collar  workers,  labor  union  members, 
Jews,  and  liberal  intellectuals  have  generally  voted  for 
Democrats.  The  New  Right’s  anti-institutional,  anti¬ 
media,  anti-Big  Business,  anti-party  issue  delineation 
virtually  dismantled  this  coalition  by  the  1980  election. 
Although  the  New  Right  initially  tried  to  take  over  the 
Republican  Party,  in  the  last  few  years  they  have  begun 
“crashing”  the  Democratic  Party.  In  1980,  the  New 
Right  supported  arch-conservatives  in  both  parties  and 
ran  their  own  candidates  in  whichever  party  they 
thought  they  could  win.) 

Working  outside  the  parties,  the  New  Right  empha¬ 
sizes  opinion  polls  and  promotes  national  initiatives 
(where  policies  that  are  now  legislated  would  actually 
be  voted  on  in  one  person,  one  vote  tallies)  on  issues 
such  as  busing,  pornography,  ERA,  abortion,  and  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights.  The  New  Right  advocates  majori- 
tarian  rule,  rather  than  a  representative  democracy  in 
which  the  concerns  of  the  whole  are  balanced  against 
the  voice  of  the  many.  The  instability  that  would  result 
from  this  direct  democracy  (which  essentially  circum¬ 
vents  legislators  and  courts)  sounds  not  unlike  the  tur¬ 
moil  that  communist  apocalyptists  are  looking  for.  For 
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Sexual  Reaganomics 


WEALTH  AND  POVERTY 

By  George  Gilder 
Basic  Books,  1980 

Reviewed  by  Marshall  R.  McClintock 

Sometimes  it  seems  that  if  we  click  our  heels  to¬ 
gether  and  say  “There’s  no  place  like  home,”  Ron¬ 
ald  Reagan  will  only  be  a  fixture  of  late,  late  TV  movies. 
Sadly  that  is  not  the  case.  Under  his  leadership  our  na¬ 
tion  has  embarked  upon  a  major  economic  experiment 
in  which  the  radical  rightwing  versions  of  capitalism 
will  be  given  a  chance.  One  of  the  leading  theoreticians 
for  this  experiment  is  none  other  than  George  Gilder, 
the  man  who  brought  you  homophobic  and  anti-femi¬ 
nist  ravings  in  Sexual  Suicide  some  years  ago. 

Gilder’s  latest  book  Wealth  and  Poverty ,  now  man- 
ditory  reading  among  White  House  staff,  is  a  condem¬ 
nation  of  egalitarianism,  socialism,  liberalism  and  fem¬ 
inism,  and  homage  to  elitism,  capitalism,  the  Protes¬ 
tant  work  ethic  and  patriarchy.  Throughout  its  pages  he 
extols  the  virtues  of  "supply-side”  economics  as  if  to 
claim  that  cutting  taxes  and  regulations  will  make  us 
into  a  nation  of  Horatio  Algers  overnight.  Such  is  the 
untrammeled  faith  Gilder  has  for  Adam  Smith’s  “in¬ 
visible  hand”  to  set  things  right  by  free  market  forces. 
Indeed,  faith  is  one  of  the  cornerstones  of  capitalism 
according  to  Gilder,  “necessary  to  sustain  the  spirit  of 
work  and  enterprise  against  the  setbacks  and  frustra¬ 
tions  .  .  .”  In  a  paraphrase  of  St.  Augustine,  Gilder 
claims  that  belief  is  the  basis  of  knowledge  and  like 
Reagan,  Stockman  and  the  rest,  we  must  believe  it  to 


make  it  true.  This  surely  is  “voodoo”  economics. 

More  important  and  more  dangerous  for  us,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  barely  hidden  social  agenda  in  Wealth  and 
Poverty.  Gilder  has  succeeded  in  linking  “supply-side” 
economics  to  the  sexual  politics  of  Ayatollah  Falwell 
and  the  Religious  Right.  According  to  Gilder  the  hu¬ 
man  male  is  by  nature  irresponsibly  and  irrepressibly 
aggressive  and  hedonistic.  Human  females,  on  the 
other  hand,  because  of  their  procreative  capacity  are 
biologically  oriented  toward  the  future.  Therefore, 
“civilized  society  is  dependent  upon  the  submission  of 
the  short-term  sexuality  of  young  men  to  the  extended 
maternal  horizons  of  women.”  Thus,  economic  pro¬ 
ductivity  and  upward  mobility  depends  on  harnessing 
the  sexual  energy  of  males  into  responsible  paternity  by 
monogamous,  heterosexual  marriage.  Feminism,  and 
by  extension  gay  liberation,  shatters  this  biologically  or¬ 
dained  order.  Instead  of  becoming  an  upstanding,  dis¬ 
ciplined  patriarch,  single,  divorced  or  separated  hetero¬ 
sexual  men  flee  into  dissolute  and  violent  lives  when 
deprived  of  female  dependency.  The  foundation  of  our 
economic  order,  therefore,  depends  on  the  channeling' 
of  disruptive  male  aggressiveness  into  performance  as 
provider  for  a  wife  and  children. 

Gilder  nowhere  suggests  how  monogamous  marriage 
and  the  nuclear  family  is  to  be  maintained.  It  is  clear, 
however,  that  the  social  program  of  the  religious  right, 
opposition  to  ERA,  anti-abortions,  anti-gay  rights, 
#nti-divorce,  anti-sex  education,  is  a  step  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  Of  course,  at  no  point  does  he  discuss  the  effects 
of  multinational  corporations  on  inflation,  government 
regulations,  small  business  or  consumer  behavior.  In 
short  Gilder  overlooks  the  single  most  important  eco- 


Articles :  A  Thing 

Compiled  and  Annotated  by  Marsha  Mauer 

If  we’re  going  to  fight  back  we  have  to  know  who 
and  what  it  is  we’re  fighting.  I  picked  the  following 
articles  to  review  because  they  present  a  diverse,  but 
consistently  informative  and  critical  picture  of  the  New 
Right,  and  because  these  writers,  unlike  most  of  the 
straight  media,  talk  about  fighting  back  and  shaping  a 
progressive  future. 

Although  these  articles  have  a  great  deal  to  say,  there 
is  still  much  more  to  be  written.  I  was  disappointed  to 
find  so  little  detailed  information  about  lesbians,  gays, 
and  the  New  Right.  I  also  wanted  to  find,  but  didn’t, 
an  article  connecting  racist  violence  by  Klan  and  Nazi 
activists  with  the  New  Right.  (More  general  information 
about  racist  activity  in  the  United  States  is  available  in 
Southern  Exposure  and  Klan  Watch.) 

Despite  my  disappointments,  I’m  pleased  with  these 
articles.  I  hope  you’ll  find  them  interesting  and  useful. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  article  by  Gloria  Steinem, 
these  are  not  generally  available  at  the  public  library. 
They  are  available  at  alternative  bookstores,  and  at 
some  other  bookstores  that  carry  a  large  stock  of  peri¬ 
odicals. 

The  New  Right  vs  Women’s  Rights  by  Women  Organ¬ 
ized  for  Reproductive  Choice  (WORC)  (pamphlet), 
1980. 

Women  Organized  for  Reproductive  Choice  is  a  Chica¬ 
go-based  activist  organization  working  to  secure 
reproductive  freedom  for  all  people.  In  this  brochure 
WORC  members  analyze  the  development  of  the  New 
Right,  particularly  the  anti-abortion  movement,  from  a 
strongly  socialist-feminist  perspective.  The  brochure  is 
well  researched  and  full  of  important  information,  in¬ 
cluding  an  organizational  chart  that  demonstrates  clear¬ 
ly  the  overlapping  leadership  of  the  supposedly  separate 
single-issue  right-wing  groups.  It  also  includes  a  glos¬ 
sary  of  New  Right  leaders  and  organizations. 

“In  the  Wings:  New  Right  Organization  and 
Ideology”  by  Allen  Hunter.  Radical  America,  Spring 
1981,  Vol.  13,  nos.  1  &  2. 

This  well-written  and  deeply  analytic  article  examines 
the  historical  development  of  the  New  Right.  Allen 
Hunter  describes  how  connections  are  being  made 
among  several  existing  conservative  political  action 
committees;  right-wing  fundraiser  Richard  Viguerie; 
older  right-wing  single-issue  groups,  such  as  the  Na¬ 
tional  Right  to  Work  Committee;  newer  single-issue 
groups,  such  as  the  National  Right  to  Life  Committee; 
and,  more  recently,  religious  organizations  such  as  the 
Moral  Majority  and  the  Religious  Roundtable. 

After  explaining  the  New  Right’s  organizational 
form.  Hunter  discusses  the  ideological  underpinnings 
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nomic  development  of  the  second  half  of  the  twentieth 
century,  a  factor  which  more  than  likely  is  relevant  to 
current  economic  tribulations.  Instead  Gilder  gives  us 


of  the  New  Right’s  activities.  He  characterizes  it  as  a 
pro-family,  pro-god,  pro-white,  pro-America  perspec¬ 
tive  that  appeals  to  the  middle  strata  of  society  and 
plays  their  interests  off  against  the  “extremes,”  blacks, 
gays,  the  poor,  liberal  intellectuals,  and  so  on. 

Of  all  the  articles  listed  here,  Allen  Hunter’s  gives 
the  most  comprehensive  analysis  of  the  New  Right's 
organization  and  ideology. 

“Reagan’s  Hidden  Agenda:  Racism  and  the  New 
American  Right”  by  David  Edgar.  Race  and  Class,  Vol. 
XXII,  Winter  1981. 

David  Edgar  takes  exception  with  an  earlier  Allen 
Hunter  article  (co-authored  with  Linda  Gordon,  called 
“Sex,  Family,  and  the  New  Right,”  Radical  America , 
Winter  1977-1978)  that  describes  anti-feminist,  pro- 
family  politics  as  the  “propelling”  force  behind  the 
New  Right.  Edgar  thinks  that  this  perspective  under¬ 
estimates  the  centrality  of  racism  to  the  New  Right’s 
ideology  and  activities.  While  acknowledging  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  anti-feminism,  Edgar  believes  that  racism  has 
been  a  “defining”  issue  for  both  the  New  Right  and 
Neo-Consetvative  movements,  and  that  they  are 
making  a  deliberate  and  concerted  effort  to  roll  back 
the  gains  of  the  Black  Liberation  movement. 

Edgar  explains  that  racism  is  not  being  expressed  di¬ 
rectly  but  rather  through  euphemisms  such  as  “states’ 
rights,”  “cracking  down  on  crime,”  “welfare  reform,” 
and  “reverse  discrimination.”  When  we  identify  these 
phrases  as  code  words  for  racism,  it  becomes  apparent 
that  racism  is  very  much  a  part  of  the  right  wing’s 
agenda.  Only  Edgar’s  article,  of  those  listed  here, 
details  the  racist  intents  of  the  right  wing. 

“The  War  Against  Choice”  by  Deirdre  English. 
Mother  Jones,  February  /March  1981. 

Deirdre  English  donned  high  heels,  earrings,  make-up, 
a  flowered  cotton  skirt  and  a  frilly  white  blouse  in  order 
to  tell  us  what  really  happens  at  a  Right-to-Life  conven¬ 
tion.  “Frightening”  and  representative  of  .  .a  deep 
crisis  in  the  community  of  women”  are  two  of  her  com¬ 
ments  on  the  experience. 


sociobiology  and  romantic  idealism  —  a  dangerous 
combination. 


In  her  article,  English  gives  a  thoughtful  analysis  of 
both  the  Right-to-Life  organization  and  its  constitu¬ 
ency.  The  information  she  offers  about  the  organization 
is  extensive,  but  even  more  interesting  to  this  reader 
was  her  discussion  of  the  women  who  work  in  the  anti¬ 
abortion  movement.  Why  are  thousands  of  mainly 
middle -class  white  women  willing  to  follow  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  a  few  politically  motivated  white  men,  in  order 
to  build  an  anti -feminist  organization?  What  does  it 
mean  for  a  woman  to  be  not  only  anti-abortion,  but 
anti-choice  as  well?  English  offers  thought  provoking, 
albeit  disturbing,  answers  to  these  questions. 

“The  Right’s  Prospects:  Can  it  Reconstruct  America?” 
by  Bill  Resnick.  Socialist  Review,  Vol.  11,  no.  2, 
March! April  1981 

Bill  Resnick  places  the  New  Right  within  the  broader 
context  of  both  the  entire  right  wing  and  the  overall 
U.S.  political  scene.  He  distinguishes  the  single  issue 
groups  and  religious  organizations  of  the  “New  Right” 
from  the  “Modernizing  Right,”  which  seeks  to 
stabilize  and  maintain  the  capitalist  economy  and  easily 
tolerates  the  social  diversity  which  offends  the 
moralistic  New  Right. 

Resnick  then  speculates  about  the  relative  impact 
these  two  trends  will  have  on  the  Reagan  administration 
and  on  the  social  relations  of  work,  public  education, 
race,  communication  and  culture,  the  environment, 
and  our  social  lives.  This  article  encourages  one  to  think 
realistically  about  how  the  United  States  will  be  chang¬ 
ing  over  the  next  few  years. 

“The  Nazi  Connection:  Authoritarianism  Begins  at 
Home”  by  Gloria  Steinem.  MS,  November  1980. 

In  this  short  piece  Gloria  Steinem  compares  the  econ¬ 
omy  and  national  mood  of  pre-nazi  Germany  with  the 
political  climate  in  the  United  States  today.  She  also 
compares  statements  made  by  Hitler  regarding  women 
and  the  family  with  statements  being  made  by  leaders 
of  the  New  Right.  The  article  makes  the  similarities 
between  fascist  ideology  and  New  Right  ideology  dra¬ 
matically  apparent. 


Thunder 


continued  from  page  1 


myself,  that  scale  of  tugged  individualism  with  no 
checks  and  no  balances  sounds  too  volatile,  given  the 
national  trend  to  the  right.  If  we  can’t  win  quickly  in 
the  courts,  then  well  be  slaughtered  in  our  sleep  by  a 
New  Right,  direct-mail  induced  referendum.  Theirs  is  a 
politics  that  "may  be  more  aptly  described  as  radical,  or 
reactionary  populism,  seeking  to  incite  a  revolt  (or 
many  small  revolts)  of  ‘the  people’  against  the  institu¬ 
tions  of  representative  government,’’  as  Crawford  puts 


it. 


Ironically,  the  New  Right  has  successfully  captured 
the  White  House.  Don’t  believe  anyone  who  says  Rea¬ 
gan’s  not  connected  with  the  New  Right.  Reagan, 
Goldwater,  and  Wallace  crystallized  the  ideology  of  the 
right-moving  factions  into  a  movement  which  became 
the  New  Right.  New  Rightists  are  critical  of  many  of 
Reagan’s  policies,  but  overall,  the  results  of  his  adminis¬ 
tration  couldn’t  please  the  New  Right  more.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  understand  that  Reagan  provides  an  image  and  a 
hint  at  moderation  that  disguises  his  own  New  Right 
leanings.  And  he  acts  like  a  politician  from  the  old 
school,  when  Republicans  were  Republicans.  Working 
rapidly  behind  this  smoke  screen  are  the  “new  politi¬ 
cians”:  the  fund-raisers,  pollsters,  and  genuine  fanatics 
whose  stake  in  the  whole  thing  is  really  <7»/;-party  and 
naked  opportunism.  They  seek  to  establish  a  base  of 
support  outside  the  party  system  and  independent  of 
Big  Business,  the  two  traditional  sources  of  power. 

The  New  Right  represents  a  politics  of  revenge.  Their 
strategy  has  been  to  fight  against  candidates  it  dislikes, 
rather  than  promoting  ones  it  likes.  This  negative  strat¬ 
egy  makes  it  possible  to  rally  voters  against  candidates 
who  favor  specific  issues,  without  the  need  to  form  a  co¬ 
alition  that  will  agree  on  enough  issues  to  actually  elect 
an  alternative  candidate.  According  to  Crawford,  this 
“government  by  rabble  rousing"  (to  quote  Will  Her- 
berg),  will  ultimately  result  in  the  complete  circumven¬ 
tion  of  the  legislature  and  courts,  and  create  a  Caesar- 
ism  of  president  and  people. 

Crawford  could  not  predict  the  enormous  success  that 
the  New  Right  would  have  in  Congress  following  Rea¬ 
gan’s  election.  His  conservative  view  that  America  mod¬ 
erates  the  interests  of  everyone  blinds  him  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  inherent  in  post-industrial  capitalism.  Thunder 
explains  a  great  deal  and  is  absolutely  the  best  single 
source  book  on  the  New  Right  that  is  currently  avail¬ 
able.  It  is  a  plea  for  everyone  who  is  not  in  the  New 
Right  (including  the  old  conservatives  in  Big  Business) 
to  band  together  and  knock  some  sense  into  these  folks. 
What  lies  between  the  lines  is  a  criticism  of  the  left’s  in¬ 
ability  to  appeal  to  the  “disenfranchised”  who  are  so 
susceptible  to  the  New  Right’s  simplistic,  emotional 
manipulation.  But  I’m  not  comfortable  bedding  down 
with  the  Rockefellers  in  order  to  fight  the  now-rich, 
Johnny-Come-Latelies  who  are  raking  it  in  with  their 
direct  mail  campaigns. 

The  New  Right  believes  itself  to  be  a  populist  move¬ 
ment,  a  burgeoning  force  with  leaders  who  emerge  in 
that  embarrassed  “Oh,  come  on,  Billy”  mandate  that 
reminds  me  of  picking  a  troop  leader  in  scouts.  By 
maintaining  that  they  are  really  just  “out  front  follow¬ 
ers,"  the  leaders  of  the  New  Right  can  counter  internal 
criticism  with  “But  guys,  you  made  me  lead."  And  this 
makes  these  leaders  difficult  to  separate  from  the  mas¬ 
ses  and  even  more  difficult  to  expose  as  frauds. 

1  think  about  Thunder  a  lot,  hoping  that  The  Answer 
will  suddenly  dawn  on  me.  None  of  the  solutions  fit 
with  my  ideas  about  the  “teams,”  conservatives  vs.  radi¬ 
cals,  as  I  learned  them  in  the  late  ’60s.  I  feel  like  I’ve 
crept  and  over  hand  on  a  rope  over  a  snake  pit,  and 
looked  up  to  discover  Jerry  Falwell  holding  onto  the 
other  end.  Suddenly,  the  snakes  don’t  look  so  bad.- 

I’m  realizing  that  we  have  a  difficult  road  ahead,  one 
which  will  require  new  coalitions  and  some  real  soul- 
searching  about  who  we  can  work  with  and  where  we 
can  draw  the  lines.  Thunder  exposes  the  fallacy  of  di¬ 
viding  the  world  into  Democrats  and  Republicans  or 
even  into  leftists  and  rightists.  The  left  must  respond 
with  new  kinds  of  analysis  that  clarify  and  help  us  move 
forward  in  this  political  upheaval  brought  on  by  the 
emergence  of  the  New  Right.  The  articles  in  this  sup¬ 
plement  go  a  ways  in  developing  a  new  political  under¬ 
standing  of  this  social  and  political  crisis,  but  the  com¬ 
prehensive  work  is  not  yet  written. 
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A  State  of  Siege:  The  New  Right  and  Sexual  Repression 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 
On  my  trip  out  west  this  past  winter,  I 
visited  with  several  old  and  close 
friends,  most  of  whom  I  had  known 
from  my  years  of  political  activity  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  Gayle  Rubin 
was  one  of  these  old  close  friends.  She  is 
presently  living  in  San  Francisco  with 
her  friend  and  lover  Pat  Califia.  I  was 
happy  to  have  a  chance  to  meet  Pat, 
and  to  interview  both  of  these  thoughtful 
women  for  GCN.  Doing  the  interview 
has  helped  me  clarify  my  feelings  about 
many  of  the  issues  raised. 

Gayle  Rubin  is  the  author  of  The  Traffic  in 
Women:  Notes  on  the  Political  Economy  of 
Sex  (from  the  anthology  Toward  an  Anthro¬ 
pology  of  Women,  ed.  Rayna  Reiter,  1975), 
the  author  of  an  introduction  to  Renee 
Vivien’s  A  Woman  Appeared  To  Me,  and  an 
article  entitled  “Sexual  Politics,  The  New 
Right  and  the  Sexual  Fringe”  (first  published 
in  The  Leaping  Lesbian  in  February  of  1978). 
She  has  been  active  in  the  lesbian  and  feminist 
movements  for  over  ten  years,  and  was  active 
in  the  beginnings  of  the  women’s  movement 
and  gay  movement  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
She  is  presently  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco 
Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Project,  helped  to 
organize  SAMOIS  (a  support  group  for  les¬ 
bian  feminists  into  s/m),  and  is  working  on  her 
dissertation  on  the  gay  male  s/m  community. 

Pat  Califia  is  the  author  of  Sapphistry,  The 
Book  of  Lesbian  Sexuality,  printed  in  1980  by 
Naiad  Press,  Inc.  She  has  been  active  in  the 
lesbian  feminist  movement  since  1971;  was 
part  of  a  group  of  women  who  helped  found  a 
women’s  center  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  has 
been  doing  sexuality  workshops  for  lesbians 
for  five  years;  and  is  part  of  a  group  of  women 
who  helped  found  SAMOIS.  She  is  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  whose  work  has  appeared  in  The 
Advocate,  Sinister  Wisdom,  Black  Maria,  off 
our  backs,  GPU  News,  Heresies  and  other 
feminist/gay  publications. 

Art  Interview 

Nancy:  Could  you  talk  about  how  you  feel  about  what  is  going 
on  in  this  country  with  the  rise  of  the  New  Right?  What  kinds 
of  things  are  worrying  you,  and  what  do  you  think  people 
should  be  doing  to  fight  back? 

Gayle:  There’s  lots  to  worry  about  with  the  New  Right, 
or  the  Old  Right.  Much  of  what  is  going  on  with  the  rise 
of  the  right  in  this  country  is  pretty  obvious  to  us  all. 

The  thing  that  most  concerns  me  is  something  that  most 
people  aren’t  very  aware  of — the  impact  of  the  current 
political  situation  on  sexual  minorities,  sexual  freedom, 
and  sexual  behavior.  Ever  since  Dade  County,  four  years 
ago,  sexual  politics  in  this  country  have  been  very 
different.  During  the  months  before  the  Dade  County 
election,  and  continuing  after,  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  police  repression  against  almost  every  sexual 
population  in  the  country.  That  includes  not  only  a  lot  of 
police  activity  against  the  gay  community,  but  police 
activity  against  prostitutes,  pomographers,  s/m  people, 
and  people  who  are  involved  in  trans-generational 
sex — particularly  gay  men. 

One  thing  that  is  important  for  people  to  remember  is 
that  the  Right  Wing  has  always  been  very  upset  about  sex 
and  sexual  freedom.  They  oppose  sex  education.  They 
oppose  homosexuals.  They  oppose  any  kind  of  sex  for 
pleasure,  any  kind  of  sex  that  is  not  reproductive. 

Pat:  The  police  have  reactivated  some  very  antiquated 
vice  laws  that  they  haven’t  bothered  to  enforce  for  a 
while.  One  of  the  things  that  the  anti-porn  movement  is 
very  naive  about  is  the  actual  laws  in  our  country  against 
obscenity.  The  police  are  using  drug  laws,  obscenity  laws, 
laws  against  public  indecency  and  solicitation,  and  laws 
around  alcohol  consumption  to  fuck  up  the  licenses  of 
gay  bars.  They  can  get  convictions,  now,  whereas  before 
the  laws  were  pretty  unenforceable.  Unless  you  realize 
what  is  going  on  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  it  is  not  real 
apparent  why  some  people  might  oppose  a  feminist  anti¬ 
porn  movement  or  might  oppose  sexual  conservatism  in 
the  gay  movement.  We  are  talking  about  people  being 
sent  to  jail,  right  now. 

Gayle:  For  activities  that  are  essentially  innocent.  Part  of 
the  problem  is  that  sex  is  so  mythologized  that  people 
think  that  if  someone  does  something  sexual  for  pleasure 
that  is  different  from  what  they  understand,  then  they 
are  doing  something  really  awful  and  violent  and  criminal 
to  somebody  else.  The  problem  is  that  all  these  laws  are 
based  on  the  notion  that  sexual  behavior  is  in  and  of 
itself  a  terrible,  diseased,  depraved  thing  to  do.  What 
most  people  in  the  gay  movement  don’t  realize  is  that 
homosexuality  is  only  one  of  a  multitude  of  activities  that 
have  fallen  under  these  kinds  of  laws  and  this  kind  of 
state  harassment.  There  are  a  couple  of  levels  of  danger. 

One  is  that  the  old  laws  that  are  on  the  books  will  be  en¬ 
forced  more,  and  those  laws  are  pretty  bad.  Many  of 
them  were  passed  at  the  end  of  the  19th  century.  The 
Comstock  law,  passed  around  1871,  not  only  outlawed 
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obscenity,  but  also  outlawed  sending  information  about 
contraception  and  abortion  through  the  mails.  Two  of 
the  major  provisions  of  it— the  ones  relating  to  informa¬ 
tion  on  contraception  and  abortion— have  been  struck 
down  by  the  Supreme  Court  as  unconstitutional,  but  the 
obscenity  portion  of  that  law  is  still  intact. 

The  other  danger  is  that  new  laws  will  be  passed  which 
will  criminalize  behavior  even  more  than  it  already  is. 
That  is  what  happened  in  the  case  of  the  new  laws 
against  kiddy  pom  four  years  ago.  A  whole  category  of 
material  became  more  illegal  than  it  was  before.  People 
who  possess  it  can  now  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  for 
having  it.  One  of  the  things  that  some  of  the  feminist 
anti-porn  movements  want  to  do  is  to  increase  criminal 
penalties  for  special  kinds  of  pom,  and  to  criminalize 
new  kinds  of  pom.  I  think  a  lot  of  people  in  that  move¬ 
ment  would  like  to  see  s/m  pom  suffer  the  same  kind  of 
legal  penalties  that  pom  depicting  minors  does  now.  That 
would  have  an  impact  on  the  s/m  population  like  the  im¬ 
pact  the  kiddie  pom  laws  have  had  on  boy-lovers.  It 
would  give  the  cops  a  good  law  with  which  to  bust  us. 

Pal:  The  cops  are  always  looking  for  ways  to  get  around 
any  liberalization  of  the  sex  laws.  In  California,  the  con¬ 
senting  adults  bill  decriminalized  sodomy.  Before  that, 
many  homosexuals  were  required  to  register  as  sex  of¬ 
fenders.  However,  many  other  people  still  have  to  regis¬ 
ter  as  sex  offenders  to  inform  the  police  of  any  change  in 
address  if  they  are  convicted  of  violating  a  number  of  ' 
other  vice  laws.  We  still  have  a  huge  apparatus  for 
punishing  people  who  are  sexually  different.  I  think  gay 
people  have  forgotten  just  how  bad  those  laws  are. 

Nancy:  In  talking  about  how  people  are  responding  to  the  threat 
of  the  right,  you  are  saying  you  feel  that  some  people  aren’t 
responding  too  well. 

Pat:  Nobody  wants  to  get  busted.  The  gay  movement 
and  the  women’s  movement  and  all  kinds  of  progressive 
movements  are  running  scared  in  front  of  the  New  Right. 
What  they  are  basically  doing  is  trying  to  separate 
themselves  from  the  minority  elements  within  their  own 
movements  and  leave  them  as  scapegoats,  in  an  attempt 
to  slow  down  the  progress  of  the  New  Right  toward  their 
own  front  door.  It  was  real  frightening  when  NOW  pass¬ 
ed  the  resolution  that  condemned  public  sex  and  por¬ 
nography  and  what  they  called  pederasty,  and  s/m,  and 
said  that  those  were  not  issues  of  sexual  preference,  not 
issues  of  lesbian  rights,  not  civil  rights  issues.  It  is  an  in¬ 
dication  of  genuine  growing  conservatism  on  the  part  of 
a  movement  that  ought  to  be  progressive.  The  National 
Lawyers  Guild  resolution  that  singled  out  s/m  porn  for 
special  condemnation  and  urged  people  not  to  defend 
porn  cases  is  also  real  scary  Pornography  is  one  of  the 
few  avenues  of  sexual  gratification  available  to  people 
who  are  a  part  of  sexual  minorities,  who  have  a  difficult 
time  finding  partners,  who  can’t  be  real  open  about  their 
preferences.  I.  is  a  good  way  to  bust  people  who  are  sex¬ 
ually  different.  Almost  every  single  sexual  speciality  you 
can  name  has  got  its  own  genre  of  pom.  Gay  people  tend 
to  forget  that  even  ten  to  fifteen  years  ago  most  of  us 
were  meeting  each  other  via  sex  ads  and  in  fact  sex  ads 
continue  to  keep  some  gay  papers  solvent.  Pom  has  a 
function  besides  just  being  erotic  literature.  Through  the 
sex  ads  it  manages  to  keep  communities  together  that 
aren’t  above  ground  enough  to  have  bars,  bathhouses, 
discos  and  restaurants— transvestites,  s/m  people, 
pedophiles,  swingers  (people  into  group  sex  or  partner 
switching),  and  prostitutes. 

Gayle:  The  sociology  of  the  sex  world  is  such  that  it  is 
not  just  a  question  of  gays  and  straights.  It  is  more  com¬ 
plicated  than  that.  The  gay  world  is  the  most  well- 
organized,  well-financed  and  most  privileged  of  all  the 
little  non-conventional,  underground  worlds  of  sexual  de¬ 
viance.  Even  lesbians  are  privileged  relative  to  a  lot  of 
sexual  communities.  We  have  bars,  and  we  have  a 
political  movement  in  which  to  meet  each  other.  There 
are  many  people  who  don’t  even  have  that  and  have  to 
meet  through  the  ads  in  pom  magazines. 


laws  in  77-78.  In  response  to  those  laws  pedophiles 
organized  to  defend  themselves.  Much  of  the  gay  move¬ 
ment,  and  most  of  the  women’s  movement,  is  so 
uneducated  about  sexual  variation  that  it  just  hasn’t 
known  what  to  do  about  the  issues  that  have  been  raised. 
The  response  has  been  pretty  hysterical  and  based  on  a 
lot  of  ideas  about  sex  that  are  inaccurate.  In  effect, 

NOW  and  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  have  said  to  the 
state,  “We  won’t  defend  them ,  you  can  have  them.”  It 
isolates  these  groups  from  the  defense  perimeter  that  is 
being  thrown  up  around  the  gay  and  women’s  move¬ 
ment.  It  says  that  those  people  have  to  stay  outside  of 
that  perimeter. 

Pat:  In  the  long  run  it  is  going  to  damage  the  mainstream 
women’s  movement  and  the  mainstream  gay  movement. 
You  are  talking  about  setting  up  artificial  standards  of 
respectability  that  clearly  have  little  to  do  with  the  way 
the  right  wing  perceives  all  feminists  and  all  gays.  To 
them,  to  Jerry  Falwell,  there  is  no  difference  between  a 
gay  man  who  is  a  leather  queen  and  a  gay  man  who  is  a 
boy-lover  and  a  gay  man  who  has  been  lovers  with  the 
same  person  for  twenty  years  and  has  a  monogamous 
relationship  and  is  a  certified  public  accountant. 


with  Gayle  Rubin 

Nancy:  I  see  it  as  a  real  attempt  on  the  part  of  NOW  and  the 
Lawyers  Guild  and  people  into  those  politics,  to  get  soma  false 
sense  of  security  or  respectability.  Maybe  they  feel  it  will  be 
easier  to  get  approval  that  way,  from  the  rest  of  society. 

Pat:  The  police  are  using  cases  of  boy-love,  porn, 
prostitution,  and  public  sex  to  very  carefully  build  a 
system  of  precedent  that  is  going  to  be  real  helpful  to 
them  when  they  come  after  more  conservative  gays.  By 
the  time  they  get  around  to  the  people  who  consider 
themselves  respectable,  the  sex  laws  will  be  much  more 
regressive  and  public  sentiment  will  have  changed  for  the 
worse.  They  are  going  to  find  it  harder  to  defend  their 
own  cases. 

Gayle:  I’m  sure  there  will  be  new  sex  laws.  I  think  this  is 
going  to  one  of  those  periods  like  the  1950s  and  the 
1890s  when  lots  of  laws  against  various  kinds  of  vice  and 
sex  were  passed.  The  trouble  with  those  laws  is  that  once 
they  are  passed  they  are  on  the  books  and  they  never  get 
off.  They  fall  into  disuse,  but  they  never  get  repealed.  No 
respectable  politician  will  risk  being  accused  of  being  pro- 
pom  or  pro-rape  of  children,  or  however  these  things  are 
characterized. 

People  have  compared  the  anti-pom  movement  to  pro¬ 
hibition.  That  is  actually  not  a  good  comparison, 
because,  after  all,  prohibition  did  get  repealed.  During 


The  state  and  the  right  have  been 
attacking  the  women's  move¬ 
ment  and  the  gay  movement  by _ _ 

...JzL  luiln/iv  the  same  period  when  trying  to  get  rid  of  alcohol  was  an 

Starting  Wltn  tne  most  VUlner—  issue  there  were  also  campaigns  around  sex  that  resulted 
LI  in  a  whole  bunch  of  sex  legislation  at  the  end  of  the  19th 

aOie .  century.  The  legislation  that  was  passed  included  most  of 


Nancy:  Can  you  talk' about  why  you  think  NOW  passed  that 
resolution?  How  do  you  feel  about  it,  and  what  would  you  like 
to  see  happen? 

Gayle:  I’m  not  so  worried  about  why  they  did  it  as  I  am 
about  the  impact  it  will  have.  The  state  and  the  right 
have  been  attacking  the  women’s  movement  and  the  gay 
movement  by  starting  with  the  parts  of  those  com¬ 
munities  that  are  the  most  vulnerable,  the  easiest  to  bust, 
the  least  able  to  defend  themselves,  and  the  least  able  to 
get  support  from  other  people.  The  first  group  that  really 
got  assaulted  was  the  boy-lovers  through  the  kiddie  porn 


LESBIAN  AND  OAT  EIGHTS 

Whorooz.  th#  National  Organization  for  Woman's  commitmont  to  aquality,  freedom,  jus¬ 
tice  and  dignity  for  all  women  is  singularly  affirmed  in  NOW's  advocacy  of  Lesbian  rights; 
and 

Whereas.  NOW  defines  Lesbian  rights  issues  to  be  those  in  which  the  issue  is  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  on  affectional/sexual  preference/orientation;  and 

Whereas.  There  are  other  issues  (i.e.  pederasty,  pornography,  sadomasochism  and  pub¬ 
lic  sex)  which  have  been  mistakenly  correlated  with  Lesbian/Gay  rights  by  some  gay  or¬ 
ganisations  and  by  opponents  of  Lesbian/Gay  rights  who  seek  to  contuse  the  issue,  and 
Whereas.  Pederasty  is  an  issue  of  exploitation  or  violence,  not  affectional/sexual  prefer¬ 
ence/orientation;  and 

Whereas.  Pornography  is  an  issue  of  exploitation  and  violence,  not  afiectional/ sexual  pre- 
ference/ohentation;  and 

i.  Sadomasochism  is  an  issue  of  violence,  not  affectional/sexual  preference/orien- 


Whereos.  Public  sex,  when  practiced  by  heterosexuals  or  homosexuals,  is  an  issue  of  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  privacy  rights  of  non- participants,  not  an  issue  of  affectional/sexual  prefer¬ 
ence/orientation;  and 

Whereas.  NOW  does  not  support  the  inclusion  of  pederasty,  pornography,  sadomaso¬ 
chism  and  public  sex  as  Lesbian  rights  issues,  since  to  do  so  would  violate  the  feminist 
principles  upon  which  this  organization  was  founded;  now  therefore 

Be  U  resolved.  That  the  National  Organization  for  Women  adopt  the  preceding 
delineation  ol  I-—  Ki«n  rights  issues  and  non-Lesbian  rights  issues  as  the  official  position  of 
NOW;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  NOW  disseminate  this  resolution  and  the  resolution  concept 
paper  on  l^fbtan  rights  issues  1980  attached  hereto  throughout  the  National,  State  and  Lo¬ 
cal  levels  of  the  organisation;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  NOW  will  work  in  cooperation  with  groups  and  organizations 
which  advocate  Lesbian  Rights  as  issues  as  defined  above. 


the  current  laws  that  are  used  to  harass  prostitutes  and 
gay  people.  It  included  the  obscenity  laws  among  others. 
Some  were  stricken  by  the  courts,  but  almost  none  of 
them  were  ever  repealed.  In  the  1950s,  during  the  McCar¬ 
thy  period,  there  was  another  big  scare  about  the  sex 
deviate  menace,  the  sex  problem,  and  the  homosexual 
menace.  Most  states  had  their  own  investigations  into  the 
sex  deviate  problem  and  passed  new  laws.  There  were 
Federal  committees  as  well.  The  sexually  dangerous  per¬ 
sons  laws,  the  registration  of  sex  offenders,  and  a  lot  of 
other  awful  pieces  of  legislation  were  passed.  They  are 
still  on  the  books.  New  restrictions  on  what  people  can 
do  for  pleasure  and  recreation  will  give  the  State  that 
much  more  power  to  apprehend  people  who  are  doing 
nothing  but  having  a  good  time,  and  stick  them  in  jail 
for  20  or  30  years.  Meanwhile,  some  parts  of  the 
women’s  movement  and  parts  of  the  gay  movement  will 
cheer  about  how  all  these  awful  perverts  are  being  sent 
up.  That’s  real  depressing. 

Nancy:  Are  you  sure  that  there  is  an  increase  in  busts  and  ar¬ 
rests  now— or  are  we  just  more  aware  of  them? 

Pat:  If  I  take  San  Francisco  as  an  example,  before  Dade 
County,  Folsom  Street  was  a  relatively  open  part  of 
town.  A  lot  of  the  bars  had  back  rooms  where  sex  went 
on.  There  were  some  areas  south  of  Market  where  people 
would  get  together  after  the  bars  closed  and  have  sex 
there.  Once  Dade  County  hit,  and  then  the  Briggs  Initia¬ 
tive,  and  then  the  Moral  Majority  targeting  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  the  vice  raids  have  been  increasing  in  frequency. 
They  have  closed  down  all  the  back  rooms,  there  are  no 
more  alleys  where  you  can  engage  in  “public”  sex  South 
of  Market,  and  the  level  of  harassment  on  the  street  has 
gone  up.  Since  public  awareness  of  s/m  has  increased  I 
think  I  get  more  specific  insults  on  the  street  about  being 
into  s/m,  instead  of  just  insults  about  being  gay.  In  San 
Francisco  activity  against  prostitution  has  been  stepped  up- 


Gayle:  The  biggest  impact  on  everybody  in  San  Francisco 
has  been  the  fear  of  violence.  It  is  ironic.  People  are 
beginning  to  realize  that  this  is  not  really  the  gay  mecca. 

This  is  a  community  under  seige  and  essentially  what  is 
going  on  is  a  fight  over  the  territory  that  gay  people  and 
other  sexual  minorities  will  be  able  to  occupy.  That’s  ter- 

San  Francisco  is  not  really  the 
gay  mecca .  This  is  a  community 
under  siege.  .  .  .  There  is  a  war 
going  on,  but  it  is  being  fought 
in  silence. 

ritory  in  terms  of  openness  on  the  street,  public  vis- 
ability,  political  clout,  safety,  where  the  bars  can  be, 
what  goes  on  in  the  bars  and  how  many  of  them  there 
are.  There  are  border  wars  everywhere  that  the  com¬ 
munity  has  a  boundary— whether  that  is  in  geographic 
space  and/or  political  and  social  space. 

We  were  out  the  other  night  and  we  saw  some  kids 
with  baseball  bats  hanging  out  on  the  comer,  at  18th  and 
Castro,  just  waiting  for  someone  to  come  by.  There  is  a 
war  going  on,  but  it  is  a  war  that  is  being  fought  in  such 
silence  that  a  lot  of  people  don’t  realize  it.  Not  only  do 
straight  people  not  realize  it,  but  the  gay  community 
doesn’t  know  that  it  is  going  on  along  its  own  fringe 
border.  For  instance,  when  the  police  come  and  harass  a 
bar  down  on  Folsom  Street,  nobody  else  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  knows— only  the  leather  community  knows  about 
it.  Whereas  when  the  police  come  and  harass  a  main¬ 
stream  institution  like  the  Jaguar  bookstore,  every 
institution  of  gay  power  in  the  city  is  up  in  arms. 

Nancy:  Have  there  been  more  arrests  or  raids  in  the  bars  lately? 
Gayle:  I  don’t  think  there  have  been  a  lot  of  raids  on 
non-leather  bars.  There  have  certainly  been  a  lot  on  Fol¬ 
som  Street,  though.  It  tends  to  go  around  each  time  there 
is  a  political  crisis.  Just  before  the  election,  when  the 
Briggs  Initiative  came  up,  there  was  a  lot  of  police  acti¬ 
vity.  Then  it  died  down.  Then  starting  last  August, 
before  the  November  elections,  again  there  was  a  period 
of  activity.  Each  time  it  happens  it  doesn’t  die  down  as 
much — it  doesn’t  ever  go  down  to  where  it  was  before 
the  previous  period.  And  now  with  the  Moral  Majority  in 
town  we  will  see  a  lot  more  activity. 

Nancy:  How  do  you  feel  people  should  be  responding  to  this? 

Pat:  The  first  thing  that  people  should  be  doing  is  writing 
letters  to  NOW  and  also  to  the  National  Lawyers  Guild 
to  strongly  protest  their  analysis  of  pornography  and  sex¬ 
ual  variation.  People  also  need  to  take  a  careful  look  at 
the  so-called  feminist  anti-pom  movement,  particularly 
the  fact  that  its  analysis  and  agenda  overlap  so  closely 
with  the  analysis  and  agenda  of  the  Right.  We  have  really 
got  to  question  the  power  that  movement  has  acquired. 

We  have  a  lot  of  women  coming  in  to  the  women’s 
movement  now  via  the  anti-pom  movement  with  no  prior 
experience  working  against  the  Vietnam  war,  working 
against  the  draft,  working  for  the  ERA,  working  for 
abortion.  Their  political  experience  is  being  built  working 
in  the  anti-pom  movement,  which  is  basically  a  campaign 
against  vice.  We  have  to  look  at  the  direction  our  move¬ 
ment  is  going  to  take  if  they  continue  to  grow  in  power 
and  strength. 

Gayle:  We  need  to  take  steps  to  cut  off  this  process  of 
divide  and  conquer.  What  that  will  require  is  that  before 
people  jump  to  conclusions  about  other  people’s  sexual¬ 
ity,  they  really  need  to  educate  themselves.  They  need  to 
realize  that  the  same  people  who  brought  us  all  the  ideo¬ 
logies  about  homosexuality  as  sick,  perverted,  dangerous 
and  criminal,  disgusting  and  violent,  are  the  people 
bringing  them  the  same  kinds  of  misinformation  about 
other  kinds  of  sexual  activity.  This  is  a  culture  in  which 
good  knowledge  about  sex  and  about  sexual  behavior  is 
hard  to  come  by.  Instead  of  accurate  information  we 
have  a  lot  of  mythology  and  terror.  The  notion  that  to 
be  a  feminist  you  have  to  be  against  pornography  came 
up  so  suddenly  and  was  so  under-discussed  that  it  became 
dogma  and  a  kind  of  feminist  creed  before  anybody  had 
a  chance  to  say,  “Is  this  right,  is  this  correct,  is  this  ana¬ 
lysis  empirically  adequate,  does  it  cover  the  problem, 
does  it  relate  to  the  issues?”  It  has  been  the  single  most 
under-discussed  issue  in  the  history  of  the  modem 
women’s  movement.  The  people  who  have  tried  to  raise 
objections  and  say,  “Look,  we  have  to  stop  and  think 
about  this,”  have  mostly  gotten  trashed.  Everyone  needs 


RESOLUTION  ON  PORNOGRAPHY 

Wh«r*ox,  lor  purposes  oi  this  resolution,  pornography  is  defined  as  sexual  material  de¬ 
picting  violent,  coercive  or  non-consensual  acts,  which  material  endorses  or  recommends 
such  behavior;  and 

Whereas,  in  recent  years  there  has  been  an  alarming  rise  in  the  pornography  industry, 
making  it  a  multi-billion  dollar  business,  which  growth  includes  mainstream  media  depic¬ 
tions  of  women  being  abused,  bound,  raped,  and  murdered,  which  imagery  appears  in 
movies,  television,  advertisements,  and  on  record  covers; 

Whereas,  pornography  is  part  of  a  profit-oriented  system  which  utilizes  sexism,  both  to 
sell  products  and  to  maintain  the  subjugation  oi  women  in  capitalist  society;  and 
Whereas,  pornography  is,  in  and  of  itself,  violence  against  women  and  children;  forces 
women  and  children  to  internalize  and  accept  these  images;  and  encourages  the  treatment 
of  women  and  children  as  objects;  and 

Whereas,  the  right  wing  attack  on  pornography  is  part  oi  its  attempt  to  justify  official  cen¬ 
sorship  of  free  expression  and  create  a  sexually  repressive  society,  which  opposition  is  fo¬ 
cused  by  their  attack  on  reproductive  freedom,  gay  rights,  women's  liberation,  and  sexual 
awareness;  and 

Whereas,  pornography  is  particularly  pernicious  in  that  it  often  reinforces  racist,  as  well 
as  sexist  stereotypes  in  this  society;  and 

Whereas,  pornography 'often  distorts  and  exploits  lesbian  sexuality;  and 

Whereas,  men  have  a  particular  role  in  the  struggle  against  pornography,  to  educate  oih- 

ar  men  about  the  oppressive  nature  of  pornography;  and 

Whereas,  the  primary  method  to  defeat  pornography  is  through  education  and  economic 
actions  such  as  boycotts  and  picketing; 

THEREFORE.  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT 

1-  The  National  Lawyers  Guild  condemns  pornography  and  commits  its  resources  to 
end  its  dissemination; 

2.  NLG  members  and  chapters  are  urged  to  defend  and  support  those  persons  who  take 
direct  action  against  pornography,  who  are  then  criminally  prosecuted  for  their  actions; 

3.  A  major  focus  of  this  attack  is  on  the  pornography  industry  and  those  who  profit  from 
it  and  Guild  members  are  urged  not  to  represent  pornographers  as  such; 

4.  Another  major  focus  of  this  attack  is  to  educate  the  users  of  pornography  as  to  its  rac¬ 
ist,  anti-lesbian  and  sexist  nature; 

5.  Guild  members  and  chapters  oppose  the  right  wing  anti-sexuality  movement  by  af¬ 
firming  the  Guild's  commitment  to  the  free  expression  of  consensual,  sexually  explicit  het¬ 
erosexual,  lesbian,  and  gay  male  erotica;  by  encouraging  sexual  awareness  and  options; 
and  by  working  in  progressive  coalitions  which  undertake  community  education  and  di¬ 
rect  action  against  pornography; 

6.  Guild  members  and  chapters  should  discuss  affirmative  litigation  against  the  profi¬ 
teers  of  pornography  including  lawsuits  brought  under  applicable  civil  rights  statutes  and 
human  rights  ordinances. 

IMPLEMENTATION:  by  the  Notional  Committee  to  Combat  Worn* 

•he  Gay  Rights  Task  Force. 

PASSED  by  the  CONVENTION  August  >.  1SB0 _ 


to  go  back  to  square  one  and  think  these  issues  through 
very  carefully,  because  the  consequences  of  making 
mistakes  are  serious. 

P«»:  1  think  it  is  very  hard  for  gay  men  and  women,  and 
for  feminists,  to  acknowledge  that  they  might  not  be 
completely  informed  about  sex.  Just  because  I  am  a  les¬ 
bian  does  not  mean  that  I  understand  all  the  ways  that 
gay  men  are  oppressed.  I  think  there  is  an  assumption 
that  feminism  is  the  ultimate  theory  of  oppression  and  it 
is  going  to  explain  all  the  other  kinds  of  oppression  that 
go  on.  I  don’t  think  that  feminism  is  necessarily  a  very 
good  theory  for  looking  at  why  societies  are  so  crazy 
about  sex,  anymore  than  marxism  is  necessarily  a  good 
theory  for  looking  at  why  women  are  exploited. 

Gayle:  I  feel  a  little  like  some  people  who  have  been  in 
the  Left  for  a  long  time  and  who  have  seen  their  move¬ 
ment  go  crazy.  They  still  want  to  call  themselves  com¬ 
munists,  but  they  don’t  want  to  identify  with  Stalin.  I’m 
beginning  to  feel  that  way,  unfortunately,  about  the 
women’s  movement.  I  still  call  myself  a  feminist,  because 
in  fact,  the  liberation  of  women  is  one  of  my  passionate 
goals  in  life.  But  if  feminism  means  what  they  all  say  it 
means,  then  my  inclination  is  not  to  call  myself  a  femin¬ 
ist  because  frankly  I  don’t  want  to  be  identified  with  all 
this  reactionary  nonsense  that  is  being  promulgated  as 
feminism. 

Nancy:  I  think  you  are  giving  them  too  much  credit.  You  are 
giving  what  1  think  is  a  small  but  very  vocal  group  of  women 
too  much  power.  That  angers  me,  and  it  isn’t  fair  to  all  of  us 
who  also  have  criticisms  of  the  anti-porn  movement. 

Gayle:  That’s  true,  I  agree  with  you.  I  don’t  think  they 
represent  the  women’s  movement.  This  whole  experience 
reminds  me  that  the  women’s  movement  in  some  ways 
lacks  certain  kinds  of  political  traditions  and  political 
reflexes.  Within  the  Left,  everytime  some  group  comes 
along  and  says  that  they  know  the  last  word  about  what 
it  will  take  to  achieve  socialism,  they  don’t  get  automatic 
acceptance.  They  don’t  get  to  automatically  represent  the 
entire  Left.  The  women’s  movement  has  almost  no  exper¬ 
ience  dealing  with  crazy  sectarian  groups,  and  essentially 
that  is  what  the  anti-porn  movement  is.  But  it  has  been 
very  successful  in  passing  itself  off  as  representative  of 
the  entire  women’s  movement. 

Pornography ,  s/m,  intergenera- 
tionalsex,  and  transsexuality  are 
important  issues  to  discuss. 
There  was  a  potential  to  learn 
from  our  diversity;  instead  peo¬ 
ple  have  run  scared  from  it. 

Nancy:  Why  do  you  think  there  has  been  so  much  conflict 
about  pornography,  s/m,  inter-generational  sex,  and  trans¬ 
sexuality?  Do  you  think  these  are  important  issues  for  the 
women’s  movement  and  gay  movement  to  discuss? 

Pat:  I  think  they  are  real  important  issues  to  discuss,  but 
I  think  people  have  gone  at  them  backwards.  There  was  a 
potential  to  learn  from  our  diversity,  and  instead  people 
have  run  scared  from  it.  The  whole  issue  of  trans¬ 
sexuality  just  fascinates  me.  Here  we  are,  a  group  of 
women  who  are  saying  as  feminists  that  biology  is  not 
destiny,  that  our  genes  have  not  assigned  us  our  role  in 
society,  that  we  as  human  beings  have  the  power  to 
remake  that  role  if  we  want  to,  that  privileges  and  res¬ 
ponsibilities  should  not  be  assigned  based  on  people’s 
gender.  Along  come  a  group  of  people — transsexuals 
(and  you  could  even  include  transvestites) — who  happen 
to  agree  that  just  because  someone’s  genes  are  XX  or  XY 
doesn’t  mean  that  that  tells  you  anything  about  how  they 
dress,  what  their  personality  is,  who  they  want  to  fuck, 
or  even  whether  or  not  they  consider  themselves  men  or 
women.  And  some  feminists  react  with  outraged  horror, 
and  insist  that  social  sex  roles  and  gender  are  inextricably 
linked.  They  deny  the  transsexual’s  personal  experience 
and  treat  them  like  traitors  or  infiltrators.  I  think  it  goes 
back  to  the  position  that  men  are  the  problem  and 
women  are  the  solution;  that  men  are  inherently  evil,  vio¬ 
lent  people  who  are  responsible  for  all  our  problems;  and 
that  women  are  nurturing,  spiritual  and  intuitive  people 
who  will  somehow  find  a  way  to  save  the  earth  and  all  its 
creatures.  So  we  end  up  glorifying  all  these  qualities  that 
we  see  as  being  intrinsically  female  or  feminine,  or  nat¬ 
ural  to  women;  which  puts  us  in  the  odd  position  of 
defending  the  same  social  sex  role  stereotypes  that  I 
became  a  feminist  to  try  to  tear  down.  As  a  feminist  I 
think  it  is  as  important  to  defend  a  person’s  right  to  pick 
their  own  gender  as  it  is  to  support  their  right  not  to 
reproduce.  It  gets  down  to  the  same  basic  issue  of  a  per¬ 
son’s  right  to  control  their  own  body. 

Nancy:  Some  feminists  say  that  a  lot  of  these  issues  are  issues 
between  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Gayle:  That’s  baloney.  I’m  a  lesbian  and  I’m  a  feminist 
and  I  support  transsexuals,  transvestites,  trans-genera¬ 
tional  sex,  s/m,  public  sex,  promiscuity,  and  so  on. 

There  are  basic  differences  between  the  ways  that  men 
and  women  are  socialized,  and  these  end  up  creating 
statistically  significant  differences  between  the  majority 
attitudes  of  gay  men  and  lesbians.  But  all  of  these  issues 
do  not  really  come  down  to  a  gay  male  position  and  a 
lesbian  position.  They  come  down  to  different  political 
positions.  The  only  way  that  people  can  continue  to 
assert  that  it  is  men  versus  women  is  by  dismissing  or  dis¬ 
crediting  the  voices  of  dissenting  lesbians,  by  denying 
that  we  exist. 

Nancy:  A  lot  of  the  stuff  we  have  printed  in  GCN  about  cross- 
generational  sex  has  been  about  men.  Can  you  talk  about  it  in 
terms  of  lesbians? 

Gayle:  I’m  sure  lesbians  do  everything  that  gay  men  do, 
in  smaller  numbers  and  in  more  isolation,  and  in  a  lot 
quieter  manner. 

Pat:  We  also  don’t  call  it  the  same  thing.  I  know  that 
there  are  a  lot  of  lesbians  who  have  lovers  who  are 
minors,  but  they  don’t  think  of  themselves  as  girl-lovers. 
They  don’t  think  of  it  as  a  preference  even  though  they 
may  have  had  several  lovers,  all  of  whom  were  minors.  It 
is  thought  of  in  more  friendly  terms — older  women  exten¬ 
ding  their  love  and  affection  to  younger  women.  Of 
course  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  that,  it  is  just  lesbian 


unity.  Also,  there  are  a  lot  of  lesbians  who  wear  drag  all 
the  time.  For  some  of  us  it  is  erotic,  it  is  a  turn-on.  But 
lesbians  tend  not  to  think  of  themselves  as  transvestites. 
Nancy:  What  are  your  own  attitudes  about  cross-generational 
sexual  relationships? 

Gayle:  I  think  that  every  relationship  needs  to  be  judged 
on  what  is  going  on  in  it  rather  than  by  some  arbitrary 
standard.  In  cross-generational  sex,  as  in  every  kind  of 
sexual  activity,  there  is  a  range  from  violent  rape  to  the 
most  exultant  love.  There  are  lots  of  relationships  bet¬ 
ween  people  of  different  generations  that  are  quite 
wonderful.  We  need  to  remember  that  kids  are  sexual. 
When  I  was  growing  up,  the  problem  was  not  that  all 
these  nasty  adults  were  trying  to  get  me  to  be  sexual 
when  I  didn’t  want  to,  but  rather  that  all  these  nasty 
adults  were  not  letting  me  be  sexual  when  I  did  want  to. 
Essentially  what  the  age  of  consent  laws  mean  is  that  you 
literally  don’t  have  the  right  to  have  sexual  activity  until 
you  reach  that  magic  age.  I  for  one  resented  that  enor¬ 
mously  when  I  was  growing  up.  We  do  a  lot  of  damage 
to  kids  by  making  them  really  terrified  of  sex  and  keep¬ 
ing  them  from  it,  and  pretending  that  it  is  a  bad  thing. 

It  is  true  that  when  you  come  into  a  relationship  with 
differential  power  that  it  does  create  problems.  But  if  we 
wanted  to  be  really  consistent  on  this  issue  we  would 
have  to  prohibit  any  kind  of  relationship  between  people 
of  different  power  until  after  the  revolution  (when  every¬ 
one’s  power  would  presumably  be  equal).  In  other  words, 
there  would  be  no  heterosexuality  until  after  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  probably  70-80%  of  lesbian  and  gay  relation¬ 
ships  would  not  happen  because  after  all  there  are  dif¬ 
ferent  class  backgrounds,  different  ethnic  backgrounds; 
we  would  have  no  inter-racial  sex.  If  you  take  this  whole 
analysis  to  its  logical  extreme,  what  you  get  is  that  sex  is 
so  fucked  up  that  none  of  us  should  have  it  until  the 
society  changes.  But  in  fact,  sexual  relations  are  one  of 
the  places  where  most  of  us  go  to  get  away  from  all  the 
things  that  are  bad  about  society  and  to  get  some 
sustenance. 

Pat:  The  criticisms  of  cross-generational  sex  stem  from 
some  politic  that  is  based  on  the  notion  that  biology  is 
destiny,  and  that  it  is  women’s  natural  role  to  protect 
and  nurture  children,  and  that  sex  is  awful  and  children 
should  be  protected  from  it. 

Gayle:  It  comes  from  the  Victorian  notion  that  if  you 
have  sex  before  you  get  married  it  is  injurious  to  your 
health — whether  it  is  masturbation,  or  being  with  another 
person,  or  even  just  seeing  it.  It  is  somehow  going  to 
stunt  the  growth  of  the  child.  The  age  of  consent  laws 
are  based  on  the  idea  that  sex  is  fundamentally  dangerous 
and  inimical  to  the  health  of  young  people.  They  came 
out  of  a  period  when  there  were  huge  campaigns  to  elimi¬ 
nate  masturbation.  There  is  a  phony  analysis  of  power 
that  goes  on  in  this  whole  debate.  The  assumption  is  that 
every  time  you  have  a  relationship  between  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  power  statuses,  it  is  a  form  of  rape.  The  criticism 
some  feminists  have  made  of  cross-generational  sex  fol¬ 
lows  the  same  kind  of  logic  as  the  statutory  rape  laws. 
Whatever  happens  with  someone  under  18,  or  whatever 
the  local  age  of  consent  is,  is  considered  to  be  rape  and 
molestation  even  if  it  is  an  older  person  giving  pleasure 
to  a  younger  person.  A  guy  who  sucks  the  cock  of  a  ten 
year  old,  and  gives  him  an  orgasm,  is  just  as  likely  to  be 
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sent  up  for  thirty  years  as  someone  who  really  does  go 
out  and  grab  somebody  and  penetrate  and  ravish  them  in 
a  non-consensual  way.  The  law  makes  no  distinction  bet¬ 
ween  these  situations,  and  neither  does  a  large  portion  of 
the  women’s  movement. 

Pat:  A  lot  of  this  is  a  response  to  genuine  problems  like 
the  violent  sexual  abuse  of  children  and  feeling  like  we 
can’t  get  away  from  men,  that  their  power  is  everywhere, 
that  they  won’t  let  us  come  together  to  form  our  own 
culture.  But  all  these  solutions  divert  our  energy  away 
from  things  like  organized  religion  and  the  church,  fami¬ 
ly  and  the  state,  and  toward  groups  of  people  who  are 
weaker  and  more  vulnerable  than  we  are.  Some  of  it  is 
our  tendency  to  go  after  the  people  who  are  accessible  to 
us.  We  can  kick  transsexuals  out  of  our  movement,  we 
can  close  down  pom  shops.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to 
plot  a  long-range  strategy  that  is  really  going  to  dismantle 
male  dominance. 

©  Nancy  Wechsler,  1981 
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On  Being  a  Target 


THE  FEAR  BROKERS 

By  Thomas  J.  McIntyre  with  John  C.  Obert 
Beacon  Paperbacks,  1981 

Reviewed  by  Susanne  Seade 

If  you’re  looking  for  a  fiery,  passionate  castigation  of 
the  New  Right  and  all  it  represents,  this  book  will 
be  a  disappointment.  However,  as  a  careful,  tho 
rough,  and  above  all  useful  analysis  of  the  New  Right, 
it’s  tactics,  goals,  and  plans  for  the  future,  The  Fear 
Brokers  comes  with  highest  recommendations. 

There’s  not  much  here  on  gay  rights  specifically, 
though  it  is  mentioned  repeatedly  as  part  of  a  stock  list 
of  the  New  Right’s  targets.  The  function  of  this  book  is, 
rather,  to  provide  the  kind  of  ‘  ‘how  they  do  it’  ’  infor¬ 
mation  and  analysis  that  focuses  on  no  particular 
political  issues.  The  Fear  Brokers  is  complex;  it  success¬ 
fully  avoids  “do  as  our  enemies  do’’  solutions  and 
forces  readers  to  consider  the  manifold  consequences  of 
the  New  Right’s  regime. 

Written  in  two  parts,  Part  I  is  by  far  the  more  rele¬ 
vant.  If  there  is  a  major  fault  to  which  McIntyre 
succumbs,  it  is  in  concentrating  too  deeply  on  the 


wrongs  done  to  him  personally  by  the  leaders  of  the 
New  Right.  (An  understandable  failing — McIntyre  was 
one  of  the  first  “targets”  of  the  New  Right  and  lost  his 
U.S.  Senate  seat,  D-New  Hampshire,  in  1978.)  Part  I 
provides  some  historical  background  of  the  New  Right 
movement,  and  covers  in  detail  aspects  of  New  Right 
tactics:  their  strategy,  the  role  of  fundamentalist  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  movement,  the  implications  of  hyper- 
patriotism,  and  the  effects  of  current  economic 
difficulties  on  the  success  of  the  New  Right. 

Part  II  goes  into  depth  on  some  of  the  political 
figures  that  have  done  personal  damage  to  former 
Senator  McIntyre’s  career,  specifically,  publisher 
William  Loeb  of  the  Manchester  Union  Leader  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  Meldrim  Thompson,  then  governor  of 
New  Hampshire.  McIntyre  offers  these  chapters  as 
models  of  New  Right  figures,  justifying  his  choices  by 
the  fact  that  he  knows  these  people  particularly  well. 
Some  of  this  analysis  comes  off  a  bit  like  “sour  grapes” 
and  mars  an  otherwise  superior  work,  but  I  freely  admit 
that  Part  II  provides  some  of  the  most  informative  and 
entertaining  reading  in  the  book.  The  role  of  Loeb  and 
Thompson  in  the  ruin  of  Muskie’s  Presidential 
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So,  You  Think  You're  Safe? 


QUEER  FREE 

By  Alabama  Birdstone 

Calamus  Books,  1981 

Box  689,  Cooper  Station,  NY,  NY  10276 

1 6.00 


Reviewed  by  Dimid  with  help  from  Michael  Glover 

h  my  God  .  .  she  said  aloud,  not  meaning 
for  me  to  hear. 

Remaining  my  usual-on-the-street-self,  I 
tried  to  ignore  the  remark  behind  me,  and  continued 
waiting  to  place  my  order  in  the  bakery  just  down  the 
street  from  GCN. 

The  next  thing  I  knew  she  was  on  the  other  side  of 
my  friend,  glaring  at  our  earrings.  Steven  and  I  ex¬ 
changed  knowing  glances,  hesitating  as  the  well-to-do, 
middle-aged  woman  started  to  give  us  a  hard  time. 

"Look  at  that,”  she  said  loudly,  “Queers  making  fun 
of  straight  people.” 

"I  wouldn’t  bother,”  Steven  replied,  though  by  this 
time  we  couldn’t  help  but  laugh. 

Sensing  our  strength ,  she  moved  to  the  other  side  of 
the  line  of  customers. 

“What’s  this  world  coming  to?”  she  yelled.  “They 
oughta  put  a  bullet  through  your  heads.” 

“Sure.  Violence  is  always  the  answer,”  we  screamed 
back  so  that  everyone  would  hear. 

She  ran  out  onto  the  street  saying,  “Wait  right  here, 
I’m  going  to  get  my  husband.” 

We  quickly  got  our  bread  and  left,  looking  up  the 
street  to  see  her  fleeing  not  five  steps  from  the  GCN 
office  door. 

This  brief  incident  last  week  crystallized  for  me  the 
urgency  I  frequently  feel  these  days,  and  especially  felt 
after  reading  Queer  Free. 


If  The  Men  with  the  Fink  Triangles,  a  book  about 
one  gay  man’s  life  in  Nazi  concentration  camps,  is  a 
page  from  our  past,  then  Alabama  Birdstone’s  Queer 
Free  may  very  well  be  a  page  out  of  our  future.  I  would 
not  recommend  reading  both  of  these  books  in  the 
same  month. 

Queer  Free  presents  us  with  the  story  of  five  affluent 
gay  men  and  what  happens  to  them  as  the  fundament¬ 
alist  “New  Right"  gains  complete  political  power  in 
America.  At  first,  what  happened  in  the  book  seems 
totally  unbelievable,  but  then  I  pick  up  the  daily  news¬ 
paper  and  feel  like  I’m  reading  Queer  Free  again. 

In  a  future  that  is  queer-free,  even  the  very  privileged 
will  not  be  safe  from  waves  of  fundamentalist  repression 
and  control,  not  “the  most  famous  director  American 
theater  had  ever  produced,”  nor  a  Hollywood  sex  sym¬ 
bol,  nor  a  successful  New  York  publisher. 

One  of  the  important  things  this  book  shows  is  that 
when  moralists  define  “deviance”,  people  (men)  with 
power  and  money  will  be  rounded  up  and  sentenced  to 
the  same  repression  as  those  of  us  with  less  power  and 
money.  This  is  an  important  idea  for  those  who  do  not 
identify  themselves  in  political  terms  and  remain  silent 
unless  directly  and  personally  threatened. 

Over  the  past  two  months  I  have  been  telling  friends 
two  things  about  this  book,  read  it  and  expect  a 
frustrating  time  with  what  seems  like  an  initial  rough 
draft  of  a  very  promising  but  poorly  edited  novel.  De¬ 
spite  this  lack  of  polish,  I  found  myself  very  stimulated 
to  think  further  about  what  is  happening  around  me  in 
the  increasingly  repressive  drift  of  mass  culture.  Tradi¬ 
tionally,  fascism’s  rise  to  power  (and  this  is  exactly  what 
I  see  the  New  Right  to  be  about)  has  used  sexual  repres¬ 
sion  as  one  of  its  most  effective  tools,  and  this  is 
certainly  what  is  happening  today. 

I  was  left  wanting  more  from  the  book  on  the  ascent 
to  power  of  the  New  Right.  How  did  they  move  from 
their  position  as  a  vocal  fringe  minority  to  one  of  central 


and  supreme  power?  How  were  the  instruments  of  state 
power  (police,  military,  judicial)  consolidated  into  a 
singular  force  to  carry  out  the  repressive  sweeps?  And 
how  did  we  let  them  make  these  moves? 

A  further  limitation  of  the  book  is  that  its  major 
characters  are  all  men.  Of  the  two  women  portrayed  one 
is  a  fundamentalist  “Council  Leader”  and  the  other  is 
murdered  mysteriously,  leaving  one  wondering  what 
happened  to  all  the  lesbians.and  do  all  gay  men  really 
have  so  little  to  do  with  women? 

But  do  not  let  these  limitations  stop  you.  This  book 
should  be  required  reading  for  anyone  who  thinks  they 
are  safe  in  present  day  America.  And  for  those  of  us 
who  already  know  we’re  not  safe,  Queer  Free  pushes  us 
hard  to  think  about  what  we  need  to  be  seeing,  and 
doing. 
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continued  from  page  6 

campaign,  when  Loeb  essentially  called  Mrs.  Muskie  a 
whore,  the  support  that  both  Loeb  and  Thompson  have 
given  to  proving  the  genetic  inferiority  of  blacks,  their 
support  for  the  building  of  huge  oil  refineries  and 
nuclear  power  plants  on  the  tiny  coast  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  their  view  that  the  vast  majority  of  American 
women  hate  the  idea  of  the  ERA  are  shown  as 
absurd— laughable  if  these  people  were  not  gaining  so 
much  power. 

McIntyre  identifies  three  powerful  cornerstones  in 
the  strategies  of  the  New  Right:  a  small,  centralized 
leadership;  emphasis  upon  status-oriented  single  issue 
campaigning;  and  above  all,  direct  mail.  New  Right 
leaders  like  Loeb,  Thompson,  Philip  Crane,  and  direct 
mail  expert  Richard  Viguerie,  known  fondly  as  the 
“godfather”  of  the  New  Right,  can  decide  in  a  single 
meeting,  over  steaks  and  double  scotches,  to  launch  a 
nation-wide  campaign  against  any  particular  group  or 
issue.  That  campaign  will  literally  begin  the  next  day, 
with  letters  composed  and  names  culled  from  computer 
banks,  to  be  mailed  to  those  certain  millions  of  indivi¬ 
duals  who  will  be  most  likely  to  respond  favorably,  even 
passionately,  with  money  and  letters  to  key  government 
officials.  Using  status  issues  that  are  more  emotional 
than  practical  (issues  like  abortion,  prayer  in  school,  gay 
rights,  and  the  all-pervasive  fear  of  communism)  the 
New  Right  can  easily  whip  up  massive  support,  without 
ever  offering  realistic  solutions  to  real  and  present 
problems. 

McIntyre  explains  how  the  historically  apolitical 
fundamentalist  Christian  has  been  mobilized  by  the 
tactics  of  the  New  Right,  and  why  the  term  “Christian” 
can  now  be  used  as  a  weapon  to  keep  wavering  politi¬ 
cians  in  line.  He  explains  why  old-family  Protestants 
are,  for  the  first  time,  joining  with  second  and  third 
generation  immigrants  to  support  the  goals  of  the 
political  New  Right  in  America.  He  explains  how  the 
overly  passionate  rhetoric  of  the  original  right  wing 
extremists  (in  the  days  of  Goldwater  and  Wallace)  has 
been  reserved  for  the  direct  mail  campaign,  while 
public  displays  by  the  likes  of  Ronald  Reagan  are  kept 
calm  and  dignified.  Finally,  McIntyre  provides  a  per¬ 
suasive  argument  that  inflation  is  fueling  the  fires  of 
the  New  Right’s  work,  and  that  the  survival  of  sane 
politics  depends  on  healing  the  economy. 

Unfortunately,  what  McIntyre  is  unable  to  provide  is 
an  answer.  This  is  hardly  surprising.  The  influence  of 
the  New  Right,  while  it  may  never  actually  carry  the 
day,  is  with  us  and  will  remain  with  us  for  the  fore- 
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seeable  future.  McIntyre  does  go  a  long  way  in  helping  can  help  us  develop  strategies  for  containment  while  we 

us  understand  how  the  New  Right  operates.  Under-  weld  an  effective  coalition  to  fight  back, 

standing  alone  will  not  eliminate  the  New  Right,  but  it 
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What  I  like  about  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  Is  that  it 
actually  is  a  community  paper 
where  opinions  can  be  argued 
-  both  sides  -  and  where 
events  are  not  always  report¬ 
ed  "exactly  as  they  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be.”  This  makes  for 
interesting  reading.  And 
controversy. 

Arthur  Bell,  feature  writer  and 
columnist,  The  Village  Voice 


I  read  the  Gay  Community  News 

with  great  pleasure  and  have  re¬ 
commended  it  to  others  several 
times  —  its  non-sexist,  really 
covers  news  all  across  the  country 
AND  in  Canada  (and  often  else¬ 
where)  and  is  serious,  responsible, 
political,  and  damned  interesting! 
And  the  book  reviews  are  a  special 
pleasure  —  often  the  best  I  can 
find  anywhere. 

Joanna  Russ,  author  of 
The  Female  Man  and 
On  Strike  Against  God 
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I  love  Gay  Community  News 

because:  The  letters  section 
provides  us  with  a  lusty,  lively 
forum  to  debate  the  ideal  shape 
of  our  lives,  loves,  and  social 
situation:  the  book  reviews, 
features,  and  news  reports 
provide  witty,  sharp,  and  critical 
views,  helping  us  define 
ourselves. 

Jonathan  Katz,  author  of 
Gay  American  History:  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  in  the  U.S.A. 
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injury  claims 
partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


-A 


J 


1  depend  on  Gsy  Community  News  as 

m 

a  source  of  reliable,  well-written  news. 

1  like  the  blend  of  culture  and  contro- 

-Pit  \i 

versy  that  makes  GCN  both  a  lively 

forum  for  ideas  and  a  source  of  con 

nectedness  to  the  joys  and  bummers, 
the  pride,  rage,  laughter  and  concerns 

of  lesbians  and  gay  men  outside  my 
Immediate  circle  GCN  can  be  anything 
from  a  source  of  entertainment  to  a 

desperately  needed  lifeline.  It  serves  a 
diverse  community  and  serves  us 
well. 

Susan  Saxe,  Intransigent  Political 
Prisoner 

TXe£i*uu> 


<o> 


1  1 .1  year*  ( 1  50  issues) 

$62.00 

U  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

City  .  -  Stale  /Jp 

1  1  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

J  J  25  weeks 

$15.00 

$  10.00  low  income 
1112  weeks 

$8.00 

Mail  with  ihirmenl  In 

<H:N  Swbscrtpthms  '22  BrumfMd  M./B«a*aa  MA  OllOi 

1  1  1  am  donating  i  towards  a  free  subscription  1«  »  ptivwtor. 

1  1  mis  i*  a  gift  subscript  ton.  I'lcas*  scud  a  gill  card. 

Where  did  you  heat  about  OCNf  —  - 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (indlviduals)/$28  (inslilulions) 
$160  complete  sel  of  vnls.  1-7 

These  rales  arc  for  suN 

□  VISA 

scriplions  within  USA. 
Add  .10%  for  foreign. 

n  M ASTKKCH AR(iK 

AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 

IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 

Account  Number  ... 

CONSIDERED  IX)NA 

TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 

GREATLY  APPRE- 

yi 

I 

i 

n 

] 

CIATED. 

Ml  mbs.  n/ilnut\  air  tret  m  s rukil,  />Aw«  m»Wryws  Muir 

1  1  NEW 

,kni  nr  Mimti'  uttkrr  /hii uhtr  In  '(•<  A  (hi  Mil  \ciul 

<«t«r  ihrunrh  Ikr  inuiU  I  ha  wAwnhv  li\i  i\  ,-iuiluknlHfi. 

RENEWAL 

uiul  ■«  w-ut  uJif  »<*  nvW  n.iyt  h»  nun/in*  (4N. 

John  P.  Ward 

J  Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

I  David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 
2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  naads 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  0218T 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Fraa  1-800-352-3185 


